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Anniversary  

Congratulations to everyone in the club 
for making it possible to produce a 
monthly newsletter! Folks providing pho-
tos, brags, comments, articles, anecdotes, 
stories, parties, etc., have made the news-
letter sing! A special shout out to Darlene 
Ward, whose exceptional photography 
skills have made it possible for all of us to 
enjoy reliving club events or participating 
vicariously. 
 

Friday (9/25) Dinner  

Eighteen show goers had a delicious meal 
at the Hunters Head Tavern Friday eve-
ning. The tavern occupies an historic 
building in an historic location. Old stone 
walls, houses, horse farms, vineyards, and 
graveyards are part of the drive from the 
show grounds among rolling hills. It is a 
great place to dine anytime of year. 

Hunters Head Tavern 
9048 John Mosby Highway (US 50) 
Upperville, VA 
540-592-9020 
www.huntersheadtavern.com 

Please check their website for menu and 
pricesñlast yearñfood was good and 
prices reasonable. 

Eastern Regional Specialty was 

Fun, Fun, FUN!!  
Location:  

Historic Long Branch House and Farm 
830 Long Branch Lane 
Millwood, VA 22646 

Calendar of Events:  

Friday, September 25  
Supported Entry 
Eating right after Swissy judging at historic Hunters Head  Tavernñsee 
side bar 

Saturday, September 26  
Sweepstakes 
Regular and Non-regular Classes 
Rally and Obedience 
Picnic at tent set up 
Club meetingñduring dessert 

 - educational seminar about our breed standard, conducted by our  
   very own Cathy Cooper, Swissy breeder for over 20 years and AKC     
    judge! 
 - reports from president, treasurer, membership and events coordinators 
 - election of officers 

Raffle 
T-shirt and club patch sales 
Cart rides by Chuckie, Burley and Huckñrained out! 

Kids Baroo! Scavanger Hunt coordinated by Kate Walker-Bawa and 

Reinee Ericksonñrained out! 

September 27     
Supported Entry 
Rally, Obedience 
Hugs goodbyeñuntil next year! 

Complete wrap up, meeting minutes, photos, and show 

results in the next newsletter!  

Chesapeake and Potomac Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club  
 

http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com
http://www.huntersheadtavern.com


 

 

 

 

Three Swissies at Handling Clinic!  
By Tina Bailey, Megan Fletcher, Mary Jo Rasmussen  

As unbelievable as it may sound, three Swissies (all C & P Club members!) 
were represented at a two-day George Alston Handling Seminar in Winches-
ter, VA September 12th and 13th. Megan, with Kenzie, was in the beginner 
section; Tina with Justus, and Mary Jo with Dicey rounded out the advanced 
section. 

Meganõs perspective: The flyer read, òA rare opportunity to participate in a 
George Alston Handling Clinic.ó That sounds great, I thought. A top notch 
dog show handler with more Best in Shows to his credit than I could imagine.  
I told a few people of my idea to sign up with my 13 month old girl, Kenzie.  
They asked me if I was sure I wanted to do this, òhe makes people cry, you 
know.ó You can imagine my apprehension, being that Iõve only been handling 
this first show dog of mine for six months. 

Our first session started early Saturday morning and within 10 minutes, two 
people had been scolded for interrupting his seminar. Now Iõm scared and 
praying that Kenzie doesnõt start whining or causing some sort of disturbance.  
Thankfully, Mary Jo lightened Mr. Alstonõs mood and really changed the at-
mosphere in that room through her wonderful sense of humor. So, the learn-
ing began! Over the next two days we were instructed in how to present our 
canine partners so as to give them the highest advantage possible in the show 
ring. I never thought so many little things could make such a difference, but 
they sure do. It was great to watch others work their dogs and see how Mr. 
Alston read the dog and what worked best for that particular pair. Presenta-
tion is everything, people! 

If you ever have the opportunity to attend one of Mr. George Alstonõs han-
dling clinics, I highly recommend it. I had a great experience and didnõt cry at 
all!! 

