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The Be st of é 
by Mercedes Meyer 

Dog Biscuit place 
Fetch www.fetch-bakery.com  
Alexandria, VA 

Doggie Santa place 
Olde Towne School for Dogs  
Alexandria, VA www.otsfd.com  

Kennels 
Mariah Belle Manor Kennel, Mt. Airy, 
MD 301-829-9968 

Kiarry Kennels, Mechanicsville, MD 
www.kiarrykennels.com  

Swissy Doggy Handler -I get first dibs! 
Lisa MillerñKiarry Kennels, MD 

Repro Vet 
Dr. Dove, Gainesville, VA 
Companion Animal Clinic 
www.drdovedvm.com  

Emergency Clinics 
VCA Barn, Gaithersburg, MD 
www.vcapets.com  

South Paws, Fairfax, VA 
www.southpaws.com  
 
What are your best picks? Please send 
to: mjrasmus@gmail.com  
 
 

 New Yearôs Party!  
Year of the Ox (Yi Chou  )  

C & P GSMDC members and friends are ringing in the New Year at an open 
house Saturday, January 10, from 2-6. There is lots of room for two- and 
four-legged friends to run around indoors! Refreshments provided.  

If you are showing in Fredericksburg that day, please join us! Fidos for Free-
dom is located at 1200 Sandy Spring Road, Laurel, MD 20707. Many thanks to 
Huck Bothner, Jean Measell and Audrey Starn for making this possible. For 
more information, contact Suzy, our events coordinator: suzy@fuquea.com 

Name the Newsletter Contes t 
Winner!  
Winner of the Name the Newsletter Contest is 
Nancy Kechner, PhD, of Charlottesville, VA! A 
self-proclaimed computer geek, Nancy works for 
UVA in Information Communication and Tech-
nology, and has volunteered her computer know-
how on behalf of our club!  

She owns one Swissy, Sirius Black (Ch. Noxõs 
Precious Black Seal). òHe is a hoot! Iõve entered 
the ôBet you canõt have just one (Swissy)õ club, 
and am on the puppy waitlist with my breeder.ó 

As a side interest, Nancy coaches the UVA womenõs rugby team. òWeõre a top 
ten Division 1 team, and Sirius is our ôofficialõ canine mascot. Sirius enjoys 
going to large rugby tournaments, meeting hundreds of people in a weekend, 
and generally making friends all over the East Coast. I enjoy going with him.ó 

 

C & P Swissy Licks  

 

Whereõs Sirius? 

http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com/
http://www.fetch-bakery.com/
http://www.otsfd.com/
http://www.kiarrykennels.com/
http://www.drdovedvm.com/
http://www.vcapets.com/
http://www.southpaws.com/
mailto:mjrasmus@gmail.com
http://www.fidosforfreedom.org/directions.php
http://www.fidosforfreedom.org/directions.php
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AKC San ctioned Match !!  
Herndon, VA ðFeb 22nd  

Please mark your calendar for a great 
opportunity to learn about, practice for 
or earn your dogõs CGC (Canine Good 
Citizen) certificate. 

Matches are also wonderful conforma-
tion practice for adult dogs and pup-
pies as young as three months old.  Or 
nervous novice handlers!  Junior 
Showmanship is also offered. 

Match coordinator is Carl Gernazio 
and you can learn more about it at: 
www.severnayasamoyeds.com/ODKC
_Match.htm  The event is sponsored 
by the Old Dominion Kennel Club. 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events  

 January 10ñC & P GSMDC New 

Yearõs Party,  Laurel, MD 

 February 22ñAKC Match,  

Herndon, VA 

 April 25 and 26ñPack hike, East-

ern PA, Appalachian Trail 

 SpringñVA draft clinic, to be 

announced 

 April 27-May 1ñGSMDCA Na-

tional Specialty  www.gsmdca.org  

 Spring FlingñWorking dog week-
end in conjunction with Warren-
ton Kennel Club (look for more 
details next newsletter) 

 September 26ñRegional Specialty,  
Warrenton, VA 

 

 

 

Do you kn ow???  

