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Power Mountain Pullers Want Us!  
By Nancy Kechner  

The Power Mountain Pullers, based in Stuarts Draft (25 miles West of 
Charlottesville, VA), are very interested in working with Swissy weight pull 
enthusiasts! They are part of the International Weight Pull Association 
(IWPA) and the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America recognizes 
weight pull legs earned through the IWPA. 

I am working with them to set up either a weight pull clinic, trial or both in 
the near future. Lots of us in C & P have an interest in involving our dogs 
in this sportñI will update you through the club listserve and newsletter! 
            

Check us out on Facebook!  
By Kris Featheringham  

Weõre now on Facebook!! All you have to do is go to www.facebook.com 
and type Chesapeake and Potomac Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club in the 
search box and you'll find us. Become a fan and you're done. You do not 
have to become a member of or set up an account on Facebook to gain ac-
cess and participate. This is a great, simple, and easy way for you to share 
photos with other members, stories, etc., in a more social manner. It's also a 
good tool for us to keep other Swissy people informed of what the club is 
doing. I will link our website to Facebook in the near future. We are also on 
Twitter, so you can òtweetó! Many thanks to Kris for putting the club in the 
technology age!  

Save the date!  
Regional Specialty ðOctober 1 - 3  

Please note the date of our Specialty this year. We hold our Re-
gional Specialty in conjunction with the Hunt County Cluster, 

which is always the 40th weekend of the year. Like last year, we will host: 

Two Supported Entries 
One Specialty with Sweeps 
Educational Seminar (movement) 
Picnic, raffle, club meeting, cart rides, scavenger hunt (weather permit-
ting) 

Please see the Events Schedule and Trophy Sponsorship list inside this issue. 

Chesapeake and Potomac Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club  
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Chesapeake Pre - teen Takes Rot-
tie to Westminster  

By Vicki Friedman, reporter, Virginian -Pilot  
February 15, 2009, Clipper Section, front page  

Hanna Fournell-Ferrall 
doesn't just show dogs, 
she shows Rottweilers. 
Hanna doesn't just show 
Rottweilers in Chesa-
peake, she's New York 
City- bound. Hanna is 11. 

The Hickory Middle 
School sixth-grader and 
her 85-pound, over-
friendly Rottie, Trinity, 
will compete in the 
world's most esteemed 
dog show, Westminster 
Kennel Club, beginning 
today in Madison Square 
Garden. 

Hanna and Trinity, offi-
cially named Ch. Eternal 
Moon Elara (the Ch. is for champion), are among the 119 registered entries 
contending in Junior Showmanship. Hanna won 10 qualifying events to earn 
the invitation to Westminster. 

Being under the lights on the Garden's green carpet isn't daunting to Hanna. 
Her first trip inside a show ring was as a 9-year-old, and Trinity adores the 
spotlight, especially all the dogs - hotdogs, that is. "Oscar Meyer wieners," 
beams Hanna, who keeps half a hotdog in her mouth when practicing with 
Trinity, tearing off nibbles as rewards. "We used to cook them, but she likes 
them raw just as well." 

Jessica Fournell-Ferrall, Hanna's 
mother, was a regular on the show 
circuit for many years. As a young-
ster, Hanna loved to tag along, ab-
sorbing every detail. Just 11 days af-
ter her ninth birthday, Hanna 
showed her first dog, Tolkien, at the 
American Rottweiler Specialty in Ra-
leigh, N.C. 

Surprising herself and her parents, 
she picked up three wins in novice to 
advance to Open Junior Class, where 
she defeated the top junior handler in 
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Upcoming Events  

March 27 (ish)ñCherry Blossom 

Festival get together, Tidal Basin, 

Washington, DC 

April 10 & 11ñDraft Trials, Co-

lumbia, SC  

 Contact Cecila Phillips 

May 24-27, 2010ñNational Spe-
cialty, Springfield, IL 

www.2010gsmdns.com 

August 21 & 22ñSupported en-

tries, Carolina Cluster, Greensboro, 

NC 

October 1-3, 2010ñSpecialty & 

Supported Entries, Picnic, Educa-

tional Seminar, Millwood, VA 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Do you know???  

