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GSMDCA News 
Many members of C & P are de-

serving of national recognition.  

Indeed, we have a number of indi-

viduals who have already been so 

honored—Hanna Fournell-Ferrall, 

Jan Collins, Cathy Cooper, Mary Jo 

Rasmussen and Burley. 

This year, we had three of our 

members earn GSMDCA Awards: 

Jean Measell & Huck Bothner were 

chosen as the Margaret Poole Life 

Time Achievement Award recipi-

ents; and Megan Westenmeyer was 

designated for the national club’s 

AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship 

Award. You can read their nomina-

tions on the following pages. 

Now, let’s get busy and nominate 

more C  & P folks! 

GSMDCA 2014 Annual 
Awards 

C & P Swissy Licks 
Providing fun activities, information, and support to Swissy enthusiasts 

Swissy Licks is the 2011 recipient of the Alliance of Purebred Dog Writers (APDW) Hot Digital Dog Award 

Deadline:   March 1, 2015 

Procedure: Please use the Awards Nomination Form on the following page to 
nominate individuals for awards.  

Submit to: Please submit your nominations to the GSMDCA Board of Direc-
tors by email board@gsmdca.org or via mail to Cathy Cooper, PO 
Box 4603, Martinsville, VA 24115. Late nominations will not be ac-
cepted. 

Process: The GSMDCA Board is requesting your nominations of out-
standing members of the GSMDCA to be honored for the follow-
ing 2014 Annual Awards. These awards are for the year ending De-
cember 31, 2014 and will be presented at the 2015 GSMDCA Na-
tional Specialty in Loveland, CO. If no qualified candidates are 
nominated the Board may elect not to present the award. 

Awards: 

· Margaret Poole Lifetime Achievement Award—To honor from time to 
time a person or team demonstrating a lifetime commitment to the GSMD 
breed and exemplary service to the GSMDCA. Nominees must have been 
active members in good standing of the GSMDCA for at least 15 years. 

· Ambassador of the Breed Award—To recognize purebred Swissies demon-
strating extraordinary accomplishments as working/service dogs, both per-
petuating the breed’s historical purpose by example and through motivating 
others in the interest and pursuit of preserving the GSMDs working heri-
tage. Nominees must be purebred GSMD. (Note: Titles may be considered 
but are not to define qualification for this award.) 

· Friend of the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog—Awarded to the individual 
who has done the most for the GSMD in the United States in the preceding 
year (2012). 

· Exemplary Junior Award—To honor the Junior who has demonstrated ex-
emplary sportsmanship and dedication to the GSMD in the preceding year 
(2012) through participation in various events or community service that 
has contributed to the welfare of the breed or the GSMDCA. Parent or 
guardian of the Junior must be a member of the GSMDCA. 

· AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship Award—To honor the individual who 
deserves special recognition that has made a difference in the sport of pure-
bred dogs, embodied the AKC Code of Sportsmanship, and has been an 
active and valued member of the GSMDCA. 

http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com
mailto:board@gsmdca.org?subject=GSMDCA%20awards


 

 

 
 

GSMDCA Annual Awards Form 

 Margaret Poole Lifetime Achievement 
 Ambassador of the Breed     Friend of the Swissy 

 Exemplary Junior     AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship 

 

Name of Nominee _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Nominator(s)______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reason for Award __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Return this form by March 1st via e-mail to board@gsmdca.org or via snail mail to  

Cathy Cooper, PO Box 4603, Martinsville, VA 24115 
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Margaret Poole Lifetime 
Achievement Award 

Huck Bothner and Jean Measell have been long time Swissy folks. Huck was instrumental in the 

formation of the GSMDCA’s weight pulling and drafting programs. Huck judged both events on 

numerous occasions around the country. 

He also mentored apprentice judges in 

both venues—if you look at the list of 

judges, Huck had something to do with 

most all of them. And always, Jean was 

the wind beneath Huck’s wings in sup-

porting his efforts. 

Huck and Jean were founding members 

of the Chesapeake and Potomac Greater 

Swiss Mountain Dog Club (C & P 

GSMDC) and both served on the 

board—Huck most recently as the club’s 

President. Huck helped to establish the 

club’s drafting program, which includes 

clinics and two annual draft trials. One event has been named in his honor, “The Bothner Memo-

rial Veteran’s Day Draft Trial.” 

