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[Ed. Note: Several C & P members nominated Hanna Fourngl §==5==
Farrell for this award. The letter submitted to the Greater SWESMN F .
Mountain Dog Club of Amer i cies
entirety. And as you see on page one, Hanna is the award reg

Direc

The following people highly recommend Hanna Fournell-
Ferrall to the GSMDCA Board of Directors as being worthy
of the GSMDCA 2009 Exemplary Junior Award.

Hanna FournefFarrell is an elevgear old Junior Handler who /'1
shows Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs and Rottweilers. | have
Hanna and her family for several months after meeting themf#
dog show in Charlottesville, Virginia. | have come to know HE#==
quite well during this time at dog shows, and at events our los.
Swissy club, the C & P GSMD Club, has sponsored. Hanna i -
excellent handler who conducts herself with a calm and matv== = %
meanor in the ring, and who is an involved Swissy owner with a
keen interest in learning all about the breed. She is an excellent ambassador and representative of
the GSMD, and she is widely respected both in Jr. Showmanship and in the Swissy conformation
ring. Hanna handles my dogs, and has won BOB several times with my Male Special, Sirius. When
the Working Group Competition starts, and Hanna, as angdavesid, walks into the ring with

a dog much larger than she is, it reveals the gentle nature of Swissys, and further establishes the
GSMD as a beautiful giant breed, and one that is intelligent and willing to please. The fact that
Hanna consistently shows the strong points of the dogs she handles, and competes with adults at
the highest level in conformation, is a strong testament to her professionalism, sportsmanship, and
talent. It is my pleasure to nominate Hanna for Exemplary Junior Award.

~ Nancy Kechner, Charlottesville, Virginia

|

Hanna is a young lady whose passion for the working breed and showing dogs is exemplified every
time she walks into a ring. Not only does Hanna present her dogs in a professional manner, she is
conscientious of what she can do to be a bett
omentordé and their efforts are reflected in h
ior. Hanna dresses professionally and is taken seriously not only by other exhibitors, but by judges
alike. | have withessed Hanna showing a variety of dogs of different ages and sizes, and she han-
dl es each of them with poise and ent husi asm.
like, her companions on the other end of the leash respond to her. There is something very moving
about watching an eleven year old in complete control of a powerful, large, and sturdy breed. Not
only do the animals she shows love her, they perform for her and are happy by her side. She is in
complete control and exhibits an air of confidence that can be intimidating. This young lady not

only has a bright future in the breed, but she will likely go on to be a handler, breeder, and perhaps

a judge. She and other children like her are the future of our breeds. Finding time to travel on
weekends for dog shows to pursue her love of the sport takes a lot of commitment and dedication
that other children her age dondt have the ma
spectful grade point average in her school work. She is a force to be reckoned with. It is not only a



treat and pleasure to have her handling my dogs and puppies, it is an honor to be with her in the
ring. She exemplifies responsibility, maturity, passion, and a dedication to lifelong learning and the
sport of dog showing.

~ Colleen Murfdgbsomixeyville, VA (NOX Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs)

I have known Hanna since she was quite young and traveled to dog shows with her mom, Jessica,
while Jessica showed Spirit. Hanna has grown up in the sport. Hanna started showing in Juniors as
soon as she was old enough. | know that as a judge | tend to cringe when | see a Junior with a
large breed like a GSMD or a Rottweiler, but | have never had that feeling while watching Hanna.
Hanna does her homework with the dogs that she shows. She has them very well trained and they
are perfectly managed at all times. She works hard with her dogs and that shines in the Juniors
ring. | think that many of us adults would benefit from taking some handling lessons from Hanna!

~ Cathy Cooper, Martinsville, VA (Shadetree GSMD)

| met Hanna Fournelarrell during the summer/spring of 2009 in Charlottesville, Virginia. | was
showing my first dog, @reaterSwiss Mountain Dog, in the ring that day when Hanna and her
Mom, Jessica, first appeared in my life. That weekend formed a foundation for our friendship and
throughout the summer | saw how mature and sweet Hanna handles herself in the ring, as well as

in |ife. | 6ve seen her handle big, strong RO
cal mness and professionalism that I{sevemiyesah | h &
old woman showing my first dog; so nervous | just shake from head to toe. While competing with

Hanna every ti me | gazed across the ring | wi

handled. In the Working Group ring, Hanna would compete against paid professionals with such
dignity and again with that calmness she exudes that she has gained my respect as a Junior Handler
Hanna was also very kind to give me advice on handling my own Swissy, for which | am very ap-
preciative. She will be a name to contend with on the Dog Show Circuit for some many years to
come. Thank you, Hanna, for being such a great role model.

