Judge ooper with her Best in Show dog

Gen, Pres and Luba, VP of the Russian
Sennehund Club with Cathy and friend

Name the Newsletter Contest!!

$25 gift certificate to winner!
Entries Due Dec. 15 "1l mjrasmus@gmail.com
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I was very excited when I was asked to travel to Russia to judge their National
Sennenhund Specialty. My sister, Phyllis, loves to travel so she very willingly
agreed to be my traveling companion. Our excitement turned to confusion
when we started the process of obtaining our Russian visas, but once we
crossed that hurdle it was smooth sailing the rest of the way.

We arrived in Moscow on Friday Nov. 7" and after an exciting ride from the
airport to the hotel, wedll jus-"
had the rest of the day to rest up from our flight. On Saturday Vera, our
translator, met us at the hotel and we spent the day visiting the Kremlin, Red
Square, a museum, St. Basel 6s C.

Sunday morning arrived and it was time for the big show. I was judging the
Berner puppy classes and all of the GSMD classes. They had invited Herr and
Frau Schweizer from Switzerland to judge the rest of the Berner classes, the
Entlebucher and the Appenzeller. I was honored to have been selected to
judge Best in Show. The GSMD has only been in Russia for 8 years. Most of
their foundation stock is German. They had some very nice dogs that would
be competitive in the US. Of course my Best in Show selection went to the
Swissy, although there was a lovely Berner bitch that gave him a run for his
money. The breed is off to an excellent start in this country and they have
some very serious enthusiasts and talented breeders.

Monday morning Herr Schweizer presented a seminar on the Bernese
Mountain Dog to the Sennehund club members. This was a little over my head
as it was in German translated to Russian, but I managed to follow the gist.

After the seminar I was asked to do a question and answer session about the
GSMD in the US.

Following the seminar my sister and I were treated to a visit to the Grand
Vencedor kennel. Several of the European Champions live there, and Nicolas
and Natalia let us visit with the dogs as well as a litter of puppies.

The trip was exciting and the dogs were beautiful. The Russian people were
wonderful and we made many new friends. It was a once in a lifetime
experience!
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New Year 0s

C & P @SMDC members and friends
are ringing in the new year Sunday,
January 11t from 1-5. There is lots of
room for two and four legged friends
to run around indoors! Refreshments
provided. Fidos for Freedom, 1200
Sandy Spring Road, Laurel, MD 20707
Contact: suzy@fuquea.com

C & P GSMDC Pack Hike
Waiting Approval!!

Please mark your calendar for a back-
to-back pack hike April 25 and 26 in
Eastern PA along the Appalachian trail.

The event is being organized by
Andrea and Christopher, who have
submitted the necessary paperwork to
the GSMDCAR approval is pending.

Our events coordinator, Suzy, is also
assisting with logistics and
communication. For more
information contact:

aslage@embargmail.com or

suzv@fuquea.com Thanks, you three!

Upcoming Events

e January 11,2009f Ne w Y e
Party

e  April 25 and 26fi Pack hike,
Eastern PA

e Late Spring 20091 VA Draft
Trial, to be announced

e April 27-May 1f GSMDCA
National Specialty
www.gsmdca.org

Rock Creek Parkil 5200 Glover Road NW, Washington, DC 20015
www.nps.gov/roct 202-895-6070

Rock Creek Park is trulyagemi N our nati onds ca
opportunity to reflect and soothe their spirits through the beauty of nature.
Fresh air, majestic trees, wild animals, and the ebb and flow of Rock Creek
emanate the delicate aura of the forest. Rock Creek Park is open during
daylight hours year round.

Great Falls National Parkfi 9200 Old Dominion Dr., Mc Lean, VA 22102
www.nps.gov/grfa 703-285-2965

At Great Falls, the Potomac River builds up speed and force as it falls over a
series of steep, jagged rocks and flows through the narrow Mather Gorge.
The Patowmack Canal offers a glimpse into the early history of this country.
Great Falls has many opportunities to explore history and nature, all in a
beautiful 800-acte patkonly1 5 mi | es f r om ThhRarkiN
open daily from 7 a.m. until dark. The Visitor Center is open from 10 a.m.
until 4 p.m. daily.

