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January Jump Start Hike  
January 30th  

(Feb. 6 weather delay) 

10.8 mile hike along flat Rail Trail, PA 

Andi and Christopher are once again orga-

nizing a GSMDCA Pack Hike to ring in 

the new year! 

10:45 AM weigh in; 11:00 start hike 

$5 per dog and handler team 

Cumberland Valley Rail Trail, Ship-

pensburg, PA  www.cvrtc.org/

index.html 

Download flyer HERE 

Questions? Contact hike coordinator 
Andrea Lage 
aslage@embarqmail.com 
717.530.1422 

New Yearôs Party!  
Year of the Tiger (Hu Bai He  )  
Personality traits of the tiger: Tigers are lovable, magnetic and inde-

pendent. The tiger is an optimist. They are brave, kind, daring, and 

full of feeling. Such a person might be a race car driver, animal 

trainer, reporter or soap opera star! Such a dog might be...  

C & P GSMDC members and friends are ringing in the New Year at an 
open house Saturday, January 16, from 3-7. 5600 square feet of space 
provides plenty of space for two- and four-legged friends to run around 
indoors! Please note: Un-neutered males need to be crated, leashed or in 
your vehicleñwe have had challenging situations with the boys and donõt 
want repeat episodes. 

 

Chesapeake and Potomac Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club  
 

January 16, 2010  
 New Yearôs Party 

Pup óN Iron 
21 Perchwood Drive  

Unit 111  
Fredericksburg, VA 22405  

www.pupniron.com  
540 - 659 - 7614  

 
3:00 ð7:00 PM  

Food, beverages and great  company provided!  

http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com
http://www.cvrtc.org/index.html
http://www.cvrtc.org/index.html
http://app4.websitetonight.com/projects/3/3/3/8/333850/uploads/The_January_Jump_Start_Pack_Hike_1_.pdf
mailto:aslage@embarqmail.com
http://www.pupniron.com


 

 After I got my first Swissy, Sirius, 3 years ago, I started to get the itch for an-
other Swissy puppy. I had totally bought into the òbet you canõt have just 
oneó line of reasoning, and wanted to get another while Sirius was still young 
and flexible enough to accept a puppy and enjoy the companionship of an-
other dog. My timing was fairly awful: my partner was having a total knee re-
placement 3 days after the puppy would arrive, I was having a graduation 
party for 100 the day after the puppy arrived, and I feared that the 9 year old 
Basset Hound would not accept the arrival of yet another puppy. On the 
other hand, I loved his mom, Luna, it was her first litter, and the dad was 
Cathy Cooperõs Stevie, who is a great and gorgeous dog. The puppy would be 
Siriusõ nephew. The decision was made! Here comes the puppy, and his name 
will be George. That is, as in Bugs Bunnyõs òI will love him and hug him and 
call him Georgeó. While I was apprehensive about what might go wrong with 
getting a new puppy, I have enjoyed every moment with George since he ar-
rived. A couple of simple guidelines learned over the years have really helped 
me out in raising a happy, well-adjusted, and enjoyable puppy. Hereõs what 
Iõve learned: 

Order a copy of The Monks of New Sketeõs òThe Art of Raising a 
Puppyó or òHow to Be Your Dogõs Best Friendó. Both are widely 
available on-line and in bookstores. In a nutshell, these books take the 
mystery out of what your dog is thinking and how they are hard-wired. By 
hooking into the nature and needs of your puppy, you can understand 
beforehand what theyõll need, and how to avoid potential pitfalls. These 
books can help establish housebreaking routines, lay down elementary 
obedience, and also understand the stages of your puppyõs life, and how 
to best reach your pup during them. 

Get a good crate. The New Skete books detail the essentials of crate 
training, and why itõs the best and safest way to raise your puppy. Not 
only does crate training help with housebreaking your puppy, but it also 
allows you to control his chewables and environment to prevent accidents 
like chewing electrical cords while youõre out. Itõs not cruel- itõs good 
sense, and your puppy will love having his own safe òdenó to hang out in. 