Huck and Jean also established a C & P 

tradition at the Swiss Embassy in Washing-

ton, DC. Because of their efforts, Swissies 

have been invited three years in a row to 

“Swiss Day at the Embassy” the first 

weekend in August. Cart rides are given 

and lots of Swissy smooches. The Swiss 

community is grateful for their presence 

and asks many questions about how Swis-

sies are historically tied to Switzerland. 

Huck lost a long battle with cancer on May 

27, 2014. Our hearts and wishes are with 

Jean and Huck’s family as they learn to go on with him. Huck and Jean’s legacy will always be a 

part of the GSMDCA’s past, present and future.  For these reasons, we can’t think of any two peo-

ple more deserving of the Margaret Poole Lifetime Achievement Award than Huck Bothner and 

Jean Measell. 

January 2015  C & P Swissy Licks 3 



 

AKC Outstanding Sportsman-
ship Award 

It is with great pleasure that the Chesapeake & 

Potomac Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club 

nominates Megan Fletcher Westenmeyer as the 

GSMDCA's representative for AKC's Out-

standing Sportsmanship Award. Megan exempli-

fies many of the principles articulated in the 

AKC Code of Sportsmanship. 

One such principle states, "Sportsmen commit 

themselves to values of fair play, honesty, cour-

tesy, and vigorous competition, as well as win-

ning and losing with grace." The authors of this 

principle surely must know Megan and how she 

comports herself at conformation shows, draft 

tests, weight pulls, pack hikes, agility trials, and 

obedience and rally events--how else could they 

have crafted the principle to match Megan's be-

havior so perfectly? She revels in everyone's suc-

cess, even at the expense of her own. And when 

she does prevail, she often sloughs it off with 

self-deprecating humor.  

At dog events, Megan is helpful, polite and en-

couraging--especially to newcomers. "Sportsmen 

welcome, encourage and support newcomers to the sport." Which dog sport? All of them! Megan 

is a master handler at most dog sports in which she participates, but she is able to remember what 

it was like to be a novice. Her calm spirit and empathy make her the ideal person to soothe nerves 

and give a new handler confidence. 

The principles mentioned above, and how Megan exemplifies them, dovetail nicely with the follow-

ing principle, "Sportsmen find that vigorous competition and civility are not inconsistent and are 

able to appreciate the merit of their competition and the effort of competitors." Megan allows our 

club to use the Westenmeyer Blue View Farm for club events, judges draft trials, sets up herding 

events, and does all sorts of odd jobs to make sure that competitors are able to participate in the 

most comfortable and pleasant conditions possible. She knows how much time it takes to prepare 

dogs for competition and wants everyone's efforts to be maximized. She hopes everyone succeeds 

and it shows in her actions and words--and beaming smile! 
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Hunt Country Cluster—Millwood, VA 
Trophy Sponsorship List 

September 25 - 27, 2015  

Sponsors needed!!  

Class $$ Supported Entry Sponsor 9/27  Supported Entry Sponsor9/28  

Best of Breed 30   

Best of Winners 25   

Best of Opposite 30   

Select Dog 25   

Select Bitch 25   

Winners Dog 20   

Reserve Winners Dog 15   

Winners Bitch 20   

Reserve Winners Bitch 15   

High Scoring OB 30 Not offered   

High Scoring Rally-O 30 Not offered    

Class $$  Specialty  9/29 Sponsor Sweeps 9/29 

Best of Breed 30  Puppy: 

Best of Winners 25  $10   6-9 Puppy Dog 

Best of Opposite 30  $10   9-12 Puppy Dog 

Select Dog 25  $10   2-15 Puppy Dog 

Select Bitch 25  $10   15-18 Puppy Dog 

Award of Merit 20  $10   6-9 Puppy Bitch   

Award of Merit 20  $10   9-12 Puppy Bitch 

Winners Dog 20  $10   12-15 Puppy Bitch 

Reserve Winners Dog 15  $10   15-18 Puppy Bitch 

Winners Bitch 20  $15  Best Puppy  

Reserve Winners Bitch 15  $15  Best Opposite  

6-9 Puppy Dog 10   

9-12 Puppy Dog 10  Veteran: 