Shirlington Dog Parkii 2601 South Arlington Mill Drive, Atlington, VA
www.arlingtondogs.org/parks shirlington.shtml 703-578-0522 (mailbox 1)
This 1.07 acre facility is fully fenced, shaded in summer, with a stream for
dogs to play. They host free Puppy Parties Saturday mornings from 9 to 11
a.m. as a community service program sponsored by ArlingtonDogs. These
socialization sessions are for puppies up to nine months old. Volunteers are
present at all parties and a professional dog trainer is often present to answer
questions about puppy behavior. Park hours: Sunrise to 1/2 hour after
sunset year round.

a.k.a. spotfi 2509 N Franklin Rd, Arlington, VA 22201
http://akaspot.com 866-844-7768

Self dog-wash: a.k.a. spot offers bathing tubs for dogs. Tub, shampoo, and
towels are all provided. Small dog-$15. Big dog-$20.

Lucky Dog Pet Sitting Servicesfi 12015 Youngtree Ct., Bristow, VA 20136
www.luckydogpetservices.com 703-881-0109

If you have to be gone forafewdaysand candt take vy
owned business will come into your home several times per day and feed,
water, play and walk your dog. They are not intimidated by the big breeds.
We have used them numerous times and they are terrific.

WOOPFS! Dog Daycarefi 4241-A North Pershing Drive, Arlington, VA
22203 www.woofsdogtraining.com 703-536-7877

WOOFS! Dog Daycare is open M-F 7am - 6:30pm for dogs 10 weeks and
up. They offer Puppy K and other obedience classes using positive training
techniques.
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Do you know???

Chocolate contains theobromine, an
alkaloid similar to caffeine, that can
cause nerve damage and even death in
dogs. Different types of chocolate can
have varying amounts of theobromine,
so if doggie eats a bag of M & Ms or a
chocolate cupcake, he may not be
affected, but a dish of dark chocolate
candies may do him in.

Anti-freeze is a definite hazard. Highly
toxic, it has a sweet taste that appeals
to dogs and cats and can be deadly in
doses as small as a teaspoon for a large
dog. Spilled anti-freeze should be
flushed from driveways to avoid even
tiny puddles that pets could lick.

Halite, the chemical salt that melts ice
on sidewalks, is also poisonous. If
Rover walks on treated sidewalks, wipe
his feet with a damp cloth when
returning home. Sand makes a good
alternative to chemical salt; it doesn't
melt the ice, but it does improve
traction. Kitty litter is OK in a pinch,
but when wet, it clumps and loses its
gritty texture.

Many popular house plants have
poisonous leaves, stems, or berries,
including dieffenbachia, holly,
philodendron, and poinsettia and

should be kept out of the reach of pets.

Piney Run Parkfi 30 Martz Road Sykesville, MD 21784-8125
http://ccgovernment.carr.org/ccg/recpark/pineyrun.asp 410-795-3274
Open year-round, the park is centered around Piney Run Reservoir, a 300-
acre lake that was completed by the Corps of Engineers in 1974. Hiking trails
are plentiful around the reservoir and through the woods, too. New trail maps
are in development and will be available soon, please ask at the gatehouse

during the in season. = =

Piney Run Park also hosts a
terrific Nature Center that
provides approximately 300
programs each year to the
general public. Activities serve
a wide range of ages from
preschoolers to senior
citizens.

ul

Jan Coll insbo

Great Falls National Parkfl 11710 MacArthur Blvd, Potomac, MD 20854
www.nps.gov/grfa 703-285-2965

Great Falls Park, straddling both banks of the Potomac River, offers
stunning views. Rushing whitewater pours through steep, jagged crevices into
a narrow gorge. Photographers, hikers, and nature lovers find much to enjoy
here. The park offers many trails, and the miles-long towpath of the
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal parallels the riverfi great dog walking areal

Greenbelt National Parkfi 6565 Greenbelt Rd, Greenbelt, MD 20770
www.nps.gov/gree 301-344-3944

Best kept secret in Prince Georges County. This park has several different
picnic sites and a camping area. Various woodland trails wind through the
park, but the outer trail, Perimeter Trail, is five miles and two loops of this is
an excellent setting for a future Pack Dog event. The National Park Service
does not push the park much lest it be overwhelmed, but it has a fascinating
and important history and is a very nice park.