Past issues of the C & P Swissy Licks 

are on our website at 

www.cpgreaterswiss.com  

 

 Weôve Come a Long Way, Baby! 
by C & P GSMDC Board Members  
It has been six months since our first club meeting, and have we accom-
plished a lot for a start-up clubñor any club for that matter! Letõs look 
back at all of the fun weõve had, the friendships weõve made, and the Swissy 
kisses weõve received: 

 Appointed Pro Tem Board of Directors 

 Approved C & P GSMDC Constitution & bylaws 

 Established treasury 

 Held two club meetings and one board meeting 

 Partied three times!  June BBQ, September picnic, New Yearõs gala 

 Conducted one draft clinic 

 Created club website, e-mail list and issued three e-newsletters 

 Joinedñ43 charter club members!! 
Now that weõve looked back, we can gaze into the crystal ball and predict a 
very good future for our club! Thank you so much for your support! 

 

More Great Dog Spotsé 
Virginia  

Lake Accotink Parkñ7500 Lake Accontink Rd.,  Springfield, VA 22150 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/accotink 703-569-0285 
Accotink Park's 493 acres include a 55-acre lake, wetlands, and streams of-
fering unique views of waterfowl and marsh life. Open year-round, 7 a.m. to 
dusk. 

Agility, obedience and puppy kindergarten classes are offered. Special events 
and other social encounters for dogs attract a following year after year. Lake 
Accotink Park hosts programs that bring together responsible pet owners and 
like-minded individuals who want to "put some bark in the park." Call the 
park for registration and more information. 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/accotink/bark.htm  

 

Maryland  

Lake ArtemesiañBallew Avenue, Berwyn Heights, MD 
www.pgparks.com/places/nature/artemesia.html 301-927-2163 
Another jewel in Prince Georgeõs County is Lake Artemesia! This is a gor-
geous neighborhood park, part of the Northwest Branch/Paint Branch Trail 
System, that meanders through DC, Prince George and Montgomery Coun-
ties, and is a major resource for hikers, bladers, and bikers in the area. It 
would also be a good spot for a suburban pack event.  

Northwest Branch refers to a branch of the Anacostia River, which flows 
into the Potomac near the BW parkway, and a section of the trail runs along 
the edge of UM College Park. The park was developed during the construc-
tion of the nearby Washington Metro rail line. Builders removed sand and 
gravel from the park area to use in the rail project, in exchange for building a 
lake and developing the natural recreation area. 

 

 

http://www.severnayasamoyeds.com/ODKC_Match.htm
http://www.severnayasamoyeds.com/ODKC_Match.htm
http://www.gsmdca.org/
http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/accotink
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/accotink/bark.htm
http://www.pgparks.com/places/nature/artemesia.html
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Invitational Meet - the -  
Breed Booth  

Alison Burns coordinated a wonderful 
Meet-the-Breed Booth and describes it: 
òNancy & Randall Glenn were great. 
Petra & Fagan were wonderful exam-
ples of the breed and training. They 
were wonderful in the booth with kids, 
adults, and other dogs. Nancy & Ran-
dall went above and beyond to educate 
people about the breed and to share 
their experiences in training and thera-
py work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another child-magnet was Justus, pic-
tured above. Tina & John Bailey were 
wonderful and Justus was a big pillow 
for all the kids. These therapy dogs 
know how to work a crowd. 

Raquel Domgaard & Kyle Rasmussen 
had their 11 month old Chili there and 
it was great to see the different sizes 
and energy levels! They helped out 
both days as well in the booth and Chili 
was entertaining and wanted to voice 
his opinion about the breed too. He 
was the baroo king! 

Jeanie Budin-Smithers came with her 
girl Luna and helped out both days 
meeting people and talking about the 
breed. All the boys loved Luna, and 
Ranger's excitement to be with her 
produced a propeller tail for all to en-
joy. 

Adria Jefferies, Pamela Cosner, Rita & 
Gary Rimler, Mary Jo & Jim Rasmus-
sen, Carla Flemming and Barbara Mar-
tinez were all there as well to "work the 
crowd". 

It was a blast - we had a great group 
and met some nice future Swissy 
people! Thanks to all for making this a 
great Meet-the-Breed booth.ó 

 2008 AKC/Eukanuba Invit a tional  
by Mary Jo Rasmussen  

According to AKC, òThis year, nearly 3,000 of the worldõs top canine com-
petitors from all 50 states and more than 70 countries were invited to vie for 
Best in Show honors and a total of $225,000 at the AKC/Eukanuba National 
Championship held in Long Beach, CA. The event is one of the most highly 
competitive and exciting events in the canine world. It is held in conjunction 
with the AKC National Obedience Invitational and AKC Agility Invitational, 
representing the culmination of a year of competition in three AKC sports: 
Conformation, Obedience and Agility.ó 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs were well represented in the conformation 
ring in Long Beach, December 13 and 14. The two Swissies invited to the 

Agility Invitational are from the C & P ClubñJan Collinsõ Albert and Ras-
mussenõs Burleyñonly Burley was able to attend. We are waiting for the first 
Swissy to earn a spot at the Obedience Invitational (Jethro??). 