12-18 Puppy Dog 10  $10  7-9 Veteran Dog  

Bred by Dog 10  $10  9 + Veteran Dog  

Am Bred Dog 10  $10  7-9 Veteran Bitch 

Open Dog 10  $10  9 + Veteran Bitch 

Amateur Handled Dog 10  $15  Best Veteran  

6-9 Puppy Bitch 10  $15  Best Opposite  

9-12 Puppy Bitch 10   

9-12 Puppy Bitch 10  

Bred by Bitch 10  

Am Bred Bitch 10  

Open Bitch 10  

Am Handled Bitch 10  

Veteran Dog 15  

Veteran Bitch 15  

Stud Dog 15  

Brood Bitch 15  

High Scoring OB 30  

High Scoring Rally-O 30  

Open Inter Juniors 30  

Master Juniors 30  

Please e-mail notification of your sponsorship to Michelle Charters and remuneration to Paypal at cptreas@gmail.com 
or send a check to treasurer, Mary Jo Rasmussen at: 3152 Holmes Run Road, Falls Church, VA 22042 

mailto:mbcharters@cox.net?subject=trophy%20sponsorship
http://www.paypal.com/


 

Volunteers are needed at our club’s big annual event. The following chart lists what is needed. 
Please contact Michelle at mbcharters4@gmail.com to sign up for whatever your heart desires! 

Job Name 

Prize Shopper   

Prize Hand Out (ringside)   

Raffle Coordinator   

Ways & Means Seller   

Picnic Coordinator   

Grill Master (Picnic)   

Volunteers Needed! 
Annual Millwood Show—September 25-27 

The Club’s financial status remains strong. Through annual membership dues and our big calendar 

fundraiser, our bank account is holding steady at between $7000 and $8000 the past several years. 

We continue to serve meals at no cost to the participants at many of our events, including the an-

nual picnic and draft trials. 

Our two annual draft trials break even. Entry fees pay for the judge’s expenses, ribbons, and ring 

and qualifier prizes. The hosts of our Spring and Fall draft trials do not charge us for the use of 

their property, making it possible to keep the entry fees low—many thanks to Jan and Hugh 

Collins, and Megan and Dustin Westenmeyer for allowing us to take over their farms every year! 

The club’s annual insurance premium for 2015 is $625, our largest single expenditure. Our annual 

incorporation fee to the Commonwealth of Virginia remains the same at $25. 

This year we will receive a payment from the 2014 National Specialty proceeds. SCONE, MAGS 

and C & P, the three hosting clubs, are splitting the profit from the event and will each receive 

about $750. 

Our fiscal year runs from October 1st through September 30th. 

Year end bank statement September 30, 2014  $7,652.46 

Year end bank statement September 30, 2013  $7,317.92 

Treasurer’s Report 

By Mary Jo Rasmussen 
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A festival where Bernese, 

Greater Swiss, Entlebu-

cher and Appenzeller 

owners, breeders, judges, 

experts and fanciers 

could come together to 

celebrate the four Sen-

nenhund breeds was a 

dream of Sergey Moro-

zov of St. Petersburg 

Russia. The 2nd annual 

Sennenfest was held at the Schouvalovka Village just outside of St. Petersburg during the “white 

nights” from June 12th-15th. The festival is much, much more than just an ordinary dog show with 

the days filled with parades, carting contests, grooming and handling classes, handling contest, 

seminars and the legendary Sennenfest common dinner party. 

I was honored and more than thrilled to be invited from the USA to present a seminar on the 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog and to judge all of the breeds in the Derby show.  The panel of 

judges also consisted of Elin Normannseth of Norway, Jana Stefancova from Slovakia, Nicole Len-

non from Australia, Satu Yla-Monnonen from Finland and Silvana Vogel Tadeschi from Italy.  

Maurizio and Tiziana Mauro from Italy presented a masters class on handling and grooming and 

Norbert Stahl from Spain, Sona Heldova from Slovakia and Phyllis O’Brien from the USA at-

tended as guests. 

Before the festival began Sergey treated us to two days of sightseeing in beautiful St Petersburg.  

The first day included a visit to the Summer Palace and beautiful fountains at Peterhof.  This was 

Sennenfest 2014 
St. Petersburg Russia 

By Cathy Cooper 
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followed by a water taxi ride to the square in St. Petersburg to see the Winter Palace and the Her-

mitage.  The day ended with the incredible performance of Swan Lake at the Mikhailovsky Opera 

and Ballet Theatre. 

Day two of sightseeing included tours of the Peter and Paul Fortress, “the Bronze Horseman”, St 

Isaac’s Cathedral, the Blue Bridge and The Church of Our Savior on Spilled Blood.  This was fol-

lowed by lunch at the famous Meat Head restaurant across the canal from the church.  This day 

included lots of shopping for Ma-

tryoshka Dolls. 

