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First Club Newsletter!  

We are delighted to provide a quarterly, 

on-line newsletter to C & P GSMDC 
members. 

Please let this be your newsletter by 
providing content in the form of articles, 
photos, brags, or anything else that 
comes to mind. Submit contributions to: 
info@cpgreaterswiss.com  

 

 

 

 

 
Jan Collinsõ Albert òBertieó takes his new wheels 
for a spin. 

 

 

 

 

 
Ben Miller enjoys a ride from Chuckie and Burley 
at the September club picnic. 
 

 Charter Membership Drive!  
The Chesapeake & Potomac Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club (C & P 
GSMDC) held its first meeting June 2008 in Falls Church, VA. A protem 
board was established to create a constitution and bylaws, and treasury. 

The board also created a club membership form and dues structure to solicit 
charter members during the clubõs first year. As of October 31st, the club 
boasts 40 charter members! Thank you for your support in our inaugural year! 

Constitution and bylaws    Membership  list  

  

October Draft Clinic a Real Drag! !  
Tires, 2 x 4õs, bricks, training wheelsñeight beginner draft teams dragged 
such items all over Jan Collinsõ beautiful property. Three intermediate 
teams pulled carts through training stations under the tutelage of Huck 
Bothner. Jim and Mary Jo Rasmussen assisted the beginners. 

Suzy Fuquea, our club Events Coordinator, organized the event to 
perfection, and Jean Measell and Merrill Meyer-Hewitt emceed a raffle. Jan 
Collins provided scrumptious varieties of sandwiches. And whoever 
ordered the weather is hired to do the same at next yearõs clinic! 

Read a first-hand account by participants Phyllis Walker and Kate Walker-
Bawa on page three. 

More Details  

 

September Picnic &  Club Meeting  
In conjunction with the Warrenton and Old Dominion Kennel Club Show, 

C & P GSMDC hosted a picnic, club meeting and board meeting. The 
Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America supported the entry this 
year. Our clubõs goal is to host a regional specialty at the Warrenton 
Kennel Club Show September 26th, 2009ñso mark your calendars! Weõll 

need lots of volunteers J. 

Meeting Minutes  

 

 

Name the Newsletter Contest!!  

See page two for detailsé 

 

http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com/
http://app4.websitetonight.com/projects/3/3/3/8/333850/uploads/C___P_Constitution_and_bylaws.pdf
http://app4.websitetonight.com/projects/3/3/3/8/333850/uploads/membership_10-08.pdf
http://app4.websitetonight.com/projects/3/3/3/8/333850/uploads/Drafting_Resources_and_Ideas.pdf
http://app4.websitetonight.com/projects/3/3/3/8/333850/uploads/9-08_club___board_meeting_minutes.pdf
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Name the Newsletter 
Contest!!  

Get those creative juices flowing and 

submit ideas to name our clubõs 

newsletter. Please send to: 

info@cpgreaterswiss.com  

The winner will receive a $25 gift 

certificate to a dog store near you! 

Entries close December 1, 2008.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events  

 December 6 & 7ñPack hike, 

French Creek State Park, 

Elverson, PA 

bigdotto@dejazzd.com 

dholly8@verizon.net 

 January 2009ñClub party, to be 

announced 

 Spring 2009ñDraft Trial, to be 

announced 

 April 27-May 1ñGSMDCA 

National Specialty  

www.gsmdca.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Join the Club Chat List!  

To be able to communicate with one 

another, please join the C & P Google 

Chat Group. 

Contact membership chair, Phyllis 

Walker, to be placed on the list: 

aris@mindspring.com 

 

 Greater Swiss Mountain Dog 

Turns 100  by Catherine O. Cooper  
It was on a fateful day 100 years ago this year that the Greater Swiss 
Mountain Dog was òdiscoveredó at of all places a dog show! If not for the 
expertise of a dog show judge and Sennehund expert the Greater Swiss 
Mountain Dog would most likely have fallen into extinction or at best 
become a short-haired version of the Bernese Mountain Dog. 

