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AKC Photo Contest!!  

 

AKCõs 33rd Annual Photo contest 
begins this spring. 

DEADLINE: Entries must be post-
marked by January 31 and received no 
later than February 7. 

PRIZES: 

First Place $500 

Second Place $250 

Third Place $150 

DETAILS: familydog magazine 

Year of the 
Dragon  

 

C & P Swissy Licks 
Providing fun activities, information, and support to Swissy enthusiasts  

he Dragon is a creature of myth and legend. A symbol of good fortune 

and sign of intense power, the Oriental Dragon is regarded as a divine 

beast - the reverse of the malicious monster that Westerners felt necessary 

to find and slay. In Eastern philosophy, the Dragon is said to be a deliverer 

of good fortune and a master of authority. Therefore, those people born in 

Dragon years are to be honored and respected. 

The key to the Dragon personality is that Dragons are the free spirits of 

the Zodiac. Conformation is a Dragon's curse. Rules and regulations are 

made for other people. Restrictions blow out the creative spark that is 

ready to flame into life. Dragons must be free and uninhibited. The 

Dragon is a beautiful creature, colorful and flamboyant. An extroverted 

bundle of energy, gifted and utterly irrepressible, everything Dragons do is 

on a grand scale - big ideas, ornate gestures, extreme ambitions. However, 

this behavior is natural and isn't meant for show. Because they are confi-

dent, fearless in the face of challenge, they are almost inevitably successful. 

Dragons usually make it to the top. However, Dragon people be aware of 

their natures. Too much enthusiasm can leave them tired and unfulfilled. 

Even though they are willing to aid when necessary, their pride can often 

impede them from accepting the same kind of help from others. Dragons' 

generous personalities give them the ability to attract friends, but they can 

be rather solitary people at heart. A Dragon's self-sufficiency can mean that 

he or she has no need for close bonds with other people. 

Fifth in the cycle, Dragon Years follow the Rabbit and recur every twelfth 

year. The Chinese New Year does not fall on a specific date, so it is essen-

tial to check the calendar to find the exact date on which each Dragon 

Year actually beginsñJanuary 23, 2012. 

1904 * 1916 * 1928 * 1940 * 1952 * 1964 * 1976 * 1988 * 2000 * 2012 

Source: www.usbridalguide.com/special/chinesehoroscopes/Dragon.htm  
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Jenna Starr -Farling  

Weight Pull Results  

Saturday Results:  

WWD Legs (10x) Earned:  
Salvo owned by Colleen Hooker -  13.98x  

Baako GSD owned by Kelly Scudder -  13.54x  
Aare owned by Deanna Never -  10.36x  
Fury owned by Kelly Nevin -  10.05x  

John Henry owned by Huck Bothner -  10.91x  
Hogan owned by Dave O'Brien -  11.36x  

George owned by Nancy Kechner -  10.2x  

Weight Class Results:  
89 lbs and Under:  

1st -  Kenzie 723 lbs  

90 to 109 lbs:  

1st -  Baako 1287 lbs (16.18s)  
2nd -  Salvo 1287 lbs (46.59s)  
3rd -  John Henry 1146 lbs  

4th -  Fury 1005 lbs  

110 to 129 lbs:  

1st -  Izzy 1287 lbs  
2nd -  Helios (Melissa Smith) 1005 lbs in 30.10s  

3rd -  Mader (Deanna) 1005 lbs in 31.78s  

4th -  Fender (Kelly N) 1005 lbs in 38.10s  

130+ lbs  

1st -  Hogan 1569 lbs  

2nd -  George 1428 lbs  

MWP: Hogan -  1568 lbs  

MWPP: Salvo -  13.98x  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Results:  

WWD (10x) Legs Earned:  
Sanford (Amer Bull Dog) owned by Roc -  

10.46x  
Fender owner by Kelly Nevin -  10.23x  
Sirius owned by Nancy and Julie -  14.02x  

Mader owned by Deanna Never -  10.90x  
Helios owned by Melissa Smith -  12.20x  

George owned by Nancy and Julie -  13.23x  
Salvo owned by Colleen Hooker -  10.92x  
Gabby owned by Kris Featheringham -  13.13x  

Doocee (ABD) owned by Roc -  10.69x  
Aare owned by Deanna Never -  10.36x  

Fury owned by Kelly Nevin -  10.05x  
WWDX (15x) Legs Earned:  
Dancer (ABD) owned by Roc -  18.78x  

John Henry owned by Huck Bothner -  16.28x  
WWDS (20x) Legs Earned:  

Baako (GSD) owned by Kelly Scudder -  23.93x  

Rosie (Put Bull) owned by Dee Chenault 20.09x  

Class Results:  
31 to 60 lbs Class  

1st -  Rosie 864 lbs  

61 to 89 lbs Class  
1st -  Dancer 1428 lbs  

2nd -  Kenzie 582 lbs  

90 to 109 lbs Class  
1st -  Baako 2274 lbs  

2nd -  John Henry 1710 lbs  
3rd -  Gabby 1287 lbs  

4th -  Aare 1005 (6.06 seconds)  

110 to 129 lbs Class  
1st -  Izzy 2133 lbs  

2nd -  Helios 1428 lbs  
3rd -  Mader 1287 lbs  

4th -  Fender 1146 lbs  

130+ lbs Class  
1st -  George 1851 lbs (6.19s)  

2nd -  Sirius 1851 lbs (23.81s)  

MWP-  Baako 2274 lbs  

MWPP-  Baako 23.93x  



 

friend of mine who judged a large ring of Swissys last year, commented to me that heõd never seen a 

ring of dogs with feet in such deplorable condition. He went on to say that many of the Swissys werenõt 

gaiting well around the ring because of their nails. Yikes! ~ that didnõt sound good. I thought the informa-

tion he shared with me was worth passing on since it applies to all of our dogs, whether theyõre in the 

show ring or not.  

K9 Nail Care (from Tricks of the Trade, by Pat Hastings)  

One of the worst things we can do is neglect our dogsõ nails. If you want to know what long nails on a 

dogõs feet feel like, let your nails grow past your fingertips, then go pull weeds by hand for a few hours. Or 

let your toenails grow to where they press against the inside of your shoes. 

As a dogõs nails begin to bear down on the ground, the dogõs foot will stretch, spread, or turn to avoid the 

discomfort. In the show ring, this will distort the dogõs gait. Prolonged neglect may result in the tendons 

of the feet stretching to such an extent that the foot flattens and this damage is irreparable. 

You may choose to clip or grind your dogõs nails. Grinding is the preferred method since it can be used to 

actually help train a nail shorter;  you can grind them 

back a little farther each time you do the nails. Cutting 

the nails on the other hand, can risk an infection in the 

toe bone if the nails are clipped to short. 

Grinding the Nails  

A simple dremel tool, available at any hardware store, 

is all you need to grind your dogõs nails. You can also 

buy pet dremels at pet supply stores. It is better to use 

the sandpaper cylinders on the dremel rather than the 

stones. Stones can get very hot and cause discomfort. 

Use the finest grit of sanding bands to eliminate 

bouncing and reduce vibration against the dogõs 

foot. 

The bottom of a dogõs nail looks like the bottom 

of a horseõs hoof. It has a fleshy center (the sole), 

a protective ridge (the wall) all the way around 

the sole, and somewhere near the center of the 

sole is the quick, which is the blood supply con-

duit. 

The only way to encourage the quick to recede 

so that the dogõs nail can be shorter, is to use a 

grinder to take back the protective wall of the 

The Importance of Pawdicures  

Katie Markley  
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nail from underneath, until the bottom of the nail  is as smooth as glass. Doing this nearly exposes the 

quick, but not to the point of hurting the dog. Afterwards, the quick will recede every time something 

(grass, dirt, gravel) touches it, so the next time you grind the nails, youõll be able to take back more of the 

length. 