The Sennenfest began in earnest 

on Friday with the Opening Cere-

mony which include a parade rep-

resenting the Russian teams from 

Bashkortostan Republic, Tatarstan 

Republic, Saint Petersburg, Mos-

cow, Yaroslavl, Sochi, Smolensk, 

Bryansk, Murmansk, 

Kursk, Cherepovets and Nizhniy 

Novgorod.  Other countries repre-

sented were Belorussia, Uzbeki-

stan, Poland, Ukrain, Latvia and 

Lithuania.  This was followed by a 

performance by the canine training 

club of Kashtanka, named after 

the dog from the Chekhov story.  

There was also a carting parade 

with owners and dogs in native 

costume. 

The seminars began with Silvana Vogel Tedeshi presenting her internationally acclaimed, award 

winning book “The Bernese Mountain Dog, Yesterday and Today”.  This book was the winner of 

the 2011 DWAA Maxwell Medallion for the best book on a single breed.  It also won the Dogwise 

Best Book and the President’s Award for the best book in all categories.  I followed this with a 

seminar on the AKC Standard of the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog.  Nicole Lennon then presented 

a seminar on “Sex and Success” which outlined her challenges in breeding exceptional Bernese 

Mountain Dogs in Australia under the Zanzebern prefix. 

The day ended with a show and dinner at the Holiday hall which included dancing, singing, an ac-

cordion player, and an illusionist.  This was accompanied by many toasts and speeches with cham-

pagne and, of course, vodka! 

Saturday was Derby day.  The Derby is a unique concept much more similar to one of our Top 

20’s than typical dog show judging.  Each breed was scored on a 100 point system by three differ-

January 2015  C & P Swissy Licks 8 



 

ent judges.  Elin Normannseth judged each breed according to the FCI standard.  I judged them 

according to the AKC standard and Jana Stefancova judged GSMD, Entlies and Appenzeller ac-

cording to FCI and Nicole Lennon judged Berners according to the ANKC standard.  All of the 

scores were then tallied to determine the winners.  In the case of a tie Silvana Tadeschi acted as tie 

breaker.  When the final points were tallied Baltic Bear Altair bred by L. Smyk and owned by M. 

Shulman, the Berner male from the 9-24 month class, was the Derby winner.  Second in the Derby 

was the Entlebucher Korolevstvo Shell bred by Nelly Lin and third was the Greater Swiss Moun-

tain Dog Korona Rossii Ermak bred by E. Mamigonya and owned by V. Mosin.  The only Ap-

penzeller entered was a puppy so not eligible for a placement in the final Derby outcome.  The 

Entlebuchers also held a Specialty show judged by Satu Yla-Mononen during the afternoon.  Derby 

day ended with a splendid banquet at the village restaurant for all judges and exhibitors. 

The final day of Sennenfest included a Masters Handling and Masters Grooming Seminar present 

by Maurizio and Tiziana Mauro from Allevamento Starry Town in Udine, Italy.  The Mauro’s are 

known worldwide for their exceptional Bernese Mountain Dogs and Newfoundlands.  The atten-

dees were very eager to get professional handling and grooming tips from these two experts.  After 

the seminar Maury judged a very competitive handler’s competition.  The day also included a semi-

nar on the Evolution 

of the Bernese 

Mountain Dog pre-

sented by Satu Yla-

Monomen. 

This day drew to a 

close with a picnic 

and bonfire at the 

campsite of the ex-

hibitors with the 

judges and experts 

included as honored 

guests.   Along with 

grilled salmon and 

many toasts to the 

Sennenhunds with 

champagne and 

vodka, there was 

much laughter and 

animated conversa-

tions in several languages all recalling the events of the weekend and plans for the future. 

At 10:30 pm, under the still light skies of the white nights of St. Petersburg, because of his convic-

tion that “anything is possible,” Sergey Morozvov’s dream of a festival to celebrate the wonderful 

Sennenhund breeds had become a reality for all of those lucky enough to attend Sennenfest 2014! 
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Five Fun Tricks for a Snowy Day! 

Source: AKC familydog, January/February 2015, page 10    Photos courtesy of Jan Collins 
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Five Rules of Trick Training 

1.First and foremost, make sure that your dog is in good 
physical shape and has no issues that would cause him 
to be injured before attempting to train any new tricks. 
If you’re unsure, consult with your vet. 