Dr. Albert Heim was officiating at a show in Langenthal Switzerland where 
Franz Schertenleib, a well known breeder of Bernese Mountain Dogs and 
Entlebucher, entered a dog he thought to be a large, but accidentally short-
haired òBerner Sennehundó. The dogõs name was Bello vom Schlossgut.  
Schertenleib was eager to learn what Dr. Heim would think of this dog.  
Bello was a beautifully marked, sturdy dog with very pretty colors. Any 
other judge would most likely have dismissed him from the ring as too 
short coated for a Berner and of no value for breeding but Heim told 
Schertenleib òThis dog belongs in a different category: he is too gorgeous 
and thoroughbred to push him aside as a poor example of a Berner. He is 
an example of the old-time, almost extinct, butcher dog.ó Heim wrote in 
his judgeõs notes òBello is a marvelous, old Sennenhund of the large almost 
extinct breed. Had he been entered under òother breedsó I would have 
recognized him as grossen Sennehund and awarded him first prize with 
pleasure. Since he was entered among the Durrbachõs I cannot give this 
interesting dog more than second prize. This dog is out of place here.ó 

On the spot Heim named the breed the Grosse Schweizer Sennehunde 
which translates to the big or large dog of the Swiss senne (alpine 
herdsman). The GSMD joined the ranks of the three existing Sennehund 
breeds, the Bernese Mountain Dog, the Appenzeller and the Entlebucher. 
Schertenlieb began a search for other members of this ònewó breed and 
systematic breeding of the GSMD began. Originally there were 21 dogs 
registered in the SHSB but only seven of those show up in the pedigrees of 
the modern day GSMD. This shows how closely the inbreeding has been.  
The breed is remarkably healthy in spite of the fact that it traces its roots 
back to seven individuals. This is undoubtedly because selection over the 
centuries for this type of dog had created a robust dog of a fairly uniform 
look. 

In 1968 the first GSMD were imported to the US by J. Frederick and 
Patricia Hoffman and Perrin Rademacher. At this time there were thought 
to be 350-400 in existence. In 2007 the GSMD ranked number 90 amongst 
the AKC breeds in popularity up from 111 10 years ago. The breed 
continues to enjoy a very slow, but steady growth. 

On this 100th anniversary of the recognition of the breed GSMD admirers 
would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Dr. Albert Heim, the dog 
show judge who recognized the uniqueness of this wonderful breed. 

Quotes from Die Schweizer Hunderassen by Hans Raber 
 

 

 

 

mailto:info@cpgreaterswiss.com
mailto:bigdotto@dejazzd.com
http://www.gsmdca.org/
mailto:aris@mindspring.com
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Kate, Phyllis and Argyle 

 

 
Emmett and Suzy working 

 

 
Jenna, Izzy, Jan, Bert 

 

 
Murphy, Blasse, Merrill, Sunny 

 The Draft Clinic: A View from a 
Novice  by Phyllis Walker and Kate Walker - Bawa  
On a bright, crisp October morning, we gathered down by the barn on Jan 
and Hugh Collinsõ property. This was our first experience with drafting. As 
Argyle, our nine-month-old puppy, tugged on her lead, she clearly had her 
breedõs disposition for pulling.  I wasnõt sure, however, how she would react 
once the training started. We divided into two groups, novices and carting 
veterans, and were patiently guided by two draft judges, Huck Bothner and 
Mary Jo Rasmussen. Here are some of our lessons learned: 

 Obedience is basic.  Drafting builds on the commands a dog learns in 
beginning obedience. From the òstandó command as one puts on the 
harness to the òheeló command as one walks alongside the working dog, 
being able to let your dog know your expectations is essential. Whether 
the dog has learned this in a standard obedience class, as Argyle did, or in 
other training, such as agility, is irrelevant.What matters is 
communication (with plenty of praise for good behavior). 

 Starting with a pup is not òtoo early.ó  In fact, with some of the 
training, the earlier it starts the better. A beginnerõs training for drafting is 
mainly about conditioning the dog to new experiences. I was pleasantly 
surprised to see that Argyle, who is definitely not known as a quiescent 
pup, readily accepted being fit in her borrowed harness. Jim Rasmussen, a 
seasoned handler, helped tighten the straps, and showed me how to hook 
up the traces to a small weighted sled, which Argyle easily pulled across 
the grass, seemingly oblivious to what trailed behind her. Only when she 
pulled it across the gravel did she balk, surprised by the new sound at her 
rear. At this, my job became coaxing her along and distracting her to 
ensure that, overall, her experience with pulling would be positive. In the 
afternoon, Argyle did a run on the draft course that Huck and Mary Jo 
set up, pulling along the weighted sled, and she managed to move 
through it, including the circles and weaving. Getting her accustomed to 
the feeling of the rigid shafts bumping into her sides, however, will take 
more work. But we have time, and the slow-and-steady approach seems 
to be a good plan. Our experience suggests there is no reason this 
conditioning to the new equipment and sounds could not be done with 
any young pup, so long as the dog is willing to listen. 