In order to train nails back, all of the nails need to be done from the rear of the leg. When you work on 

the dogõs hind foot, hold the leg straight back.  Grind down the underside of each nail until it is smooth. 

Then, grind the length of it in a straight line to the edge of the sole, rounding it if you prefer. 

So, the moral of the story is...Trim those nails! If your dogõs nails are touching the ground, theyõre too 

long. 

Quick 

This nail needs trim-

ming. Because it has 

been trimmed regu-

larly, the quick is 

short. 

This nail needs trimming. It 

is way too long. It will take 

several trims over time to 

allow the quick to recede 

and make the nail the cor-

rect length. 

 

This clear nail 

has no pigment, 

making it easy to 

trim to the proper 

length. 

 

This nail is the correct 

length. Note, the dark 

pigmented nail is more 

difficult to trim since you 

canôt see the quick. Just 

trim a little at a time. 
 

Trim line  

This quick is 

very long 

Trim line  

Editorõs note: Hereõs an additional tip from Dawn S. Garrett: A friend of mine taught me this trick. If you grind 

the nail tip perpendicular to the floor (i.e., straight up and down), you can get more of the nail off close 

to the quick without actually nicking the quick. I don't actually hold the dremel like it is in the photos 

below. I hold the paw when I grind and usually have the dremel facing with the grinding band upright 

while I work. However, I positioned it like that to illustrate the angle to the ground that you want on the 

tip of the nail. The following pictures illustrate what I mean. Here are two photos of a nail that has been 

ground back as close to the quick as possible without nicking it and showing the dremel at the perpen-

dicular angle: 
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his was the year I was finally 

going to go to the AKC/Eukanuba 

Championships! Since the show 

had moved from California to Or-

lando, Florida, I could actually 

drive to the show site and save 

some money. Both Sirius and 

George had qualified for the show, 

but since Siriõs favorite handler, 

Hanna Fournell-Ferrall, had de-

cided not to attend the show this 

year, we decided to settle on a 

òTravels with Charley/Siriusó trip 

for Siri and me. George was 

dropped off at the Winston-Salem 

cluster to travel with Jessy and 

Roxanne Sutton, his handlers. Siri 

and I left on Thursday, and two 

days and eight hundred miles of 

driving later we arrived at our ho-

tel. 

The plan was for me 

to catch up and 

room with Cathy 

Cooper and her 

friend, Terri, who 

lives in Tampa. We 

managed to arrive at 

the hotel at nearly 

the same minute, 

and Cathy being 

Cathy, she says: òI 

think we had one of those ARBA 

shows here a bunch of years ago.ó 

Small world. After lunch we went 

to the Convention Center to watch 

Groups. This is where things get 

super-sized. The Convention Cen-

ter is enormous, and spans several 

blocks. It has several traffic lights, 

multiple entrances, normal through

-street traffic, and thousands of 

people. There were multiple park-

ing areas, and each one was full to 

the limit. After 15 minutes of driv-

ing in circles, I finally found a lot 

that was accepting cars for parking. 

I walked the half-mile to the back 

entrance, and entered. There was 

no indication that a 

dog show was taking 

place here, except 

for a floor plan. I 

went up an escalator, 

and here my pro-

gress got even 

slower. I needed to 

be making left turns, 

but there were no 

options. When I 

looked to the right, I 

looked down into 

the agility/obedience areas. I de-

cided to continue to make right 

turns until I saw a way down. I fi-

nally got to the correct floor and 

the correct wing, but not quite the 

correct hall. A woman from Suf-

folk, Virginia, who escorted me to 

the correct hall, finally rescued me. 

The grooming area was as large as 

most indoor show sites Iõve been 

to. The ring area was huge, ex-

tremely òEukanuba Pinkó in color, 

and filled with thousands of people 

and dogs. I should point out that 

this was the day before the actual 

Eukanuba show, and the place was 

this crowded. I ran into Jim and 

MJ, and then Cathy and Terri, and 

we started watching groups. The 

Toy Group was first, and Joey the 

Affenpinscher won it. George and 

Jessy showed well in the Working 

Group, but a group placement was 

not in the works for us that day. 

Saturday Show Day: How grand 

was the show? It was so grand that 

we even found a Eukanuba poster 

of the Swissy! It was so grand that 

the security guys who normally 

wear the orange vests were wearing 

orange jackets! Even the gentleman 

that shows the Komondorok was 

working security in an orange vest! 

Observations from a 
Eukanuba Newbie  

Nancy Kechner  
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This year I also went to the World 

Dog Show in Paris. While it was 

beyond enormous with 90 rings 

and 20,000 dogs, it also had a sort 

of crazy disorganization about it, 

with odd dogs 

walking person-

lessly through 

rings, no barri-

cades, and han-

dlers running in 

endless circles. 

The Eukanuba 

show was all 

AKC, and things 

ran like a top. 

The only truly badly planned exam-

ple at the show I saw was the as-

signment of Bloodhounds, of 

which there were about 20, to a 

ring more appropriate for toy 

breeds. The organization and the 

flow were amazing. Between each 

of the ring was a roped off area for 

exhibitors and assistants to stand at 

the ready with their dogs. Show 

personnel who were diligent in 

only allowing exhibitors in guarded 

this area. There was no panic by 

handlers to try to get through the 

crowd at the entrance, as this area 

was kept clear. Most breeds had 

their entries cut into 2 groups at 

the least. The groups are split into 

2 days with the Working Group 

Breeds showing on Sunday. 

Sunday: Swissys showed early and 

were judged by Burton Yamada. 

Iõd like to tell you the specifics of 

the breed ring, but I was watching 

Norfolk Terriers with Cheryl and 

Warren Fearer. Jessy and 

Roxanne had forbidden 

me from visiting with 

George until after he 

showed, as to not rile 

him up. I could see Judge 

Yamada making some 

selections, and George 

was one of them. He also 

had Ditto and Oliver se-

lected, so our chances 

were alive, but it was still anyoneõs 

BOB. I watched from afar, and 

then Jessy and George were sent to 

stand in front of the 1st place ban-

ner, and I went scrambling for 

Cathy, or òGrandmaó as Comer 

and I like to call her in reference to 

George. Group hug, congratula-

tions, and then it sunk into me that 

we had actually WON the AKC 

Championship! And George would 

be on television! Apparently the 

only way your non-dog friends 

consider dog shows legit are when 

your dog gets on the television. 

Iõve done such a good job with my 

friends, that my best friend texted 

me: òSo George will be in Groupó? 

Last year she didnõt know what 

Group was. 

Group, 

Sunday 

night: 

This 

was SO 

awe-

some! 

This 

was in 

The 

Arena, 

which we 

had a 

truly diffi-

cult time 

to find. I 

had MJõs 

VIP 

ticket, so 

I could 

pretty much do whatever I wanted 

and sit wherever I wanted. I 

climbed the ramp to the bleacher 

seats and was awash in a sea of Eu-

kanuba Pink! There were mobile 

camera crews, cameras set on ped-

estals, commentators, and a huge 

TV screen set up with live feed. 

Since a picture says a thousand 

words, Iõll let them show you the 

highlights. I will point out, how-

ever, that George was so stressed 

out that he rolled on his back in a 

corner until it was his time. Scarlett 

the Boxer won, as she has in so 

many of the Groups weõve been in. 

As far as the BISé The Poodle? 

