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2010 National Specialty  

Springfield, IL is the host city May 24-27.  
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Membership  

Renewal NOW!  

 Please see page 11 to 
renew your member-
ship. See page 12 to 
join! 

2009 National Specialty ðUtah!  
Farmington, Utah was the home of the 2009 Greater Swiss Mountain Dog 
Club of Americaõs National Specialty held April 27-May 1. What is a Na-
tional Specialty? It is basically an annual conventionñfor dogs! Every AKC 
recognized breed hosts a National Specialty for their breed. 

The GSMDCAõs National Specialty is hosted by various regional clubs or 
individual groups and is the show of the year. The annual gathering for all 
things Swissy rotates through various regions of the United States. 

The GSMDCA Annual Club Meeting is held in conjunction with the Na-
tional as well as virtually any event that Swissy do. Conformation features 
the largest entry of GSMDs and holds special competitions for puppies, 
veterans, stud dogs and brood bitches. Activities such as weight pull, pack 
hikes, obedience, rally, drafting and herding events are held each year. Edu-
cational seminars discuss the health and well-being of our breed. 

The best thing about attending a National Specialty is the camaraderie and 
the people you meet. Life-long friendships are formed. Newcomers are wel-
comed  and everyone is encouraged to join the fun. WARNING: most peo-
ple who attend a National Specialty end up arranging their vacation to coin-
cide with the National Specialty for years to come! 

Chesapeake and Potomac Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club  
 

Cathy Cooper after a long night 
celebrating in Utah! 

The setting in Farmington, Utah 

Conformation ring at 2009 Nationals 

Getting ready for the draft trial in Utah 

http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com


 

 
Relay For Life  

Donation Instructions  

1. Go to: www.RelayForLifeLaurel.org 

2. Upper right hand side under top 
teams click Swissies-R-Us 

3. If we have slipped off the Top 5 click 
View Teams and then click on us 

4. At bottom of team page is list of 
team members, please click on Huck 
Bothner 

5. Additional contacts: www.cancer.org 
and 800-ACS-2345 

Relay For Life  
By Huck Bothner  

I am a three year cancer survivor and have also been involved with the 
American Cancer Societyõs Relay For Life for these three years. In Relay, our 
purpose is to help the American Cancer Society fight cancer with fund rais-
ing and mission support. In the 25 year history of Relay over three billion 
dollars have been raised. In the past three years, my team of Swissies-R-Us 
has raised over $9,000.00. If you would consider a donation to the cause of 
fighting cancer, please read the sidebar on this page for instructions. 

Any and all donations are appreciated; the strength of Relay is the millions of 
individual donations that roll into the final totals. Regardless if you choose to 
make a donation, please keep and remember the contact information in 
number five in the sidebar. 

One of the most important first steps in fighting back against cancer is infor-
mation; both of these American Cancer Society contacts are excellent. The 
website is loaded with extremely good information; everything the American 
Cancer Society has ever done and in detail. The 800 phone number is staffed 
24/7 and a real person can help you get the answers you need. I have per-
sonally used this resource and have had friends use it with exceptional help 
received. 

Now, if you just want to have some fun, plan on coming out to the Relay on 
June 13, 2009 in Laurel, MD. We will be arriving around 2:00 pm; the official 
Relay begins at 4:00 pm and goes all night long. We hook a bunch of X-Pens 
together under some canopies for the dogs. We hang out and socialize and 
take turns walking our dogs; be prepared for MEGA dog socializing, hun-
dreds of folks are going to be loving on your Swissy. I will post directions in 
the next Swissy Licks. 

Photos below and on pages 3-6 depict our entry in the Laurel, MD parade! 
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Huck, Chuckie, Burley 