Tina thought George was very motivational. òHe taught us how well you can 
show your dog when you have control of their head. And that stress can 
cause you to make mistakes in the ring. He also emphasized that when you 
wait to go into the ring, focus on your dogñnot your friends. This type of 
clinic is a ômust doõ if you are an owner handler and want to do well in the 
ring. Wait, maybe we donõt want everyone taking the class and knowing his 
secrets!ó 

Winning Swissy in Lottery!  
By Agnes Vanek  

We have some cool news! The Virginia lottery held a 
contest in the spring and out of 9,100 entries they 
picked 20 dogs to be on the next set of scratch-off 
tickets. My Roxy was one of the 20 dogs!  I entered 
all of the dogsõ pictures. The Virginia lottery sent all 
the winners samples of the tickets that are coming 
out on 9/15. When they called me they said she was 
one of the first pictures they selected back in June. 
Press release: http://www.valottery.com/news/press_article.asp?artid=2505 

2 

Before Mr. Alston banished cameras from the ring, 
Megan and Kenzie receive helpful hints 

Tina and Justus receive a Second Place rosette in 
the advanced group show! 

Megan receives a Fourth Place finish in the begin-
ner group show! 

http://www.valottery.com/news/press_article.asp?artid=2505


 

A First Timerôs Experience with 
Rally Advanced  
By Tracy Brainard  

I took Ella to a Rally Advanced (off lead) show-n-go recently. Lots of agil-
ity was going on in four adjacent fields because of the upcoming agility 
competition. Ella did awesome with the first Rally run through. We would 
have scored an 80+ if we had been in actual competition. I was ecstatic 
because of all of the commotion going on with the agility practice. 

We rested a bit, let a few others go, and then tried again....just to solidify to 
myself that we can do this off lead. We started, went to the first station - 
did fine and then proceeded to the next obstacleña jump. Ella took the 
jump and then took off at full force away from me and ran to the fence of 
one of the agility rings. I ran over, told her she was wrong, and then tried 
to start over. We proceeded on the same routine, but when she took the 
jump the second time, she made sure I couldn't get her. She took off so 
fast and went way up in front of the house to the front agility rings. I was 
mortified, and now after her one perfect run, am left with uncertainty if I'll 
tick someone off at the Raleigh show as Ella runs after something more 
fun. 

We are only signed up for Friday of the Raleigh show for Advanced Rally.  
I want to get the final two legs at the C & P Specialty.  Let's hope she does 
well on Friday like we did our first run through last night. It is only 
Wednesday and I get so nervous when I think about it. Hee, hee!  Laura 
told me to drink a beer before I go into the ring to calm myself! 

[Ed. Note: Ella and Tracy did beautifully at the Raleigh show earning their 
first Rally Advance leg!] 

September Show Results  
Raleigh, NC ðThursday, September 3  Click HERE  

Raleigh, NC ðFriday, September 4  Click HERE  

Raleigh, NC ðSaturday, September 5  Click HERE  

Raleigh, NC ðSunday, September 6  Click HERE  
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Ways and Means  

Department  

Jenna is busy making inquiries about 
items our club can sell. More details 
will follow in the next newsletter. A 
webpage for such items will be created, 
as well as a Paypal option for purchas-
ing goodies. Weõll be just in time for 
Christmas gifts!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events  

October 17ñDraft Clinic, 

 Mt. Airy, MD 

November 28 & 29ñDraft Trial 

 Mt. Airy, MD 

New Yearõs PartyñTBD 

May 24-27, 2010ñNational Spe-
cialty, Springfield, IL 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Do you know???  

Past issues of the C & P Swissy Licks  
are on our website at 
www.cpgreaterswiss.com 

 

 

Barbara and Maggieõs first 
try at an agility trialñyou 
go, ladies!! 

http://www.infodog.com/RESULTS/2009636501/200963650135500.HTM
http://www.infodog.com/RESULTS/2009060202/200906020235500.HTM
http://www.infodog.com/RESULTS/2009016108/200901610835500.HTM
http://www.infodog.com/RESULTS/2009039802/200903980235500.HTM
http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com