Puppy-proof your house. These little guys are mouths with a body at-
tached. They explore their environments by sticking anything they can in 
their mouths and chewing whatever it is up. If you have any pieces of fur-
niture you donõt want potentially gnawed on, move them out of the 
puppyõs domain for a little while. Apparently thereõs no such deliciousness 
as the rockers on a rocking chair. Be preventive, and you and your pup 
wonõt clash on his òhome remodelingó projects. 

The floor is the puppyõs shelf. Take all of your shoes, any potentially 
harmful chewables, and anything that can be destroyed off the ground. 
Youõre the human: prepare the area for your puppyõs safety, and to avoid 
conflict over chewed items. 

Buy lots of things for puppy to chew. Even puppies are master sur-
geons when it comes to removing the squeakies from dog toys. Buy them 
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Iõm not trying to be bad! 

Getting a Puppy, and Enjoying Every Minute!  
By Nancy Kechner  



 

chewies that are safe and appeal to the dog, not you. Cow hooves, òBully 
Sticksó, rolled rawhide, and other things that are yummy and appeal to 
pups are great additions to puppyõs environment. 

Immediately start work on bite inhibition. Iõve always used òno biteó 
as my command, and I start using it the first day my puppy comes home. 
They have little scalpel teeth that really hurt when they chomp down on 
you. There are various ways to teach bite inhibition- adopt one, and stick 
with it. Children and older adults have delicate skin that can be pierced by 
uncontrolled puppy chewing. Puppies need to chew, but not on human 
flesh. Correct the pup, and then give him something appropriate to chew 
on instead of you and your friends. 

Think ahead! While itõs cute to have your puppy jump up to greet you, 
itõs not nearly as much fun when you have a 130-pound adult dog jump-
ing up on you. Think about how you respond to any behavior; if itõs a be-
havior you want to strengthen, reward it. If itõs a behavior that you want 
to extinguish, donõt reward it, and substitute it with a more suitable be-
havior that you reward. 

Be the human in charge! The adage òcuddle your Swissy, donõt coddle 
your Swissyó will really help you out. While Swissys are an incredible 
breed that ultimately want to please you, they are also large and can have 
dominant behaviors. Swissys will test you! Be consistent, be in charge, set 
limits, and behave like a trustworthy leader. My breeder has re-homed 
several Swissys that werenõt raised to accept a human leader of their pack, 
and it was the ownerõs fault-not the dog. YOU control the environment; 
make sure you establish yourself as someone your dog can look up to. 

Socialize your Swissy! Take your puppy anywhere heõs welcome. Take 
your puppy to òpuppy kindergartenó so he can meet other puppies in a 
safe environment. Take your puppy to places where heõll meet lots of dif-
ferent types of humans. Make it a goal to have your puppy meet as many 
different people and friendly dogs as is humanly possible. A secure, well-
socialized Swissy is a wonderful canine companion. I coach on the week-
ends, and George and Sirius go to tournaments where they meet hun-
dreds of people each weekend. Swissys are people magnets; people will 
flock to your puppy to ask what he is because they are that unusual in 
normal dog circles. You can also use this as an opportunity to train your 
dog by bringing treats with you, and having the stranger ask your puppy 
to sit while being greeted, and rewarding the pup with a treat. 

Embrace chaos while your pup grows. George has remodeled my 
screen door into a very large dog door. While I have a ruined door, I de-
cided to view it as a more optimal way to let the dogs into the yard. Swis-
sys are funny beasts- enjoy the humor. 