REALLY? But what a great experi-

ence! We qualified for next year, 

and Iõm SO THERE! 
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Class $$ 9/28 Sponsor  9/29 Sponsor  

Best of Breed 20   

Best of Winners 15 Joe & Carol Neuman-Kismet Swissies   

Best of Opposite 20 Jim & MJ RasmussenñDouble Q Swissies  Jim & MJ RasmussenñDouble Q Swissies  

Select Dog 15   

Select Bitch 15   

Winners Dog 12   

Reserve Winners Dog 10   

Winners Bitch 12  Joe and Carol Neuman - Kismet Swissies  

Reserve Winners Bitch 10   

High Scoring OB 20 Not Offered   

High Scoring Rally-O 20 Not Offered   

Class $$  Specialty  9/30 Sponsor  Sweeps 9/30  

Best of Breed 20 Bill Charters Puppy: 

Best of Winners 15  7$    6-9 Puppy Dog 

Best of Opposite 20  7$    9-12 Puppy Dog 

Select Dog 15  7$    12-15 Puppy Dog 

Select Bitch 15  7$    15-18 Puppy Dog 

Award of Merit  12  7$    6-9 Puppy Bitch  Michelle Charters 

Award of Merit  12  7$    9-12 Puppy Bitch 

Winners Dog 12 Joe & Carol Neuman - Kismet Swissies  7$    12-15 Puppy Bitch 

Reserve Winners Dog 10  7$    15-18 Puppy Bitch 

Winners Bitch 12  10$  Best Puppy Jim & MJ Rasmussenñ
Double Q Swissies  

Reserve Winners Bitch 10 Yvonne Peregoy  10$  Best Opposite 

6-9 Puppy Dog 7   

9-12 Puppy Dog 7  Veteran:  

12-18 Puppy Dog 7  7$    Best Veteran Dog 

Bred by Dog 7  7$    Best Veteran Bitch Jim & MJ Ras-
mussenñDouble Q Swissies  

Am Bred Dog 7  10$  Best Veteran Yvonne Peregoy  
Open Dog 7  10$  Best Opposite Yvonne Peregoy  
Amateur Handled Dog 7   

6-9 Puppy Bitch 7 Michelle Charters  

9-12 Puppy Bitch 7   

9-12 Puppy Bitch 7 N Kechner/J Comer/ C Robson Nox GSMD  
Bred by Bitch 7  

Am Bred Bitch 7  

Open Bitch 7  

Am Handled Bitch 7 Michelle Charters 

Veteran Dog 10 Yvonne Peregoy 

Veteran Bitch  10 Yvonne Peregoy 

Stud Dog 10 Joe and Carol Neuman - Kismet Swissies  
Brood Bitch 10  

High Scoring OB 20  

High Scoring Rally-O 20  

Open Inter Juniors 20 N Kechner/J Comer/ C Robson Nox GSMD  
Novice Juniors 20  

Hunt Country Cluster ñMillwood, VA  
Trophy Sponsorship List  

September 28 & 30, 2012  

Next yearõs sponsors needed!! 

Please send notification of your sponsorship to Michelle Charters  and remuneration to Paypal at 
cptreas@gmail.com or send a check to treasurer, Mary Jo Rasmussen at: 3152 Holmes Run Road, Falls Church, 
VA 22042 

mailto:mbcharters@cox.net?subject=trophy%20sponsorship
http://www.paypal.com/


 

Civil War All Breed Pack Hike!  
February 4  

Manassas National Battlefield & 
Bull Run  

Gorgeous and historic site!  

Easy 10 mile terrainɂgrass, gravel and wooden walkways on rolling hills 

Informational markers, canons, historic buildings, homesteads,  
cemeteries, creeks and a stone bridge dot the landscape 

When:   8:00 AM check - in & weigh - in  
Where:   Henry Hill Visitor Center  
    .5 miles from I -66 Exit 47 B  
Cost:   $20, includes $3 park fee  
Contact:  Nancy Kechner  
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Chesapeake & Potomac  
 Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club 

Sponsors 

All Breed Draft Test 

April  14 & 15, 2012    Save the date!! 

756 New Hope Rd., Cross Junction, VA  22625   540-664-3946 

Entry fees $40 per team per entryñring prizes $35 per team per entry 

Qualifier ribbons and brass plate   

To sign up contact: Megan Westenmeyer  mfletchrides@hotmail.com  

Judges: Huck Bothner & Mary Jo Rasmussen 

Apprentice Judges: Megan Westenmeyer & Jim Rasmussen 
January 2012  C & P Swissy Licks 9 
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Difficult Decisions  

Breeding any breed of dogs is not a 
decision to take lightly. For Greater 
Swiss Mountain Dogs the decision 
to be a breeder generates a 10-12 
year relationship with families, or at 
least a relationship over the lifespan 
of the puppy you produce. Those 
relationships can be some of your 
closest friends and comrades.  
Sometimes those relationships can 
result in very difficult decisions 
lending themselves to the necessity 
of re-homing a puppy. As a reputa-
ble breeder, a lifetime commitment 
should be taken to all the offspring.  
If you want to know the òhistoryó 
of a puppy and the generations of 
dogs behind your puppy, get to 
know the breeder and build a rela-
tionship, because they are a wealth 
of information and experience. Be-
hind every breeder is a group of 
mentors that have generated discus-
sion and provided insight into many 
facets of the dogõs life and nuances.  
As a seventeen year veteran of this 
breed, I still consider myself a 
òrookieó compared to my mentors. 

I was asked to write an article for 
the C&P Swissy Licks about a year 
ago, after a discussion ensued be-
tween me and other breeders over 
using Whelpwise, a service of Vet-
erinary Perinatal Specialites, owned 
and operated by Karen Copley in 
Wheaton, CO. I came to know 
Whelpwise through Susan Spaeth 
and her late husband, Joel, dear 
friends and owners of my founda-
tion stud dogõs dam, Foxy 
(GSMDCA Ch. Barton Manorõs 
Formal Affair). My foundation stud 
dog was Nox, Ch. Barton Manorõs 
Einstein, CGC, SCMET. When I 
bred Nox to Joel and Susanõs bitch, 

Gabby (Barton Manorõs Gift of 
Gab), they were using the Whelp-
wise service based on her prior his-
tory of whelping and breeding diffi-
culties. Whelpwise is a service that 
allows you to monitor uterine con-
tractions and listen to heart rates 
with a fetal Doppler, while receiv-
ing input from certified technicians 
to help make informed decisions 
about the delivery of your puppies.  
Due to Gabbyõs history, the 
Spaethõs wanted to take no chance 
of her losing any of her litter if at all 
avoidable. Gabby did conceive two 
pups through a surgical implant, so 
the parturition was important. I was 
thoroughly impressed with the ex-
perience and stored the information 
away for several years, before I had 
a bitch of my own to whelp. My 
foundation bitch, Ch. Dogwoodõs 
Just forDocSuz v Tico (Lola), was 
my first experience using Whelp-
wise. I have used whelpwise every 
single litter, except June of 2011, 
ever since. In June of 2011, I was 
having a planned òc-sectionó and 
we both, Karen Copley and myself, 
felt the service was unnecessary 
with the bitchõs history and our 
game plan for her whelp.  I wish I 
had decided differently, but hind-
sight is always 20/20.  