2. To get the most out of your sessions, make sure your 
dog is hungry and bored before training. That way, 
he’ll be more into you and the food. For non-food ori-
ented dogs, use a toy that only shows up during your 
training sessions. 

3. Be fast! Reward immediately when the dog does what 
you’re looking for. If you’re too slow, you’ll miss the 
opportunity to mark the correct behavior. 

4. Wait to use a cue word until your dog is doing the 
exact behavior you want. Otherwise you’ll be labeling 
incomplete learning and confusing your dog as to what 
the command actually means. Until that point, use a 
marker word such as “yes” to mean “You did it right 
and food is coming.” 

5. Reps count. When teaching dogs a new trick do 5-10 
reps before moving to the next progression. 

Training sessions are a great time to bond with your dog 
and have a good time together. But remember to cut the 
session short before your dog gets tired. Otherwise, he’ll 
associate trick training with frustration rather than fun. 

Also known as “Beg” or “Sit Pretty,” 

this trick requires the dog to balance in 

a sitting position, with his front feet off 

the ground. Start by sitting in a chair 

with the dog between your legs, facing away from you. This helps 

the dog feel comfortable elevating himself without the fear of falling 

over backwards. Ask him to sit, then hold a treat a few inches 

above his nose. In order for him to reach the treat, he has to raise 

his front paws off the ground with maintaining his sitting position. 

Gradually, raise your hand higher until his front feet are high 

enough off the floor without him coming off his sit. As training pro-

gresses, ask for a long duration of this behavior before rewarding, 

and when it looks the way you want it to, name it “Sit Pretty.” Once 

he’s confident with the exercise, transfer the behavior from be-

tween your legs to a corner, against the wall. Eventually your dog 

will be able to do this without any support at all. 

After the dog is able to “Sit Pretty,” lure him into 

standing on his back legs for the next trick, 

“Reach Up.” You can use the same system you 

used for the original trick, but slowly raise your 

hand higher so that the dog stands. Once he’s 

correctly doing the trick, name the command 

“Reach Up” or another name. 

Sit Up 

Reach Up 
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This tricks should not be at-

tempted with a puppy—their 

spine is too delicate for a spin 

just yet! Using a food or toy 

lure, incrementally teach your dog to do a 360-degree spin. While 

some dogs may easily follow a (slow moving) treat or toy lure com-

pletely around the first time you attempt this, most will need to be 

incrementally rewarded in order to complete the trick. For example, if 

you were training a dog who’s reluctant to spin to the right, the re-

ward points would be: 

1.Turns head to look at treat/toy by his right shoulder 

2.Turns head to look at treat/toy by his right hip 

3.Turns head to look at treat/toy by his tail (this is the point that 

he most likely makes the turn) 

4.Reward when turn is complete 

Dogs can spin in either direction, although just like you are right or 

left handed, so are dogs. They may learn more quickly turning to one 

way over the other. 

Also known as “Army 

Crawl,” this is a fairly 

simple trick to teach. 

Lure your dog into a 

down position with a treat, and once he’s down, 

slide the treat away from him an inch at a time. Re-

ward every time he crawls forward. If your dog 

stands up, lure him back down and try again. As 

always, name it while your dog is doing the behav-

ior. Others may not have a down command and in 

those cases you can lure them under your legs so 

that they crawl through. 

Crawl 

Spin (both ways) 

Dogs can speak on command, 

and in a multiple dog house-

hold, you may want different 

cue words for the behavior—

”Woof!,” “Speak,” “Bark,” “Tell me” all work great! 

To teach it, start by getting the dog super cranked up (for ex-

ample, running around with him until he’s really excited). 

Then show him a high-value reward and wait for him to be-

come vocal. Normally it doesn’t take long, because once they 

offer lots of behaviors that you keep ignoring (down, spin, sit) 

they’ll usually whine or bark in frustration. The first time you 

mark (“Yes!”) and feed, they look so surprised! Then you’ll 

see the light go on, and the consistent barking behavior usu-

ally occurs in no time. Remember to mark it after you like 

what you’re hearing. 

Speak 



 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 May 2 & 3—Draft Trial 
 Winchester, VA 
 Contact: Mary Jo Rasmussen 

 September  27-29 
 C & P Specialty 
 Millwood, VA 
 Contact: Michelle Charters 

 November 7-9—Draft Trial 
 Pending approval 
 Mt. Airy, MD 
 Contact: Jim Rasmussen 

 

Election of C & P Officers! 
Yes, it’s an election year for our club! Please think about serving on 

our Board of Directors. A nominating committee will be formed 

this summer and they will seek Letters of Intent.  