Be consistent with your rules. Establish routines for your pup, remem-
ber that they are learning their way in the world, reward your pup for 
good deeds, and show them love and affection when they deserve it. By 
following some general good rules youõll have an awesome Swissy. When 
in doubtñask other Swissy owners or your breeder. My major fear with 
George now is that I may squeeze him to death by hugging him too hard. 
And thatõs a pretty great feeling. 
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Ways and Means  

Department  

Jenna has been busy! Please see page 15 
for the latest! Just in time for holiday 
gifts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events  

December 19ñPack Hike 

 Apex, NC 

 Jordan Lake State Park 

 Contact Leigh Poole:  

 leighpoole@yahoo.com 

January 16ñNew Yearõs Party 

      Fredericksburg, VA 

      Pup ôN Iron 3-7 PM 

January 30 (Feb. 6 bad weather) 

 January Jump Start pack hikeñ10 

 mile hike along flat Rail Trail, PA 

May 24-27, 2010ñNational Spe-
cialty, Springfield, IL 

www.2010gsmdns.com 

September  24-26, 2010ñSpecialty 

& Supported Entries, Picnic, Edu-

cational Seminar 

       Millwood, VA 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know???  

Past issues of the C & P Swissy Licks  
are on our website at 
www.cpgreaterswiss.com 

 

 

mailto:leighpoole@yahoo.com?subject=Packhike
http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com


 

Conversation with Junior Handler 
Hanna Fournell - Ferrall  
SL : Why and when did you decide to become a junior handler?  

HFF: I decided I wanted to show dogs when I was roughly six years old. Our 
female Swissy, Spirit, and our female Rottie, Trinity, were both about 10-12 
months. Watching the professionals in the Rottweiler ring and then watching 
the three or four people in the Swissiesõ ring gave a lot of knowledge. I de-
cided, I want to do this, I want to show dogs.  

SL : How did you get started?  

HFF: I would go with my mom to the show. She would put me in a spot with 
our stuff ringside, and I would watch. It seemed like fun. I would watch jun-
iors and long to show. I would pick Best in Show at Westminster on TV. with 
mom. My first time in the ring was when I was eight years old. I showed a 
Welsh Terrier. At a Rottweiler regional specialty,  I did the unthinkable:. I got 
my three novice wins on the days of the supported entries. Last day, specialty 
day, I won my Open Junior class. Then I won Best Junior, and the judge said 
òYou all were amazing, but today was the Rottweiler.ó I beat the 1# Jr. Han-
dler in the nation. That was my first show. After that youõre hooked. 

SL : Who is your inspiration?  

HFF: My Mother, anyone who has the guts to walk into the Rottweiler ring as 
an owner handler is amazing. She taught me how to improve my skills and she 
is also willing to bring me to the dog shows. Linda Draper, she not only gave 
me my two Rottweilerõs and gave me handling lessons, she was one of the first 
Rottweiler people I watched in the ring. Karen Bryant, she shows Dobermans 
and Ridgeback and she has been mentoring me lately, helping me to sharpen 
my skills. She has also let me practice on her Dobes before, allowing me to 
experience other dogs. Though I learned the aspect of showing by watching 
the professionals, these people taught me how to love it and how to all ways 
be a good sport. 

SL: What do your friends think of your hobby?  

HFF: Most of them think it seems pretty cool, actually. Iõve had only one 
friend say they would want to try juniorsõ before. Most of them always say, 
òLike the ones on TV?, Are you going to be on TV?ó  I just say, òYeah, well, 
Iõm trying.ó  

SL: Why be in the AKC Junior Handling Program instead of simply 

showing dogs?  

HFF: When showing in juniors it helps you make friends and teaches you 
manners. It teaches you to be a good sport and to love dogs. If I were to show 
in strictly conformation I could be paid, but I would be so much busier.  

SL: What are your goals as a Junior Handler? How long do you 

think youôll keep showing? 

HFF: I hope to continue to rank nationally with Rottweilerõs. I hope to make a 
tradition of qualifying for Westminster and Eukanuba National. I would like to 
branch out, to try different breeds. I plan on sticking with showing dogs, mak-
ing it into a career. I want to become a Professional handler and dog breeder. 
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Many of our clubõs families have young 
people interested in handling their 
Swissy. Eleven year old Hanna is pro-
viding leadership in this arena. Swissy 
Licks was curious about how she came 
to love this sport and how she balances 
everything in her life, so we sat down 
and asked her. Please see the October 
2009 Swissy Licks for information about 
becoming a junior handler. 