The best way to chronicle a recent 
experience with Whelpwise is to 
document a play by play of Shille-
laghõs  (Sha lay lee); Ch. Noxõs Kiss 
Me Iõm Irish, whelp.  Her litter of 
eight puppies was successfully free 
whelped on December 13, 2011.  
Shillelaghõs breeding was to Cathy 
Cooperõs stud dog, Cooper (Ch. 
Trout Creekõs on Fire at Shadetree).  
Cathy took Shillelagh home from 

the C&P Specialty on September 
30, right in the middle of Shille-
laghõs weight pulling debut with 
Jenna Starr-Farling.  Two weeks 
after her conception, Jenna took 
her to Cumberland, MD, and fin-
ished Shillelaghõs championship.  
The ònew championó picture offi-
cially shows a pregnant mom.  Shil-
lelagh was weight training with Rob 
Via in Stuarts Draft, VA, so her 
cycle start date was a bit of a mys-
tery to us.  She had missed one 
prior breeding and her cycles were 
non-existent and mysterious.  I was 
not in a position to do progester-
one testing conveniently.  Proges-
terone testing is something I 
strongly recommend, but it will run 
you approximately $85-$120 a test, 
and you can easily need up to 4 or 5 
tests to successfully time a bitchõs 
ovulation.  Under the circum-
stances, I took the easy route and 
left the breeding up to the òexpertó, 
our very own Cathy Cooper.  The 
breeding took place over a span of 
time from October 7, 9, 11, and 
13th.  I am a huge fan of natural 
ties, but under the circumstances, 
dogs donõt always cooperate and I 
had already missed Shillelagh the 
spring prior.  Our due date window, 
with no progesterone, was any-
where between Dec. 9th and 14th.  
An ultrasound on November 7, 
confirmed a pregnancy of at least 7 
pups.  I usually make a reservation 
with Whelpwise as soon as my 
breeding occurs.  Once I confirm 
pregnancy, I confirm the delivery 
schedule of the equipment. 

As Shillelaghõs pregnancy pro-
gressed, she was growing exponen-
tially and her stomach appeared to 

10  C & P Swissy Licks January 2012 

Colleen Robson  



 

January 2012  C & P Swissy Licks 11 

drop.  In the last week of Novem-
ber, I noticed colostrums when I 
expressed her mammary glands 
and I thought, òOh no, Iõm closer 
than I thought.ó  I called Karen in 
a panic on November 25th and 
schedule a radiograph appointment 
with my vet for the following 
Monday, November 28th.  Karen 
made a few calls and arrangements 
to have my equipment delivered to 
me early on December 2.  Based 
on the lack of mineralization of the 
puppies, my vet projected we were 
on day 48 of gestation, give or take 
a day or two.  This put her due 
date at December 13th, less than 24 
hours from my planned departure 
to the Eukanuba Classic in Or-
lando, FL.  Because I had not done 
any progesterone timing, I was 
stabbing in the dark on the due 
date and guessing most of the way 
when my litter would arrive. I was 
also dealing with a maiden bitch, 
so anything goes.  In the past, I 
have done progesterone timing and 
know with relative certainty what 
day my bitches ovulate and what 
day their anticipated due dates 
would be. 

I am a fan of Whelpwise and will 
continue to use their service with 
each future litter.  I have met oth-
ers that have not felt the same way.  
While I have spoken to and 
worked with every one of Karenõs 
staff in 17 years, I do have my fa-
vorites and am always relieved to 
hear their voices on the other end.  
When you are sleep deprived and 
concerned, a calm force on the 
other end helps when it comes 
time to make critical decisions.  
The most important aspect of 
breeding knows your own bitch, 
knowing your geographical limita-
tions, know your financial limita-
tions, and put yourself in a situa-
tion where you are making in-

formed decisions.  When I can call 
my vet and let him know the fetal 
heart rates and the number of con-
tractions and strength, what my 
bitches response has been to in-
jectable calcium and minute doses 
of oxytocin (.025 and/or .05 mol 
of 20 units/mol concentration) I 
am offering a lot more valuable 
information thané. my dog is 
nesting, restless, and irritable.  
Prior to Shillelagh, all 4 of my girls 
would try to dig their way to the 
Grand Canyon several days prior 
to delivery.  Rixey and Luna were 
girls that would shred anything 
they could 24 hours prior to deliv-
ery.  Julee carried her stuffed ani-
mal around to deliver each of her 
puppies, while Lola, Rixey, and 
Luna would all run for the woods 
to try and dig the holes for nesting.  
With Whelpwise I always have 
symptoms of labor coupled with 
knowing how many contractions 
they were having an hour, and the 
strength and duration of those 
contractions.  Before Shillelagh, all 
my Swissys have been very symp-
tomatic when labor was imminent. 

One of my worst mistakes as a 
breeder over the years was whelp-
ing my Riley x Bobby litter.  Riley 
was pregnant with 8 puppies, and it 
was a weekend.  Rileyõs contrac-
tions started to kick in, and Whelp-
wise wanted me to keep her labor 
moving in a forward direction, 
rather than lull back into no con-
tractions, which is what Riley did 
for another 24 hours.  After con-
sulting my co-owner, who was out 
of town, we decided not to 
òinduceó the labor and just let Ri-
ley work through on her own.  She 
was a maiden mom, young and 
strong.  To make a long and horri-
fying story short, Rixey free 
whelped all 8 of her puppies, but I 
whelped 4 live pups and 4 dead 

pups and acted on her labor 48 
hours after Whelpwise felt it was 
time to intervene.  Swissies are 
known for going into uterine iner-
tia relatively quickly, and thereõs 
something to be said for a balance 
of subcutaneous calcium injections 
coupled with spits of oxytocin and 
uterine contraction monitoring 
(.025 mL of a 20unit/1mL dose of 
oxytocin is a half unit does).  As 
the labor progresses, the oxytocin 
dose may increase up to .05 mL (1 
unit dose) and .15 mL (3 unit dose) 
for a clean out at the end when you 
know the uterus is empty.  Every 
bitch is unique and EVERY labor 
and delivery is unique and presents 
its own issues.  No matter how 
many litters you produce, you will 
learn something new and different 
every single breeding.  Similarly, as 
a stud dog owner, you will also 
learn with each breeding (natural 
and artificial insemina-
tionsé.topics for another article). 

What I would like to do next is 
document a chronicle for Shille-
laghõs labor and delivery while it is 
very fresh in my mind (48 hours 
old).  For every litter I whelp, I 
keep a notebook documenting 
each day, and continue the docu-
mentation until the puppies are 8 
weeks of age.  When the pups go 
home, I file the notes in the bitchõs 
folder and reference them in her 
subsequent breedings.  Itõs interest-
ing to see their patterns between 
litters and the familial patterns 
(Shillelagh is a third generation 
Nox daughter).  Shillelaghõs due 
date was December 9-13, but be-
cause she had some clear, mucousy 
vaginal discharge, had òdroppedó 
and milk in her mammary glands 
when expressed, and no knowledge 
of her ovulation we decided not to 
take any chances: 
 



 

December 2, 5:00-6:00 p.m. 
With the left horn on the monitor, I was able to locate 7 heart rates, 4 on the right horn, then after the session, I flip Sh ille-
lagh over and found 3 heart rates on the left horn.  Everyoneôs heart rate was between 212 beats per minute and 225 beats 

per minute (bpm).  No contractions.  Once I establish a base, I rotate sides for each monitor session.  At first each session  
lasts one hour and I do a session about every 12 hours.  As Iôve gained experience, Iôm not religious about the 12 hour 
increments and I monitor when itôs convenient for me and my schedule.  Finding heart rates is a bit of a skill that I have 
honed over the years, and with bigger litters itôs easier to find puppies and they generally donôt deviate too much from their 
positions.  With smaller litters, itôs more difficult to find puppies.  I have even perfected my skill to listen to heart rates 
when they are within days of whelp on my stethoscope (you need an extremely quiet background to do this).  Sometimes, I 
only monitor once a day, especially if my bitch is not symptomatic in any way.  The purpose of the 12 hour monitor ses-
sions is to establish a labor pattern. 