Our bylaws state: 

Section 4. Nominations.  No person may be a candidate in a 
club election who has not been nominated in accordance with 
these bylaws. During the month of June, the Board shall select a 
Nominating Committee consisting of three members and one 
alternate, not more than one of whom may be a member of the 
Board. The Secretary shall immediately notify the committee 
members and alternates of their selection. The Board shall 
name a chairperson for the committee and it shall be such per-
son's duty to call a committee meeting, which shall be held on or 
before July 1st.  

a. The committee shall nominate one candidate for each office 
and positions on the Board and, after securing the consent 
of each person so nominated, shall immediately report their 
nominations to the Secretary in writing.  

b. Upon receipt of the Nominating Committee's report, the Sec-
retary shall, at least two weeks before the September meet-
ing, notify each member in writing of the candidates so 
nominated. 

c. Additional nominations may be made at the September 
meeting by any member in attendance, provided that the 
person so nominated does not decline when their name is 
proposed, and provided further that if the proposed candi-
date is not in attendance at this meeting, the proposer shall 
present to the Secretary a written statement from the pro-
posed candidate signifying willingness to be a candidate. No 
person may be a candidate for more than one position.  

d. If no valid additional nominations are offered at the Septem-
ber meeting, the Nominating Committee’s slate shall be de-
clared elected and no voting will be required. If one or more 
valid additional nomination(s) are offered, a vote shall be 
conducted for these positions only. The candidate receiving 
the most votes for the voted position shall win.  

C & P Board Members 

Nancy Kechner—President 

Jenna Starr—Vice President 

Mary Jo Rasmussen—Treasurer 

Jenna Starr—Secretary 

Michelle Charters—Director 

Stephen Hewitt—Director 

Phyllis Walker—Director 

Megan Westenmeyer—Director 

Additional Positions 

Tracy Brainard—Calendar 

Jan Collins —Photographer 

Kris Featheringham— Webmaster 

Mary Jo Rasmussen—Newsletter Editor 

Michelle Charters—Ways and Means 

Phyllis Walker—Membership Chair 

Darlene Ward—Photographer & Calendar 
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Chesapeake & Potomac 
 Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club 

Sponsors 

All Breed Draft Test 

May  2 & 3, 2015    Save the date!! 

756 New Hope Rd., Cross Junction, VA  22625 

Entry fees $35     Bitches in season allowed   20 entries each day 

Ring prizes + Qualifier prizes + Lunch = Provided! 
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Attention Breeders! 
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Minutes -  Board of Directors’                    Annual Meeting 9/ 27/14                      Millwood, VA 

After establishing that a quorum was present, the meeting was called to order at 3:07 p.m. 

Present: Michelle Charters, Stephen Hewitt, Mary Jo Rasmussen, Phyllis Walker, Megan Westenmeyer 

Outstanding Business Requiring Board Action 

1. The Board unanimously voted to confirm Nancy Kechner as President and Jenna Starr as Vice President. 

This business was necessitated by Huck Bothner’s resignation as club president in April 2014. According to 

the By-Laws, Nancy, as vice president, became president. Jenna volunteered to serve as vice president in ad-

dition to being club secretary. Nancy and Jenna will continue in these positions until the officer/board elec-

tions in September 2015. Their confirmation was moved by Michelle and seconded by Megan. 

2. The Board unanimously voted to confirm Cathy Cooper’s selection as recipient of C&P’s Pick of the Lit-

ter Award. She received the award at the conclusion of the annual membership meeting. Cathy’s formal 

nomination was moved by Mary Jo and seconded by Megan. 

Promoting C&P Membership 

It was agreed that Phyllis, as membership chair, will send an announcement to the C&P email list welcoming 

new members to the club. The aim is to create a more welcoming environment for new members as well as 

to let others know as new folks join the club. 

The Board discussed the possibility of promoting membership for new puppy owners by offering them half-

off their membership for the first year. To receive this benefit, new members would need to get the breeder’s 

signature affirming their eligibility. The first year’s membership for new Individual members would be $15, 

and for new Family memberships, $20. The Board agreed not to proceed with the half-price promotion at 

this time, but to consider it for possible implementation at a later date. 

The Board also discussed the possibility of designing a C&P tri-fold brochure that could be given to any who 

might be interested in joining the club. 