 
 

Hanna's first show, showing a special CH. 
Eternal Moon Lord of the Rings in BOB at 
the American Rottweiler Regional Specialty 
2007 under judge Joan Klem. 

http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com/Newsletters/10-09.pdf
http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com/Newsletters/10-09.pdf


 

Conversation with Junior Handler 
Hanna Fournell - Ferrall ðcontinued  
SL: How do you find time to show dogs, do school work and hang 

out with your friends?  

HFF: If my dog shows interfere with school, friends, trumpet or soccer, we 
normally will go to the dog show because I am dedicated to the sport. Iõve 
missed a lot of things for dog shows, like soccer games or birthday parties. Just 
ask my friends.  

SL: What advice would you give someone just starting out?  

HFF: I would tell them to have as much fun as they can. And to find a perfect 
dog. That is what makes the sport truly enjoyable, to spend time with your 
dog. And never get too discouraged over what a handler, junior or judge says 
or does. Just show your heart out each time.  

SL: Finally, what is your favoriteé 

Color: Orange 

Breakfast cereal: Captain Crunch Berries 

TV show: Reba  

Musical group: Paramore  

Internet site: YouTube  
 

 

 

C & P Members at Swissypalooza!  
By Laura Bullock  
 
I think I have them all - but please 
let me know if I missed anyone that 
is a C&P member: 

DRAFTING - Saturday 
Huck with Chuckie & Burley 
(MBDD Leg) 

WEIGHT PULL - Friday 
Laura Bullock with Grainger 15X 
Leg (Most Weight Pulled and Most 
Weight Pulled per Body Weight) 
Leigh Poole with Herschel 10X Leg 

WEIGHT PULL - Saturday 
Grainger 15X Leg (Most Weight Pulled and Most Weight Pulled per Body 
Weight) (WWD Title) 
Herschel 10X Leg (WWD Title) 

PACK DOG - Sunday 
Herschel (WPDX Leg) 

Had a blast, still catching up on sleep. 
 
Please see Swissypalooza photos from Leigh and Ryan Poole on page 9! 
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Do you know???  

Chocolate contains theobromine, an 
alkaloid similar to caffeine, that can 
cause nerve damage and even death in 
dogs. Different types of chocolate can 
have varying amounts of theobromine, 
so if doggie eats a bag of M & Ms or a 
chocolate cupcake, he may not be af-
fected, but a dish of dark chocolate 
candies may do him in. 

 

Anti-freeze is a definite hazard. Highly 
toxic, it has a sweet taste that appeals to 
dogs and cats and can be deadly in 
doses as small as a teaspoon for a large 
dog. Spilled anti-freeze should be 
flushed from driveways to avoid even 
tiny puddles that pets could lick. 

 

Halite, the chemical salt that melts ice 
on sidewalks, is also poisonous. If 
Rover walks on treated sidewalks, wipe 
his feet with a damp cloth when return-
ing home. Sand makes a good alterna-
tive to chemical salt; it doesn't melt the 
ice, but it does improve traction. Kitty 
litter is OK in a pinch, but when wet, it 
clumps and loses its gritty texture.  

 

Many popular house plants have poi-
sonous leaves, stems, or berries, includ-
ing dieffenbachia, holly, philodendron, 
and poinsettia and should be kept out 
of the reach of pets.  

 



 

Breaking News  

Bulletin!!  
 

Baroo -roo -roo!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

 

Our very own  
 

 
Hanna Fournell -

Ferrall   
 

           

          is  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Junior Handler  
 

 

At the October Middleburg, VA Show, 
Hanna earned her 10th-first placement, 

which qualifies her for the BIG SHOW in 
the BIG APPLE in February! We are so 
very proud of  eleven-year old Hanna! 