December 3rd,  5:00 -6:00 a.m.  
I monitored the right horn, no contractions.  I was able to find 4 heart rates all ranging from 225 bpm to 236 bpm.  In the 
beginning, I am lazy and will listen to heart rates on the horn opposite the one I am monitoring.  The best advice is to lis-
ten to all puppies on both horns, each time you monitor.  

December 3rd, 5:00-6:00 p.m.  
Left horn on the monitor, no contractions.  I was able to find 4 heart rates, ranging from 224 to 236 bpm.  

December 4, 12:33 ï 1:33 p.m.  
I monitored the right horn, 1 contraction towards the end of the session.  I was able to find 3 heart rates ranging from 224 
to 236 bpm.  

December 4, 7:00 ï 8:00 p.m.  
I monitored the right horn, 1 contraction.  I was able to find 4 heart rates ranging from 224 bpm to 232 bpm.  

December 5, 5:53 ï 6:53 p.m.  
I noticed a yellow, mucous discharge at 5:43 p.m.  It is not uncommon for bitches to have a mucous discharge prior to 
whelping (they donôt have a mucous plug per se), but you donôt ever want to see that discharge be discolored (green or 
bloody).  If you have discolored discharge, it is usually an indication of a complication (detached placenta).  

December 5, 7:44 p.m.   
I monitored again, but the session was not a good session.  Thirty minutes of the session were good, the remaining 30 
minutes were unreadable and there were 0 contractions.  I was able to find 5 heart rates ranging from 208 bpm to 216 
bpm on right horn; 208 to 220 bpm on left horn.  

December 6, 5:00-6:00 a.m.  
The mornings monitor session would not send in the docking station, so all data was lost.  Heart rates ranged from 200 to 
224 bpm. 

December 6, 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.  
 There was no data from the morning session.  I did not listen to heart rates, there were no contractions.  

December 7, 5:00-6:00 a.m.  
At this point, I was 5 days into monitoring a dog that was not outwardly symptomatic in any way.  I was guessing on her 
ovulation.  I had a large window of due date.  All heart rates were above 200 bpm and there were no contractions.  

December 7, 5:00 ï 6:00 p.m.  
 All heart rates were above 200 bpm, 1 contraction in 20 minutes  

December 7, 8:00-9:00 p.m. 
All heart rates were between 208 and 220 bpm, no contractions.  

December 7, 11:00 p.m. ï 12:00 a.m.  
I did not listen for heart rates, there were no contractions.  

December 8, 5:00-6:00 a.m. 
I monitored left horn; 3 contractions in 92 minutes of monitoring.  Heart rates above 200 bpm  

December 8, 2:00-3:00 p.m.  

I monitored right horn, there were no contractions.  

December 8, 8:00-9:00 p.m.  
All heart rates between 228 and 232 bpm, monitored left horn, no contractions.  

December 9, 4:30 a.m.-6:00a.m. 
Shillelagh for the first time started having irritability during the monitoring session, right horn down, where she wiggles a ll 
over the place and wonôt lay still.  There were several small contractions, all heart rates between 216 and 232 bpm. 

December 9, 8:00 pm ï 9:00 pm; 
This one hour session on the left horn was unreadable; so I monitored again from 9:30 -10:00 p.m. was unreadable again.  
Whelpwise was concerned that I was not monitoring properly, and I was working on sleep deprivation and reassured that 
after 17 years of using their service I knew what I was doing and my dog wasnôt moving a muscle during the monitoring. 
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I have chronicled for you DAYS of boring inactivity on a maiden mom, using a service I have used for whelping 17 litters.  
At this point, Shillelagh is comfortable and motionless during most monitoring.  Her irritability was no reason for poor, un-
readable monitoring.  There was no chance of improper placement of uterine contraction monitoring for the unreadable ses-

sions.  Some bitches Iôll strap the monitor to and leave them alone to lay down and rest for an hour.  Some bitches, the only 
way I could monitor was to strap the belt on, put them in the crate, and disappear for an hour.  If the bitches are quiet and  
relaxed, I just slide the monitor underneath them, place the monitor on the uterine horn, and watch a good hour of TV or 
read for an hour.   Karen could tell on her end, that the equipment either had a short in the wires or I was not monitoring 
correctly.  We both deducted it must be an equipment failure.  One monitor had the connection worn/chewed up from im-
proper placement in the jack; the other monitor would only record for a few minutes than short out altogether.  Karen fig-
ured it must be faulty wiring, as the monitor has this tiny sensor that is very delicate.   Karen decided to overnight expres s a 
new recorder and monitor, although the recorder was working fine.  The postal service delivered the monitor back to Karen 
for the Friday night overnight delivery, as it was 90 cents short on postage.  It was now scheduled for a Sunday delivery and  
I live in a rural area which has NO delivery on Sundays (FedEx, USPS, or UPS).   At this stage, I was relying solely on my 
heart rate fetal Doppler to know my puppies were fine over the Saturday, Sunday and Monday sessions.  As Shillelagh had 
contractions, the heart rates would drop to 180 bpm, sometimes 170 bpm, then rebound back up to mid -200.  You could 
determine the length of the contraction based on the duration of the depressed heart rate.  

December 10, 5:55-6:55 a.m.  
All heart rates were between 228 and 250 bpm on the right horn; between 220 and 236 bpm on the left horn.  Based on the 
drop in heart rate, I estimated 1 and a half to 2 contractions in the hour session.  

December 11, 5:30 ï 6:00 a.m.  
The broken monitor continued to malfunction and any session I recorded was unreadable on Karenôs end.  All heart rates are 
between 212 and 228 bpm on left horn.  

December 11, 12:45-1:45 p.m.   
I monitored the left horn, all pups between 216 and 232 bpm and on the right horn between 200 and 224.  This was the first 
note of consistent heart rate drops slowing down to the lower 200s high 180ôs. 

December 11, 7:00-8:00 p.m.  
On the left horn, each puppy would range from 195 -212, and 224, generally a sign of contractions.  On the right horn, one 
pup ranged from 196-212, one 232, one 192-214, and one 202.  At this point, I start paying close attention to each individ-
ual puppy.  I give them a position number in each horn.  

December 12, 5:00 ï 6:00 a.m.  
On the left horn, all pups ranged from 195 to 208 bpm.  On the right horn, all pups ranged from 185 -206 on one pup, 221, 
224, and 208 on the other three.  I was always finding what I thought to be a possible 5 th pup on either horn at different 
intervals, especially left horn, but I knew there was a possibility of overlap if the heart rates are closer than 4 inches ap art. 

December 12, 8:05 a.m. 
Shillelagh pukes.  Up to this point, she was still ravenous about her meals and eating all three to four of her meals each da y.  
When they get this big and miserable, feeding them smaller increments throughout the day is better than two larger meals a 
day. 

December 12, 10:00- 11:00 a.m. 
 Shillelagh pukes again and was not interested in her lunch.  I knew were getting pretty close and I still had no functional 
contraction monitor.  The right horn pups heart rates ranging from 200 ï216 bpm; left horn from 212 -224 bpm. 

NEW MONITORS and recorder arrive from USPS at 1:00 p.m. 

December 12, 5:15 ï 6:15 p.m.  
Shillelagh has dry heaves; left horn pups ranged from 215-228 bpm; right horn208 -230 bpm; 4 contractions in one hour.  

December 12, 8:00-9:00 p.m.  
On the right horn one pup was 185 -216; second pup 230; third pup 186 -203 bpm, and fourth pup was 210 -230 bpm.   This 
is a time where I had overlap and had a ñfifthò heart rate at 228; Shillelagh had 6 contractions in one hour. 

December 12, 8:10-9:10 pm.   