Eight Swissies competed in the conformation ring, with the following results: 

 Best of Breed: Derbyõs Storm Warning V Claddagh òRadaró 

 Best of Opposite Sex: Sunhaven Rigi of Grantõs Farm Manor òRigió 

 Best Bred-by-Exhibitor: Cimarronõs Sedona Psychic òSedonaó 

 Award of Excellence: Bit-O-Swissyõs Mountain Ranger RN òRangeró 

 Award of Excellence: Five Point Red Hot Kodiak Wynter òFranklinó 

Please click the LINK  to see Amanda Hoyer with Sedona in the Bred-by-
Exhibitor Working Group ring. 

As for agility, thank you to all who made their way through the crowds to 
watch Burley run in the agility ring. He ended up with 319 out of 400 points, 
which put him in 57th place out of 
95 dogs in the 24ó jump height 
class. Not bad for a seven-year-old 
goofball. The Swiss breeds were 
well represented this year with one 
Entlebucher, three Berners, and one 
Swissy.  

We wish Jan and Bertie could have 
made the trip, too. We missed you! 

Burleyõs final run on Sunday afternoon.  
By this time, Animal Planet had set up 
cameras and lighting for televising the 
finals. Click HERE to see video of Bur-
leyõs run. Photos by Alison Burns 

 

http://www.akc.org/events/obedience/national_obedience_invitational/
http://www.akc.org/events/agility/invitational/
http://www.akc.org/invitational/2008/video.cfm?text_event_number=2008277101&section=bbe_breed&bvg=600
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfovuQpjGd8


4 

 

 
 

 Eukanuba Invit a tional Draft Demo  
For the first time, AKC invited several working breeds to demonstrate cart-
ing techniques to the public in Long Beach. Nancy Glenn and Petra did a 
fantastic job of representing Swissies to the crowd! 

Karyn Beyer, one of the Berner folks who coordinated the event, filed the 
following report: òSaturday and Sunday Val Horney, Kathe Vasquez and I - 
with the help of some great peopleñput on draft demonstrations at the 
AKC Eukanuba Invitational in Long Beach. The Berner people in South-
ern California did a great job in providing equipment and assisting at all 
levels, and it was truly a team effort by everyone. In addition to Beck, the 
Berner, we had a Bouvier, a Great Pyrenees, a Greater Swiss and a New-
foundland. We could not have asked for better dogs to represent this sport. 
These dogs were simply ROCK SOLID. We put all of them in a very tight 
space (30 feet x 100 feet) surrounded by crowds of people, and nobody 
even flinched or looked crossways at each other. Saturday was very windy, 
and our ring obstacles quickly turned into freight loads since they wouldn't 
stand up in the breeze. 

On Saturday, Val took the microphone and I coordinated the dogs and 
handlers in the ring. Kathe and Beck demonstrated basic control and the 
recall, then each dog took a turn around the ring, weaving through the little 
Christmas trees and passing through the narrows before the equipment 
blew down completely. Val explained a bit of carting history, that ALL 
dogs can cart regardless of breed, explained various rigs and harnesses, and  
discussed the elements involved in most carting tests and how they are de-
signed to resemble "real world" working situations. She discussed how to 
start training, and the importance of going slowly. The Pyrenees did a fa-
bulous job demonstrating tight turning skills, and his long white legs 
against the blue carpet were a lovely visual of how dogs must learn to cross 
their feet to execute a tight turn. She discussed the various breeds offering 
tests, and throughout the discussion emphasized the need for safety in 
training and practical work, and the need for proper functioning equip-
ment. Susan Henderson brought a list of draft resources and handouts 
which were given to anyone interested. 

On Sunday, we presented essentially the same information and once again, 
the dogs were simply stunning. If we are going to demo draft work, it 
makes a huge difference to have a ring full of dogs that are calm, focused 
and well-trained. They did our sport very proud! 