The Club Website 

The Board voted to delete the Comment section on the club website at <http://cpgreaterswiss.com>. The 

motion was proposed by Mary Jo, and seconded by Stephen. 

The Board also voted to include on the website wording and a link that would direct individuals looking for a 

GSMD to the Breeders section of the GSMDCA website. The motion was proposed by Stephen, and sec-

onded by Michelle. 

The Tri-Athlete Challenge at the National Specialty 

Mary Jo reported that the Tri-Athlete Challenge at the National Specialty was a great success. Some twenty 

Swissies were entered in the challenge, four of which earned the award. C&P spent approximately $500 on 

the trophies for the challenge. The Board discussed the possibility of offering the trophies in subsequent 

years, along with the possibility of offering “second-time winners” a different trophy. Despite the success of 

the Challenge, it was recognized that requesting to include it in the 2015 National Specialty in Colorado 
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might be problematic because the event’s organizers are so far along in the planning process. It was agreed 

that Megan will contact Ann Hansen with respect to the 2016 National Specialty. The Board voted to wait 

to run the Challenge again until either direct inquiries of interest are made or the National Specialty again 

returns to our area. The motion was proposed by Michelle and seconded by Stephen. 
Nominating Committee for Elections and Officer Terms 

In preparing for the September 2015 club elections, a nominating committee must be formed to come up 

with a slate of candidates for positions as club officers and/or board members. The committee must be 

formed by June 2015, with the slate submitted by July 1, 2015. The committee does not have to meet face-

to-face, but may conduct its business by phone or email. Only Regular members may serve on the commit-

tee. Phyllis agreed to forward to the Board a list of Regular members who might be eligible to serve. 

Mary Jo suggested that, for reasons of transparency and to limit the possibility of malfeasance, the person 

holding the office of treasurer should change with regular frequency. Stephen suggested that the office of 

treasurer be limited to one three-year term. Related to this, it was considered that there might be a restric-

tion as to whether a non-Virginia resident may the office, given the club is incorporated in Virginia. The 

possibility of amending the club’s by-laws to extend elected terms to four years was briefly discussed. It 

was agreed that any amendment of the term of office should be postponed until after the September 2015 

elections. 

Donations 

The Board affirmed its support for the decision at the General Membership meeting to donate $1,000 to 

the AKC for canine epilepsy research. The Board also voted to donate $500 to the team organized in 

memory of former president Huck Bothner (known as “Huck’s Army”) for the Laurel Relay for Life, 

which will be held in late spring 2015. The possibility of participating in the event was discussed. After the 

expenses of the National Specialty are settled, the Board may consider a donation in Huck’s memory to the 

AKC for canine cancer research, an action that would be fitting since, as Stephen noted, much of this work 

has applications for human cancer research. 

Herding in 2015 

The Board discussed the possibility of sponsoring a herding event in the coming year. This would likely 

take place in Warrenton. Megan will look into this. 

Supported Entries in 2015 

The Board decided not to commit to any supported entries in 2015. The main problems are the long lead 

time required by show organizers and the likelihood that the deadlines for such at the shows we often sup-

port are either imminent or already passed. Stephen agreed to contact MAGS to find out if they had 

planned any supported entries. The two possible shows discussed were the Cherry Blossom Cluster at Ti-

monium in May and the “former Charlottesville show” which is being held in Fredericksburg in June. 

The motion to adjourn was made by Stephen and seconded by Michelle. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Phyllis Walker 
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 Let’s celebrate James Hauptly’s Veteran Swissy—Ch 
Seavaridge's Hammer of Thor “Thor,” on his 7th birthday 
Dec. 14, 2014.  

 Other new veterans, Double Q’s Always Argyle! “Argyle,” 
Double Q Bruno! “Bruno” and Double Q’s Paradise Afire! 
“Dicey,” turned 7 on January 15, 2015. 

 “Cooper” Shadetree 's Furst Lil Deuce Coupe earned his first 
GCH points in Westminster, MD in January!! Congratulations, 
Jana! 

 “Sophia” Shadetree’s Quixote’s Dulcinea is now in double dig-
its, turning 10 years old in October! You go, great-grandma! 

Milestones & Brags 

Thor 
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As membership chair, one of my duties is to present the membership report during the annual meeting at the Regional 
Specialty in Millwood. In giving the report, I quickly go over numbers which present a “snapshot” of our membership at 
that point in time. Yet often, the report becomes outdated before the end of the day, as new folks join the club and oth-
ers pass along checks for belated renewals. 