Shillelagh was noticeable trembling and shivering with her contractions.  The intensity of the contractions was starting to 
affect her.  

December 13 ï DELIVERY DAY  

December 13, 1:30-2:30 a.m 
When we went outside Shillelagh stayed in her ñpoopò position for several minutes, which later became her ñpushing 
stanceò.  Pushing simulates a bowel movement and she would always squeak out a few bits of feces and stay in this pushing 
position for several minutes each time she went outside.  Left horn ranged from 214 -226 bpm; right horn 214, 180 -204; 
212; and 188-208; again note the depression and rebound of the heart rates in conjunction with contractions.  
For this monitor session, Shillelagh was trembling a lot, licking me, and irritable.  She ate 1 cup of her food, drank a lot of 
water; donôt recall how many contractions she had in that monitor session 
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December 13, 2:30-3:30 a.m. 
In response to her trembling we gave 5 mL of injectable calcium subcutaneous in a split dose  of 2.5 mL per dose for quicker 
absorption (Injectable calcium was recently restricted by the FDA for distribution; I happened to have 20 mL that had not ex-

pired from my June 2011 litter that I never used ).  Shillelagh had 7 contractions in one hour between mild to moderate in 
strength. 

December 13, 4:00-5:00 a.m. 
I monitored the left horn, heart rates all ranged from 208 -238 

December 13, 7:0-8:00 a.m.  
Shillelagh had 8 contractions, strength was good, and we gave her 1000 mg of oral Tums.  On the left horn the pupôs heart 
rates ranged between 180-202; 214; 205 -228; and 212. On the right horn, heart rates were 224, 228, 175 -208; and 223.  I 
started to notice that the puppy in birthing position 7 (second to last to physically be born, but last puppy in placement in  the 
left horn) was really dropping to 180 -202 bpm during contractions, while the others managed to hover around 200 or high 
190ôs.  This was the first indication that I really needed to play close attention to this puppy in particular.  While heart rate 
depression in the 180ôs is common during contractions, it wasnôt cause for alarm when the heart rate rebounds back to the 
200ôs after the contraction ends. 

December 13, 10:45 ï 11:45 a.m. 
Shillelagh had 7 contractions in 61 minutes of monitoring and the strength of the contractions decreased.  

December 13, 12:20 p.m. 
We gave 5 mLôs of Calcium subcutaneous again in a split dose; gave .025 mL of oxytocin (1/2 unit) subcutaneous.  The pups 
on the right horn had heart rates of 212, 185 -196, 174-188 (this was first born pup), and 204.  You could visibly tell she was 
having contractions and the heart rates would all drop in conjunction with the contractions and pick back up when the contrac-
tion ended.  Shillelagh was calm for monitoring but still trembling some.  She had 7 contractions in 35 minutes.  I did a pel vic 
exam, which she DID NOT like, but she had a little bit of a stricture that would not allow me to pass more than one finger 
(normally you can easily do a vaginal with a two finger width to feather).   After the first pelvic exam, she had much more v ol-
ume in her clear discharge and her ñwaterò broke.  In the past, when their water breaks, I am delivering a puppy within 1-2 
hours.  I normally donôt do pelvic exams unless advised by Karen, in an effort to see what, if anything is going on.  Shillelagh 
ate chicken noodle soup, bread, ice cream, and drank water throughout the day, when offered.  

December 13, 2:10 pm.  
We did another pelvic exam and I was able to pass 2 fingers and had the ability to ñfeatherò her vulva and assist with stretch-
ing of her skin and vulva in preparation for whelp.  For the first time, Shillelagh decided to nest and tear and shred whatev er 
bedding she could get her mouth on.  This was a very common symptom from all my girls when whelp was within 12 hours.  

December 13, 2:34 p.m. 
We gave .025 mL of oxytocin (1/2 unit).  Shillelagh was leaking more and more fluid and it was clear to pinkish in color.  Th is 
was the first time I had ever felt a tiny stricture when doing a pelvic exam.  It felt like a thin rubber band around your fi nger.  
The pinkish discharge I was hoping was from the tearing of the stricture along with her water breaking.  

December 13, 2:45 ï 2:55 p.m.  
I put Shillelagh on the monitor on her left horn.  The heart rates were at 198; 170 -175 (puppy 8 in delivery order and posi-
tioned last in the horn, closes to Shillelaghôs sternum) 210; and 214.  We discussed doing another vaginal at 3:52 p.m., in one 
hour from the completion of the monitor.  I took Shillelagh out and this was the first of her desire to find a place to dig o r nest.  
I took her into the small run adjacent to the house, which has a lot of straw in it.  Each time she went out she would strain , 
like she wanted to have a bowel movement, and this one time, as she was straining she whelped her first puppy, Snookie, a 10 
ounce girl at 3:45 pm.  

December 13, 3:45 p.m.  
Puppy #1, Female, 10 oz (Snookie); she was gasping for air, she had a lot of fluid draining out of her nostril and mouth, whi ch 
means she aspirated fluid from her sac when her placenta detached.  She was born with her sac and placenta intact.  It is im-
perative that notes are taken if and when sacs and placentas are delivered with each puppy, as bitches need to deliver all th e 
placentas, and placentas that detach can back up and impede the delivery process.  I do not let my bitches eat the placentas,  
as all it leads to is explosive diarrhea post whelping. 

December 13, 4:15 p.m.  
Puppy #2, Male, 16 oz (Vinny); born in his sac and placenta.  This was a bigger puppy by 4 oz and she yelped delivering this 
puppy.  She delivered him in the house in her whelping box, standing up.  Born head first in an anterior position.  

December 13, 4:40 p.m.  
Puppy #3, Male, 20 oz (Pauli D); placenta and sac intact, born head first in an anterior position.  

December 13, 5:25 p.m.  
Puppy #4, Male 16 oz. (Mike);  placenta and sac intact, born head first in an anterior position.  

December 13, 6:25 p.m.  
Puppy #5, Female 20 oz (Deena); she was born with rear legs first in a posterior presentation with her placenta and sac intac t 

December 13, 6:45 p.m.  
I gave 5 mLôs of calcium in a split dose (2.5 mLôs each side) and gave another İ unit of oxytocin (.025 mL) to keep her labor 
progressing in a forward direction.  After giving the meds, we monitor for about 30 minutes beginning at 7:05 p.m.  
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December 13, 7:25 p.m.  
Puppy #6, Female 16 oz (Jwoww); delivered without her placenta.  This was the first retained placenta for this delivery.  Wit hin 
10 minutes, at 7:35 p.m., Shillelagah delivered the placenta and sac for Puppy #6.  

At this point, Shillelagh decided she needed a break and proceeded to care for and clean each of her puppies.  I could find o ne 
puppy on each horn, the puppy in the right horn had a better heart rate than the puppy on the left.  The puppy on the left 
dropped to 140-150 bpm by 7:45 p.m., at which point I called the vet to make a decision if we intervene with a c -section or not.  
Throughout the labor, I communicate with my vet as pups are born and as meds are given, so they are aware of how the labor 
is progressing and can prepare for emergency intervention if needed.  The vet and I made a decision that the 45 minute trip 
would probably not result in a live birth.  So far, she was delivering naturally with no issues, and there was no guarantee t his 
pup would be alive, even with a c -section.  Making calls a back and forth lost about an hour of time.  Puppy #7ôs heart rate 
would depress and then rebound, and puppy #8ôs heart rate was a healthy 200 bpm.  Shillelaghôs uterus was having weaker 
contractions, not strong enough to deliver and we still had two pups to go.   While I would listen to the heart rate on one h orn, 
I was monitoring contractions on the other horn.  As a team, me being severely sleep deprived, we made a decision that a c -
section for one or two puppies wasnôt worth it.  We knew giving meds to jump start the uterus would likely result in a loss of 
Puppy #7.  We were banking on the left horn being next to deliver, and Puppy #8 in right horn to deliver last.  