Sunday we borrowed children to act as weave stewards, and the Bouvier 
even gave one of the kids a ride on the sulky. Kathe brought cones that we 
set out as narrows.  We did the steward "meet and greet" and discussed the 
need for calm and control - imagine the dogs taking off after squirrels or, 
for a ready example, the crates full of geese next to the ring that were in 
place for the herding demo to follow! 

 The ring size made it difficult to show a lot - when you put five big dogs in 
five big carts in a 30 x 100 ring, there just isn't a lot of room to maneuver. A 
few people stopped me later while I was walking around and complimented 
everyone on the presentation, and said they really enjoyed it!ó 

 

 

 

Nancy and Petra 

Great Pyrenees crossing front feet for tight turn 

Newfoundland showing off 
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Over the Rain b ow é 

MBISS CH Swiss Acres Shadetree 

Grace TT   "Dede"     2/00 - 12/08 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CH Twinpine Avenue V Indianola 

CD, DD, TDD, WWDS VGS òAvaó 

4/ 97 ð 12/08 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dori and Steve Likevich reminisce, òAva 
was the first Swissy to earn a GSMDCA 
versatility title, and because of that, was 
voted Ambassador of the Breed for 
2000. In her weight pulling heyday, she 
had many admirers. People always said, 
ôThat Ava - she has heart!õ Her drive and 
determination made her an excellent 
working dog. A devoted companion, she 
was always by my side. There was never 
a day she didn't make me laugh. I always 
said that Ava was the funniest girl dog 
alive. She so loved it when people came 
to our house to visit, and she never met 
a party she didn't like. She was the fabric 
of our lives.ó We mourn with you, Dori 
and Steve. 

 C & P Club Member BRAGS!  
 Mercedes tell us that Murphy is capable of Jedi mind tricks! [Sounds like 

we need a little article about thiséEd.] 

 Andi and Christopher went to New Zealand recently. And Porter went 
to camp for two weeks! 

 Chuckie and Huck earned their Rally Advanced title!! 

 Burley has qualified for the 2009 Eukanuba Agility 
Invitational 

 Jenna and Izzy just welcomed a new roommate, Su-
ma-Shadetree's Come Dance With Me òAVAó! 

 Izzy went Winners Dog and Best of Opposite Sex in 
Gettysburg, PA 

Send brags as often as you like to mjrasmus@gmail.com 

The Mail barks  
Ƚɋɒ ȸɡ ȷɋɏɝɆɗ ȭɆɓɎɒɆɋɞɢɗɥ! Canine Metro Riders  

Very interesting articles! I never made it to the Metro in Moscow (got sick 
that day). Dogs ride the Paris Metro, too; some lie under the seat with their 
owners, others on the seat if it's not too crowded. One dog got off with its 
family & jumped from the car down to the platform, really funny! 

My trip to Russia began in Moscow; three days there to see the Kremlin and 
other outstanding museums, then on one of the many boats that go up the 
Volga and its tributaries to St. Petersburg, stopping along the way at various 
cities & villages to see the countryside and the many churches and cathedrals. 
St. Petersburg is a magnificent city with more art and history than one can 
absorb in just a few days. It was a Smithsonian-sponsored trip with emphasis 
on art history, led by a young woman whose interest is Russian art and who 
has spent a good deal of time there.  

We saw an interesting dog on Kizhi Island where we stopped to visit a huge 
church that had been built entirely of wood with pegs; no nails whatsoever. 
He was a Husky type and didn't have much to do with the English-speaking 
tourists! It was really the trip of a lifetime, and was completed just a few 
months before 9/11. Liz Carmichael 
 
What interesting articles from Cathy! I can just imagine Americans embracing 
such lovable messiness as dogs in Metro Stations! Jean Measell 
 

General  Comments  

Just a wonderful, newsletter. Packed full of  good stuff  and fun to read! Steve 
Likevich 
 
I love the newsletter. Itõs so nice to get fresh Swissy news from the area. 
Nancy Kechner 

[See, folks are enjoying your articles and bragsñkeep them coming!  Ed.] 

 

Ava 

 

òDede truly was a 
once-in-a-lifetime 
dog. She never had 
a bad dayñalways 
ready for the next 
adventure. She 

loved everyone that she met and every-
one loved her. She was the best pet any-
one could ever hope for. People at shows 
used to yell loose dog when Dede would 
exercise herself. Only to hear someone 
else yell no it's Dede.ó Our condolences 
to Cathy Cooper and Mary Beth Usery. 
 

 

 

Ava, earning her keep 

mailto:mjrasmus@gmail.com