Quiet Waters Parkil 600 Quiet Waters Park Road, Annapolis, MD 21403
www.aacounty.org/RecParks/Parks/quiet waters park 410-222-1777
Double Dog Parks, Land AND Water. Many picnic areas and trails (non-
woodland) exist in this park. The Land Dog Park has areas for small dogs
and bigger dogs. People benches in the dog area and water dishes and a hose
are available. Approximately a quarter mile away is a stretch of beach that is
reserved for dogs. This is one of the top 10 dog beaches in the USA. The
park can get crowded. Additional info: www.friendsofquietwaterspark.org

FI ash

Atlantis Lodgefl Atlantic Beach, North Carolina www.atlantislodge.com
The Lodge is ON the beach and has a combo of rooms and efficiencies that
allow up to 2 pets per unit. All kinds of beach gear (chairs, umbrellas, toys,
etc) are waiting for your use on the beach. Dogs welcome all year long]!
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More Moscow adventures from Cathy: During our
sightseeing tour we got to ride the metro
and learned that in Moscow they have
ometro dogso6. Thes¢
the metro where there are shops and it is
very warm. All of these dogs were very fat
because they are fed by the shopkeepers as
well as everyone traveling on the metro. We
even saw a dog traveling on one of the
trains, sleeping on a bench. These dogs were
fairly similar in type, resembling small
Shepherd crosses. There was a statue in one
of the stations honoring a dog that had been
killed by some crazy woman. I found that an
interesting tidbit about Moscow. Cathy at Metro Dog Memorial

e Andi and Chr tasd laspNoveerPdksDogRider t e r

These two wer

e Imara LesleyFisher 6s t hree year ol d, i
Working Greater Swiss (WGS) designation!

C&pP GSMDG_ e Imara earned her novice standard agility titlel NAP! She qualified in
Newletter Contributors her first three attemptsfi three for three!
J}izcgfu?iner e Burley Rasmussen finally earned his Master Excellent Jumper agility title
Cathy Cooper e Jenna lz§ tveactBOWaH 3 days
Suzy Fuquea for 5 pts including a 3 pt majorfi in
Andrea Lage Howard Co., MD!
Jean Measell
Mercedes Meyers e Our very own Cathy Cooper in Russial
Phyllis Walker Cathy was invited to judge a show in
Mary Jo Rasmussen, newsletter editor Moscow. See related story page 1.
e Leigh Pool e gcaifn
Ed Psych from UNC-Chapel Hill!l ] ] ]
Genia, President of the Russian
Please join the club chat list! Send brags as often as you like to mjrasmus@gmail.com Sennehund Club, with Cathy

Contact membership chair, Phyllis
Walker, to be placed on the list:

is@mi o t
aris@mindspring.com November 17" Huck Bothner and Jean

Measelld s Jack suffered
0Jack lived to be touched. He would get to
people, lean on them, and be so gentle about it
they never knew how it happened. Jack could
be sitting about three feet away from you and

To remove your name from our e-mail
list, please click here .

Questions or comments? Email us at within a minute, and without you noticing, he
info@cpgreaterswiss.com or call 734- would scoot over and be spooning you from a
645-0899 sitting position. He was VERY special.0

Jack 4
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GREATER SWISS MOUNTAIN DOG CL.UB
Application for CHARTER Membership July 1, 2008 8 June 30, 2009

NAME(S)

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE CELL PHONE

E-MAIL ADDRESS

Registered Name of GSMD | Call Name | Registration # | Breeder Name | Date of Birth

Please check all that apply: _ _
A Breeder (registered a A Exhibitor (handled A  Dog Owner (of A Judge (AKC-
litter within past 3 dog at AKC event AKC registered licensed judge)

years) within past 2 years) dog)

I (We) agree to abide by the Constitution and Bylaws of this Club and the rules of the American Kennel Club.

Signature and Date

Signature and Date

Yearly Membership Fees are $35 for Family Membership, $25 per Individual Member. While membership is
unrestricted as to residence, the C & P GSMDC strongly encourages members outside0 f  t he CIl ub 8 s
geographical area (DC, DE, MD, Eastern PA, VA) to apply for Associate Membership. Those who wish to

learn more about the GSMD but do not own a GSMD may join as an Associate Member. Associate

Membership Fees are $35 for Family Membership, $25 per Individual Member. Associate members are not

able to vote or hold office in the C & P GSMD Club.

Please let us know what events you would like C & P to provide and how you would like to support the club.

Al so, add any add:i dtdslanadut ydurielf apdfonyaut doge Mhis  BQUB dub-1 1 k

1 et us know what youdd |ike to do!
BBQds, parties Conformation Agility
Obedience/Rally Dog show help Weight pull
Breed information Health issues Packing
Write Newsletter articles Drafting Rescue
Serve on board Herding Therapy

In what ways would you like to volunteer for the club:

Please send a check payable to the C & P GSMD Club along with this application to the
Membership Chairperson, Phyllis Walker, 5933 Sixth Street, Falls Church, VA 22041