December 13, 8:40 p.m.  
We gave last 5 mLôs I had of injectable calcium subcutaneous and increased the dose of oxytocin to 1 unit (.05 mL); 

December 13, 9:00 p.m. 
I confirmed a heart rate and it dropped to 120 bpm on Puppy #7 in the left horn.  I decided I didnôt have a chance to save my 

pup on the left horn, which now depressed to 120 bpm, but did have a chance to possibly save my puppy on my right horn, 
whose heart rate, while low, was stronger.  We just had to hope the left horn would deliver before the right.  After dialogue  
with Whelpwise we determined the distance to drive for the c -section for a depressed heart rate that may not make the trip 
would result in a dead puppy.  Giving oxytocin to force the delivery would depress the puppy to possibly detaching the placen ta.  
Either way, the puppies chance for survival were very slim, and I would possibly lose both of these pups since there heart ra tes 
dropped to below 170.  At this point, it became an issue of trying to protect Shillelagh from having a c -section.  There was a 
slim possibility of squeaking both out alive if I did nothing, although the time that Puppy #7ôs heart rate was in distress for far 
too long, things werenôt looking too promising for a live delivery. 

December 13, 9:20 p.m.  
Shillelagh delivered Puppy #7, male, (Giovanni) 16 oz, deceased.  She ruptured a big sac of yellow and green discharge right 
before the puppy came out, and the puppy was full of yellow meconium in his lungs and nostrils.  I shook and shook and fluid 
just kept coming out for what seemed like a copious amount of fluid.  I knew he was not alive and that he had aspirated in hi s 
fluids over the course of a 20 minute delivery.  The last heart rate I had on him was at 9:00 p.m.  Time is everything.  Whil e I  
knew he wasnôt alive, thereôs still a part of you that makes every effort to resuscitate lifeless puppies. I worked and worked to 
empty his lungs of fluids, rub the color back into his white, lifeless body, while syringing out what fluids I could from his  nares 

and throat.  This is when whoever is helping you has to be your reasoning and say, ñYouôve done enough.  Heôs not going to 
make it.  Stop.ò  This is also when you second guess everything youôve done, mentally beat yourself up, and sabotage your own 
ability to make decisions.  This is when you scroll through the string of, ñWhat if Iôd done this; or What if Iôd done that?ò  Youôre 
heartbroken that youôve lost the pup youôve been watching closely for two weeks apologizing to them for their position in the 
horn; they have to do the longest part of the labor.  Itôs those last pups to deliver that cause you to make turning point deci-
sions in the whelp.  When do you do a c -section for one or two pups?  When do you let the puppy pass and mom expel the pup 
on her own?  When is the bitches health and the healthy, live pups more important that the puppy at risk?  With Whelpwise, 
you know up to the minute how long the puppy was alive and what kind of trouble, if any, they are in.  When you hear that 
heart rate depress, you know you have tough decisions to make.  I avoid, at all costs, c -sections for one or two puppies.  You 
have to put the welfare of your bitch and the rest of the litter into perspective, and I always want to avoid major abdominal  
surgery if I can.  I am a strong believer in avoiding c -sections if possible, especially for one or two pups.  I have been in a situa-
tion twice, with Luna (Shillelaghôs mother), where she free whelped litters of 9,  5,  4, and 6,  where I had to do an emergency 
c-section for the last pup in the last two litters and saved the pup.  In both scenarios, we made the right decision as these p ups 
were moving the wrong direction with each contraction and they were 24 -28 oz pups.  When the uterus goes into inertia, itôs 
tough to decide if you just do nothing and give them several hours to recover if youôll have a favorable result.  For a Swissy, 
free whelping 8 puppies in 6 hours is fantastic.  Shillelagh will be a third generation free whelper.  

December 13, 9:23 p.m.  
I did a pelvic exam and could not feel Puppy #8 in the pelvic girdle. I brought Shillelagh back in and found his heart rate w as 

150 bpm.  I decided to do another pelvic.  This time I was able to feel feet in the pelvic girdle.  With Shillelagh hugging m y hus-

bandôs waist, me feathering to aid in the pushing, Shillelagh pushed enough for me to know there was a puppy presenting for 

delivery, but nothing for me to hold on to and help.  I could feel a puppy but I just couldnôt get a hold of him.  I came back in 

and called whelpwise and let them know I could feel the puppy, she was trying to push, but she wasnôt able to get him out.  We 

gave one last dose of 1 unit of oxytocin (.05 mL) and I went back outside with a ñhell or high waterò mentality, this puppy had 

to come out or he would die too.  With a push I was able to latch on to a foot.  With the next push I was able to manipulate my 

fingers around the pelvis, in between my two fingers, and not let him retract back into the uterus.   When I first held onto just 

the foot, I said to my husband, ñTodd, I feel like Iôm going to pull his little leg off, but I refuse to let him go back inside.  One 

more big push and Iôll get him out.ò  (Rixey once had Puppy #5 in a litter of 12 stuck in the wry neck position, where a c-section 
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was necessary to whelp the remaining 7 pups).  Together, with Shillelaghôs pushing and my holding on, at 9:40 p.m. out came 

Puppy #8, male (Ronnie) with no sac or placenta, listless in my hands.  Shillelagh delivered 6 of the 8 puppies outside, stan d-

ing up, in the cold. I raced back in the house with my bulby syringe in hand, shook Ronnie free of the fluids he had aspirate d 

and got a gasp (in a matter of 3 seconds).  I screamed in excitement and rubbed his little body to rally another ñscreamò.  

Once I heard him scream, I said, ñWe did it Todd, we saved this little guy!ò  He would have been dead if I hadnôt been hell 

bent for leather to get him out.  Those depressed heart rates let me know I was on borrowed time, and unfortunately, when 

you live in a rural area, like I do, you are always no less than 30 minutes from emergency intervention, and thatôs just the 

drive to get there.  It was a tough sacrifice to lose Puppy #7, for the benefit of Shillelagh and his siblings, but one of th ose 

difficult breeding decisions a breeder has to make. 

I should go back one day and 
chronicle my notes from every 
litter I have personally whelped 
(Cara  1 time, Julee 3 times, Lola 3 
times, Rixey 4 times, Luna 4 times, 
Tulie 1 time, and Shillelagh 1 
time). I have learned something 
new and different with each 
whelp. I have been humbled by 
each one. I have left each delivery 
thinking òhow could I have made 
that mistake?!ó   Each litter, Karen 
Copley and her staff have been by 
my side. While I am always sleep 
deprived towards the end and agi-
tated at the frequency of monitor-
ing, I resolve myself to staying 
informed, which my vets have al-
ways appreciated. My vets know 
how the labor and delivery is pro-
gressing and can proactively pre-
pare for emergency intervention 
should things take a turn for the 
worse. The doctors have pertinent 
information as to meds given, 
strength and duration of contrac-
tions, fetal heart rates, and they 
know if/when weõre getting into 
trouble and can clear their OR and 
schedules accordingly. Iõve never 
had to race a bitch in without a 
complete history and chart of the 
whelp. My doctors have come to 
respect the Whelpwise service and 
what it provides. It is frustrating 
to be the only person on your end, 
to every staff on Whelpwiseõs end 
over the course of several days 
prior to delivery. Karen and Meg, 
in particular, have been my òcalmó 

before my storm, and they are my 
favorite employees. Dylan is a vet 
and he brings the medical perspec-
tive to the situation when needed.  
All her staff has evolved over the 
17 years Iõve been working with 
her and using her service, but we 
have also become friends. We dia-
logue, we disagree, we challenge 
each other, and we work together 
to bring the healthiest whelping 
experience to the table that we 
can. While I am sleep deprived, 
her staff is patient and works me 
through my fatigue. When I need 
calming and counseling, because I 
canõt think straight anymore, they 
have the ability to stick with the 
facts and we make informed deci-
sions together. We do what is in 
the best interest of the bitch, and 
so far, theyõve never been wrong.  
Iõve been wrong, and Iõve paid the 
prices for that, but Karen has col-
lectively assisted in the whelping 
of more Swissies than any breeder 
in the US and probably has more 
experience with labor patterns 
than most experienced breeders. 
Not only is she knowledgeable 
about our breed, she is very versed 
and knowledgeable about whelp-
ing and dogs and medical inter-
vention. She knows most every 
repro specialist in the country, and 
has worked directly with most of 
them. She calls and checks in on 
mom and puppies several days 
post whelp and is always a re-
source if you need advice or an-

other opinion. 

