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Pack Hike Series Continues!  
December 11  

Jordan Lake State Park ð Apex, NC 

New Hope Overlook Trail ð 10-mile Pack 

Dog Hike 

Sleet/Snow Date: December 18 

Contact: Leigh Poole 

 

January Jump Start Hike  
January 1st  

Cumberland Valley Rail Trail 

www.cvrtc.org/index.html 

Shippensburg, PA 

Sleet/Snow Date: January 8 

10:45 AM weigh in; 11:00 start hike 

No charge 

Contact: Andrea Lage 
717.530.1422 

New Yearôs Party!  
Year of the Rabbit (Hu Bai He  )  
People born in the year of the rabbit are the luckiest among 

the twelve animals. The rabbit is a symbol for mercy, ele-

gance, amiability and worship of beauty. People born in this year are 

kind, speak gently, peaceful, quiet and loving persons. They like to 

live easy lives. They are reserved persons, love arts and have a strong 

sense of justice. Whatever they do, they will start well and end well. 

This feature can make them learned scholars. They are also well 

adapted to work in government departments and to be active on the 

political stage.  

 
C & P GSMDC members and friends are ringing in the New Year at an 
open house Saturday, January 15, from 3-7. 5600 square feet of space 
provides plenty of room for two- and four-legged friends to romp around 
indoors! Please join us after the show!! 

Chesapeake and Potomac Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club  
 

January 15, 2011  
 New Yearôs Party 

Pup óN Iron 
21 Perchwood Drive  

Unit 111  
Fredericksburg, VA 22405  

www.pupniron.com  
540 - 659 - 7614  

Food, beverages and great  company provided!  

http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com
mailto:Leighpoole@yahoo.com
http://www.cvrtc.org/index.html
mailto:aslage@embarqmail.com
http://www.pupniron.com


 

ñExactly what process are you doing?ò 

By Tracy Brainard, Michelle Charters, Deborah Davis, Leigh Poole, Phyllis 

Walker  

This refrain was heard more than once during the cart making work-

shop. Attendance included Tracy Brainard; Michelle Charters; Deb-

orah Davis; Dan, Nicole, and Rainee Erickson; Warren and Cheryl 

Fearer; Kris Featheringham; Jon, Jocelyne, Bennett and Baby Miller; 

Leigh Poole; Phyllis Walker. The following commentaries and photos 

say it all! 

Well, I made the trip home in 3 hours 59 minutes (with no stops, 

Leigh). On my trip home I could reflect on the great weekend with 

such wonderful friends. 

To Jimñyou are absolutely amazing...I can't believe the amount of 

time you spent preparing all the wood; the gluing, cutting, routing and 

drilling, then arranging everything for easy assembly. You made the 

workshop so easy for all of us amateurs. You were so patient with all 

of us asking you a hundred questions at one time...even the really stu-

pid ones.  hee, hee  

To all of you that were there building cartsñI had a blast. I laughed 

so much my cheeks and stomach were sore. This clinic, by far, was just 

totally one of the best. I can't wait to finish sanding and painting my cart 

and then joining Leigh and Debbie out for a stroll with the dogs in Um-

stead. 

The only thing I am sad about is the weekend went by too fast. My time 

with you great people always passes too quickly. Be safe till we see each 

other again. 

Tracy 

Jim, you are incredibly skilled and giving of your time to have prepared all of the 

pieces for cart assembly for 10 (!) carts. It was clear upon arrival and became more 

and more evident throughout the weekend how much time you put into preparing 

everything for all of us. Your patience and humility are inspiring! I can't thank you 

enough for all of your time & expertise. If I asked one question I asked 20. Tracy, 

you were also so helpful. I thoroughly enjoyed my visit to 

Jim's Workshop!! I had such a great time and enjoyed all 

of the laughs. This is such a special club because of people 

like you! 

Debbie, I am so glad that you became interested in making 

a cart, too, and were up for riding together. You were a 

great travel companion this weekend!! We will have to do 

it again sometime. 
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I am looking forward to a draft clinic and working with 

Herschel in the cart and taking it for a test drive! You all are the 

best!! Thank you!! 

Leigh 

I have to say how great the weekend was at our cart building 

workshop! Jim, I am just amazed at how much time and effort 

you put into doing this for all of us! I know it was more than 

you were even willing to talk about and I do appreciate all the 

prep work that you did as well as the time and effort that you 

put in this past weekend. You deserve a vacation after this. All 

I can say is that you are a very giving and patient guy to do all 

of this for others when you didn't even personally need a cart 

for yourself. 

Jim and Mary Jo, thank you so much for your hospitality and 

inviting me to stay with you this weekend while we were work-

ing on the carts. I had so much fun and it was great to be 

around my Swissy friends and get to know you better. Talking, 

laughing, eating - some of my very favorite things. Thank you 

so much for having me. I agree with Leigh that this is a very 

special club because of people like both of you.  

Leigh, I am so glad that it worked out for us to ride together 

and thank you so much for doing the driving. It isn't a very 

short trip but it went by fast and we ( I ) never ran out of 

things to talk about. (I know that doesn't surprise you) Thank 

you so much for driving! You did a great job following the 

Garmin instructions while I was distracting you. :) 

Tracy, thanks for helping me along with my cart building and 

answering some of my many questions. "What do I do now?"   

"Exactly, what process are you doing now?" : )  So glad you 

were there too. It was fun !! Hopefully, the NC girls can get 

together for a group carting session and pictures soon. It was a 

great weekend ! I am so happy that I was able to be there and 

get to know everyone better. Hope to see you all again soon. 

Debbie 

Jim, in his sleep-deprived state, had more patience and focus 

than anyone I know! The time and effort you spent before get-

ting all the wood and parts ready in addition to being chipper 

with so many of us novice builders. Mary Jo, you have more 

energy than the Energizer bunny and host all of us with such 

grace. And letting us make use of your van! 

Tracy, thanks so much for doing the hard work on my cart Sunday while we were showing. And for watching 

Skylar. 
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Leigh and Debbie, enjoyed spending time with you and our 

errand running. We definitely have some special lines from the 

weekend that causes me to smile just thinking about them!  

Fun to see and meet everyone else who was there working hard 

on their own carts. Always nice to connect names, faces and 

dogs. We need to share pictures of the finished carts when they 

are all done! 

Michelle 

I absolutely concur with all the other cart-builders. Jim, you 

did so much in organizing this workshop! You really broke 

the process down of building the cart, from the number of 

washers each person would need to the beautiful wood that 

you cut and milled (including all those joints and the holes 

that you carefully measured and drilled!), and then the steps 

to follow to build it. That took a lot of thought and plan-

ning, to say nothing of your time and talent, in making it all 

come together. I am so grateful for your kindness and pa-

tience in guiding me along, especially when it came to using 

the power tools!! 

Mary Jo, Michelle hit the nail on the head, so to speak: You do 

have more energy than the "normal" bunny, and you're so won-

derful in making us all feel welcome at your place. Tracy, thank 

you, too, for your help in getting my cart assembled as daylight 

waned on Saturday. You not only helped me, but also Jim, and I 

know he must have appreciated that. Fellow cart-builders, thank 

you all for the camaraderie! It's wonderful to be able to spend 

time with such a great group of people! This was a weekend I'll 

always remember. I'm so glad that I got to be a part of it with you all! 

Phyllis 

More photos click HERE 
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