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April Pack Hike  

Rousing Success!  

Many thanks to Andi Lage and hubby 
Christopher Woltemade for organizing the 
clubõs first official activity with the Greater 
Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America! 

 

Pack Hikes Report, April 25 - 26!  
By Christopher Woltemade ðphotos pgs 3 -5 

HOT DOG!  With high temperatures of 90 degrees for the two-day pack 
hike, staying cool was the name of the game. Four Swissies, a cocker spaniel, 
and 13 people did the Saturday hike along the Appalachian Trail in southern 
Pennsylvania. We had a wonderful time, especially stopping for dogs to cool 
off in the many spring-fed streams that are flowing at this time of year. 

After the hike we gathered at Christopher and Andiõs house for cool drinks 
and canine entertainment as the dogs romped in the back yard. Iõm afraid the 
neighbors may have been serenaded by a Swissy chorus for a couple of 
hours, as we lined up crates under the ceiling fan and headed for the local 
pub. The 2-mile drive to the pub put us just out of earshot of the yodelingé
or maybe the beer just tasted so good that we werenõt listening! 

Saturday hikers included Jenna Starr-Farling with Izzy (and her dad, Al), 
David Bretz with Dimples, Jennifer Leopold with Autumn, Christopher 
Woltemade with Porter, Kris F. with Daisy (the super-cocker), and hike co-
ordinator Andrea Lage. Also with us were Jurgen, visiting from Germany 
and counting the days until his next Swissy pup is born across the border in 
Switzerland, along with several family members from New Jersey and South 
Carolina. They enjoyed the hike as a family reunion and for Jurgen to see a 
few American-bred Swissies, which he remarked are very similar to the Swis-
sies in his home area near Basel. 

We got started early on Sunday morning, but by 8:30 it was already warming 
up fast and, since the trees were not yet leafed out, there was little escape 
from the sun. The Buck Ridge Trail (from Pine Grove Furnace State Park) 
did offer plenty of cool streams for cooling off. The two dogs on this hikeñ
Autumn and Porterñmade full use of the opportunity, while Jennifer, Chris-
topher, and Andrea were able to stay (mostly) dry. 

We are happy to report that Izzy earned a leg toward his NWPD title and 
both Autumn and Porter earned two legs towards their WPD titles. Letõs 
hope they can earn the remaining legs in cooler weather. 

Thanks to all those who came to share our neck of the woods on these 
hikes. Fight Global Warmingñcar pool to your next Swissy Pack Hike! 

P.S. Look for information later on a possible fall hike on the Cumberland 
Valley Rail Trail (flat!) and Swissy drafting in the Shippensburg Halloween 
ParadeñOctober 17, 2009. Downright spooky fun! 
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C & P does the Tidal Basin at  
Cherry Blossom Time!  
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At the suggestion of Mercedes Meyer and Stephen Hewitt, several members of the C & P Club basked in the 
sun and cherry blossoms the day after Washingtonõs annual Cherry Blossom Festival. Parking was an issue due to 
spring break, the Cherry Blossom 5K Run (which closed many streets in the District until noon), and the blos-
soms themselves, of course, drawing many visitors.   

Next year weõll have to think of a way to get down there and parked. Several club members tried, in vain, to find a 
spot and chose another District location to enjoy. Deb Martin describes their adventure, òWe really did try!!! We 
spun around DC twice trying to find parking. We finally caved and went to the Theodore Roosevelt Island and 
tooled around there all afternoon. We toyed with bringing our Swissy girl on the metro but decided against it.  ;-)  
Next time we'll leave at 8 AM!!!ó 

òWe got to DC at 9AM and it took us awhile to find parking,ó says Kris F. òBy the time we got to the tidal basin 
it was 10:00 on the nose. We left Sterling at 8:30. Got kinda lucky on our parking spot, too. Today was a ton of 
fun. There were so many people taking photos of all the Swissies and we couldn't keep the kids away. I think it 
would be a great idea to piggy-back on Stephen & Mercedes' tradition and do this every year. I'm sure next year if 
we plan this right we could get a really nice turnout.ó 