While I have never had equipment 
failures in the past using Whelp-
wise, I can say going through the 
weekend without the equipment 
made me nervous. From time to 
time I have had problems with the 
recorders sending data to òno 
manõsó land and/or not adjusting 
the sensor properly, or having 
poor placement of my sensor. Iõve 
also learned when to monitor 
every 12 hours prior to delivering 
and when to monitor more or less 
frequently, based on knowing my 
own dog and her symptoms of 
labor. I know many breeders that 
have terminated the use of this 
service and purchased their own 
fetal Dopplerõs and just whelp on 
their own experience and intui-
tion. The one litter I whelped 
without Whelpwise, in June of 
2011, I experienced a horrific act 
of cannibalism from an experi-
enced mother that went through a 
planned c-section for her final lit-
ter (based on her prior history of 
having difficulty but ultimately 
free-whelping  huge puppies be-
tween 24-28 oz). She was disori-
ented, in pain, and had never gone 
into labor, and I wasnõt vigilant 
enough with her for 72 hours post 
whelp, when I came home from 
the surgery. Any mother that 
comes home with newborns from 
any type of surgery needs hyper 
vigilant care in presenting neo-
nates to mom. Iõve had one bitch 
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that lifted her lip at her singleton 
pup up to 3 days post c-section. 
Had I been more conscientious, I 
think the cannibalism could have 
been avoided (she ate two of her 
puppies before I raced down the 
stairs and could respond to the 
squeals). After 48 hours had 
passed, she became herself again 
and resumed being an amazing 
and fantastic mother. That was 
the ONLY litter that I didnõt use 
Whelpwise for in 17 whelping 
experiences.   believe if I had the 
service, I could have waited and 
taken my bitch in for the planned 
c-section when she was actually in 
labor, not when she was 63 days 
from ovulation. 

Delivering naturally is scary and 
delicate. Every litter I am expect-
ing, I study notes from prior 
whelps for days prior to the deliv-
ery, just to verse myself on how 
the delivery progressed, to refresh 
all the supplies I need on hand at 
my whelping table, numbers I 
need handy for emergency calls, 
what food I need for a finicky 
moms that refuse to eat prior to 
and during labor.  Prior to whelp-
ing a litter, you need to know 
what youõre òbottom lineó is 
(financially and personally) be-
cause in the heat of the moment, 
when you need to make a life-
threatening decision, you are EX-
HAUSTED and not thinking 
clearly. You need a mentor or 
some sort of support from peo-
ple you trust, sometimes just a 
phone call away. You need men-
tors that you can call in the mid-
dle of the night to sit with you, 
talk to you, and answer questions 
when you canõt think anymore. 
You need an experienced breeder 
friend, all differences of opinion 
set aside, and that will be there 

for you when you need help at 
2:00 a.m. You need others to call, 
that know what it feels like when 
a mother cannibalizes her own 
young, loses an entire litter, lays 
on a squishes a puppy, or any-
thing in between. You need fel-
low breeders to lean on when you 
lose your whole litter, when your 
puppies are battling for their lives 
in the fragile 8 weeks you are rais-
ing them. You need others that 
understand the hours of sweat 
equity that went into bringing the 
next champion or pet companion 
into the world. As a breeder, you 
reflect and remember those 
amazing mothers that gave those 
companions of ours a great be-
ginning. 

In the next article, I will send my 
òwhelping tableó items for a fu-
ture topic. We learn SO MUCH 
from each other. To my mentors, 
thank you for all you do and an-
swering those calls in the wee 
hours of the morning. Thank you 
for imparting your wisdom and 
experience, so that I may do the 
same for others. I have always 
joked that I want to quit my 
teaching profession and be a 
doggy doula (nurse mid-wife for 
dogs). Every litter I say, òThis is 
the last time I am doing this.ó 
Enough time passes, where you 
forget what happened, until 
youõre doing it all over again, and 
you remind yourself, òThis is the 
last time Iõm doing this!ó 

Upcoming Events  

¶ February 4ñPack Hike 

 Manassas, VA 

 Contact Nancy Kechner 

¶ April 14 & 15ñDraft Trial  

 Cross Junction, VA 

 Contact Megan Westenmeyer 

¶ September 10-14, 2012 

 National Specialty 

 Loveland, CO 

 Contact Alison Burns 

¶ September 28-30, 2012 

 Specialty & Supported Entries, 

 Weight Pull, Herding, Picnic, 

 Educational Seminar 

 Millwood, VA 

 Contact Mary Jo Rasmussen 

¶ September  9-13, 2013 

 National Specialty 

 Purina Farms, MO 

 Contact Janelle Kaiser 

¶ September 14-19, 2014 

 National Specialty 

 Bethlehem, PA 

 Contact Mary Jo Rasmussen 

 

C & P Board Members  

Huck Bothner - President 
Nancy Kechner- Vice President 
Mary Jo Rasmussen - Treasurer 
Jenna Starr-Farling- Secretary 
Michelle Charters - Director 
Kris Featheringham - Director 
Phyllis Walker - Director 
Megan Westenmeyerð Director 

Additional Positions 

Jan Collins ñPhotographer 

Kris Featheringhamñ Webmaster 

Mary Jo Rasmussen ð Newsletter Editor 

Michelle Charters ñ Ways and Means 

Phyllis Walker ñ Membership Chair 

Darlene WardñPhotographer & Calen- 

dar 

Tracy BrainardñCalendar 
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Annie Collins, at the start line! 

Ollie and Darlene at their first herding lesson! 

C & P Member Brags!!  

Ranking: 

#1ñGeorge Kechner/Comer/Robson 

#2ñOliver Markley 

#9ñPenzie Neuman (#2 bitch) 

#14-Izzy Starr-Farling 

¶ Hogan O'Brien finished his Championship at the Allentown show on 

December 17th 

¶ Annie Collins earns her Excellent FAST agility title and her first ex-

cellent Standard Preferred legñWay to go, Jan! 

¶ Izzy now has 70 of the 100 points needed for the coveted Swissy 

ACE Awardñkeep going, IZZY, you weight pull fiend!! 

¶ Kenzie Westenmeyer earned her first obedience CD leg on her very 

first tryñin Fredericksburg!! 

¶ Sophia Rasmussen also earned her first obedience CD leg on her 20th 

try (at least it seems that way!)ñin Fredericksburg. 

Top 20 Conformation 
2011 ðC & Pers  

C & P Membership Stats  

2008, June Organizational Meeting = 19 in attendance 

2008, October = 41 members 

2009, April = 58 members 

2010, January = 82 members 

2012, January = 89 members 
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