 Hanging around with Swissy owners and their dogs is fun.  This 
isnõt so much a new lesson as a reconfirmation of something Iõve learned.  
The people who endeavor to raise good Swissies already stand a breed 
apart from other dog owners. It was a marvel to watch the dozen or so 
Swissiesñyoung pups and older dogs, females and malesñcavort in the 
Collinsõ large fenced-in side yard while we enjoyed lunch on the back 
deck. The draft clinic gave us not only an opportunity to help our dogsõ 
training and socialization but also a chance to get to know better the 
other Swissy owners in our area. The end of the day-long clinic seemed to 
come far too early. 

Weõre grateful the C&P GSMDC took a lead in organizing this event 
(especially Suzy Fuquea, who helped pull everything together), so that even a 
complete novice and young pup could participate and not feel intimidated. 
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Emmett and Suzy getting ready 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Nancy and Dan resting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Hewitt leads the way! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albert, hey Bertieñyou-hoo!! 

 

Drafting may not be a skill to be learned in a few weeks or months, but it is 
an activity that builds the relationship between a dog and its handler and 
provides a means for a Swissy to do the work for which it was bred. Would 
we try drafting again? Without hesitation, yeséand weõre looking forward to 
the next clinic in the spring. 
 

Wintertime Woes  
The holiday season is full of dangers for Phydeaux. House plants, chemical 
salts used on icy walks, antifreeze, and chocolate candy all pose hazards to 
our best friend. 

 Many popular house plants have poisonous leaves, stems, or berries, 
including dieffenbachia, holly, philodendron, and poinsettia and 
should be kept out of the reach of pets.  

 Halite, the chemical salt that melts ice on sidewalks, is also poisonous. 
If Rover walks on treated sidewalks, wipe his feet with a damp cloth 
when returning home. Sand makes a good alternative to chemical salt; 
it doesn't melt the ice, but it does improve traction. Kitty litter is OK 
in a pinch, but when wet, it clumps and loses its gritty texture.  

Anti-freeze is a definite hazard. Highly toxic, it has a sweet taste that appeals 
to dogs and cats and can be deadly in doses as small as a teaspoon for a large 
dog. Spilled anti-freeze should be flushed from driveways to avoid even tiny 
puddles that pets could lick. 
 
Andéthe days are getting shorter, the nights are cooler, and preparations for 
winter have begun. Mom has taken sweaters and jackets from storage, dogs 
have grown thicker coats, and the heat has come on once or twice already. 
The holidays are just around the corner. Kids stay after school for soccer 
practice and spend evenings doing homework. Life has shifted gears, and 
Rover may need some help to adjust. 

The decline of daylight after the summer solstice triggers growth of lush 
undercoats in northern breeds and other double-coated dogs. Many dogs 
develop a voracious appetite, handy for wild animals that need a layer of fat 
to get them through the winter but less than useless in a family pet. Cool 
temperatures are a tonic to most dogs, and they'll romp and play long past 
time to go to school or work in the morning or get to the teacher's meeting 
in the afternoon if they're allowed. 

Most living takes place inside from October through April, and close quarters 
enhance the possibilities for trouble between family members, including the 
dog. If Steve comes home late because he had volleyball practice and spends 
the evening doing homework, Bear will feel snubbed. A neglected Bear can 
get into trouble ñ possessions may be stolen or chewed, housetraining may 
be forgotten, and training may slip down the drain. 

For the rest of the article and more ideas, please click on the source of this 
article. 
 
Source: Dog Owner's Guide: Winter Woes www.canismajor.com/dog/winter1.html 
 

 

 

 

http://www.canismajor.com/dog/winter1.html