~ Tracy Brainard, Cary, NC (First time dog handler/owner)

Hanna is an exceptional young woman. As someone who taught 11 and 12 year olds for years, it
does not take long to recognize a shining star in that age group! A recent interview for the C & P
newsletterSwissy Licksemented this impression. Hanna discussed, with candor and humility,

what the sport of handling dogs means to her, what she has given up and juggled to participate in
the fancy, and the mentors (including her mother) she has relied on throughout her journey.

Hanna said, o0lf my dog shows interfere with s
go to the dog show because | am dedicated to
|l i ke soccer games or birthday parties. Just a

| have seen Hanna in the ring handling Swissies many times over the past year and can easily see
that she lives up to her own advice when asked about pointers she would give to juniors just start-
ing to show their dog: o0l would tell them to
sport truly enjoyable, to spend time with your dog. And never get too discouraged over what a han-
dl er, junior or judge says or does. Just show

When asked about her goal s, Hanna does not he
hope to make a tradition of qualifying for Westminster and Eukanuba National. | would like to

branch out, to try different breeds. | plan on sticking with showing dogs, making it into a career. |
want to become a professional handl er and dog

And who among us cannot admire someone who loves the color orange and eats Captain Crunch
Berries cereal for breakfast every morning?!
~ Mary Jo Rasmussen, Falls Church, VA (Double Q Swissies)



When Dori and | first heard the 2010 National was occurring in
Springfield, IL, we were quite excited. This was the same location
where we ran and judged the first GSMDCA Draft Test at a Na-
tional Specialty in 2001. We had fond memories of fairgrounds,
and especially the campground location on this state fairground,
having been the site of the 2001 trial. It was hard for us to believe
that nine years had passed since then.

Imagine our disappointment when we found out that the camp-
ground site wasno6t availab

er

ar e

offered the shade necessary to hold a test. However, our peerless Specialty Show Chair, Anna Han-
sen, had reonned the area and found a perfectly acceptable park just across the street from the
happy
we knew that scheduling the test on the Monday of the show week would limit spectators anyway.
As Dori and | would not have the opportunity to visit the test site prior to arrival in Springfield for

the 2010 National Specialty, we were curious and a little apprehensive as to how suitable the site
would be for a maneuver course and a mile long freight haul. | made a number of phone calls, as
well as faxed correspondence, to the Springfield Park District to obtain final approval, permitting

fairgrounds. While we werendot entirely

our club to use the site for the trial. The staff at the district was very helpful, and Facilities Man-
ager, Chuck Smith, assured us hedd reserve

vilion.

the few days remaining befor@®By( Draft Day). Those of

As the time for the Specialty approached, we counted down

us involved in the test read the forecast for Springfield with

a

trepidation, as weather predictions were for temperatures in
the high 80s with high humidity and thunderstorms. With true
dog sport nature, while preparing for the worst, we hoped for
the best. Arriving on Saturday, we located the site. We were
pleased with the area and especially the amount of shade it

offered. However our worst fears came true, as litolvas

Saturday turned out to be the coolest one of the next three

days. Returning on Sunday, Dori and |, assisted by ubiquitous National Specialty Volunteer Extra-
ordinaire, Lesley Fisher, proceeded to tentatively designate the location of the Maneuver Course,

Basic Control Ring and One Mile Fright Haul route. Keeping-the
safety of the dogs in mind at all times, we positioned most of the
Maneuver Course and Basic Control Ring underneath the shady
branches of some huge oak trees and tried very hard to keep as
much of the Freight Haul route in shade as possible. By the time
we finished at 1:00, however, all of us were exhausted from the 93
degree heat and stifling humidity. Dori was nearly prostrate from
the weather conditions. At that juncture, we seriously considered
cancelling the test. Hearing our concerns, Anna Hansen offered