Past issues of the C & P Swissy Licks  
are on our website at: 
www.cpgreaterswiss.com 

 

Photo by Amanda Lucier, Virginian -Pilot  

Hanna Fournell-Ferrall, Hickory Middle School sixth-grader, 
and her 85-pound, overfriendly Rottie, Trinity, will compete in 
the world's most esteemed dog show, Westminster Kennel Club, 
beginning today in Madison Square Garden. 

Photo by Amanda Lucier, Virginian -Pilot  

In addition to showing Trinity, her Rottweiler, 
at the Westminster dog show, Hanna, 11, 
trains Emmett, a rambunctious 13 month-old 
Greater Swiss Mountain Dog. 

mailto:bermudahighgsmd@aol.com?subject=draft%20trials
mailto:www.2010gsmdns.com
http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com


 

the nation. "It's all the dog," shrugged Hanna, a humble grin showing off braces. 

Watch Hanna and you know it's not. The handler must be in charge in the ring, yet aim to be almost invisi-
ble, allowing the dog to impress. Generally only the most experienced handlers show Rottweilers as their 
sheer strength and size make them intimidating if not trained properly. 

Trinity follows Hanna's eyes, mimics her feet movement and is a ham for attention. Hanna has 10 seconds 
to position Trinity's legs, called stacking, in the ring to form a perfectly angled silhouette, something judges 
value. Trinity's muscles flex during her stack. "Good girl," Hanna says, offering a hot dog piece that's in-
stantly gobbled down. Plenty of work goes into preparing Trinity for the big day. Jessica trims Trinity's 
nails, but Hanna does everything else, including bathing, feeding and scaling teeth. 

The Trip  

The next challenge is driving Trinity to New York City, where Hanna fears even the idea of rain would 
throw things off. "If it starts raining, she's just like, 'Sorry. This doesn't work,' " Hanna said. 

About the only part of the sport Hanna doesn't love is the attire. Dressing professionally is essential for a 
handler of any age. "At first all we could find were Easter dresses," said Hanna, comfortable in jeans and 
orange Chuck Taylor sneakers. "In the beginning I had a hard time finding suits with pockets (for the hot-
dogs)." 

Friends at school are curious about Hanna's hobby but most can't appreciate the time commitment. In ad-
dition to Rottweilers, Hanna shows their rambunctious 13-month-old Greater Swiss Mountain dog, Em-
mett, and is in the early stages of training 4-month-old Horatio, a 5-pound Affenpinscher. 

Hanna does allow time for playing trumpet, but largely she fills her time with schoolwork and showing 
dogs, something she hopes to do professionally one day. Having Westminster on her resume is a tremen-
dous boost. "Every time I go into the ring, I get a little nervous, thinking, 
'What if I mess up?' " Hanna said. "But everything is always OK." 

Vicki Friedman, (757) 222-5218, Vicki.Friedman@pilotonline.com 
 
Epilogue 

Jessica, Hannaõs mom, gives her account of the Junior ring at Westminster: 
òHanna did awesome! She showed Trinity great; it was stiff competition all 
the way. Trin spooked on the down and back, but Hanna handled it very well 
and got her back together. They were 1 of 119 entries!! They broke them up 
into four groups. She didn't place, but received a special ribbon for showing. 
She was interviewed by several people including Fox News and for the Rott-
weiler Quarterly. Swissies showed during her junior class so we missed them all 
together.ó 
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Many thanks to Michelle Charters for alerting the Virginian -Pilot �D�E�R�X�W���+�D�Q�Q�D�·�V���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H����
sending the story for publication in Swissy Licks, and receiving permission to use the photos on 
page two at no cost with proper attribution.  