By this time of the year, almost the “middle” of our fiscal membership year, our numbers fluctuate less, making it a good 
time to explain where we stand. 

As of January 2015, C&P’s membership is made up of 77 people who come from 52 different households. Our member-
ship has remained pretty stable since the club was formed in 2008-2009. Our peak (so far) came right after its organiza-
tion, when we had 78 and 79 members in 2009 and 2010, respectively. Our numbers then dropped slightly as our new-
ness wore off (and people further tightened their belts), but with our current membership now about equal to what it 
was in the beginning, it’s clear that C&P remains strong. 

So, who are our members? Of these 77 people, 50 are Regular members (they reside within our club’s recognized geo-
graphic area) and 27 are Associate members (they reside outside the geographic area or they don’t currently have a Swissy 
at home). Interestingly, the proportion of Associate members has expanded slightly since late 2012, from one-fourth to 
presently just over one-third of our membership. The distinction between Regular and Associate members seemed to 
make sense when the club was formed, in light of the GSMDCA’s expectations for regional clubs, and it’s written into 
our By-Laws. But we’ve learned over the years that the difference is less than meaningful, given the strong support of 
and participation in the club by so many Associate members. 

The split between those who join the club with Individual versus Family memberships is roughly even. There are 28 In-
dividual memberships (16 Regular and 12 Associate) and 24 Family memberships (17 Regular and 7 Associate), compris-
ing the 52 different households. With respect to membership receipts, about $700 of our dues come from Individual 
memberships (28 x $25 per membership) and $840 from Family memberships (24 x $35 per membership), for a rough 
total of $1540 for the 2014-15 membership year. 

In terms of an absolute “head count,” however, it’s important to recognize that most people who belong to C&P do so 
by virtue of their Family memberships. They account for almost two-thirds of our members (34 people from Regular 
Family memberships and 15 from Associate Family memberships). 

Lastly, we continue to count among our ranks 33 Charter members (26 Regular and 7 Associate), who have been with 
the club since its first year in existence and whose continuing loyalty is greatly appreciated. 

I hope I’ve helped to explain our membership with this data, rather than confuse everyone more. If ever you have a 
question or concern, please let me know. 

By Phyllis Walker 



 

Chesapeake & Potomac (C & P GSMDC) 
GREATER SWISS MOUNTAIN DOG CLUB 

Application for Membership 
 

NAME(S)________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE_________________________  ___CELL PHONE__________________________ 

Allow contact information to be posted in club directory?   Yes         No 

Registered Name of GSMD Call Name Registration# Breeder Name Date of Birth 

          

          

          

Please check all that apply: 

 

 Breeder (registered 
a litter within past 3 
years) 

 Exhibitor (handled 
dog at AKC event 
within past 2 years) 

 Dog Owner (of 
AKC registered 
dog) 

 Judge (AKC-
licensed judge) 

I (We) agree to abide by the Constitution and Bylaws of this Club and the rules of the American Ken-
nel Club. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature and Date 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature and Date 
 
Yearly Membership Fees are $35 for Family Membership, $25 per Individual Member. While mem-
bership is unrestricted as to residence, the C & P GSMDC strongly encourages members outside of 
the Club’s geographical area (DC, DE, MD, Eastern PA, VA) to apply for Associate Membership. 
Those who wish to learn more about the GSMD but do not own a GSMD may join as an Associate 
Member. Associate Membership Fees are $35 for Family Membership, $25 per Individual Member. 
Associate members are not able to vote or hold office in the C & P GSMD Club. 

Please let us know what events you would like C & P to provide and how you would like to support 
the club.  Also, add any additional information you’d like to share about yourself and/or your dogs.  
This is YOUR club--let us know what you’d like to do! 

  BBQ’s, parties, etc.   Conformation   Agility 

  Obedience/Rally   Dog show help   Weight pull 

  Breed information   Health issues   Packing 

  Write Newsletter articles   Drafting   Rescue 

  Serve on board   Herding   Therapy 

Please send a check payable to the C & P GSMD Club along with this application to Phyllis Walker 

5933 Sixth St. Falls Church, VA 22041 or e-mail Phyllis at pgwalkerphd@gmail.com and send mem-
bership fee to www.paypal.com at cptreas@gmail.com  

mailto:pgwalkerphd@gmail.com

