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President’s Message 

As you all probably know by now, Huck Bothner has passed after his long fight. 
Huck was a passionate Swissy lover, a great friend to many in our community, 
and a wonderful president of C & P Swissy. He will be greatly missed by many. 
Our thoughts are with Jean and Huck’s family. 

Many thanks to Megan Fletcher Westenmeyer and Dustin for the use of their 
gorgeous farm for the May Draft Trial! This was, as usual, a huge success based 
on the comments of the participants, and the smattering of great photos across 
FaceBook. 

Don’t forget that there are several ways to keep up with C & P news: 

• The C & P Website 

• C & P on Facebook 

• C & P Email List 

We’re looking forward to co-hosting the 2014 GSMDCA National Specialty with 
SCONE and MAGS!  September 14-19 with Supported Entries in Macungie, PA 
September 13 & 14. I hope all of you can come to Bethlehem, PA to spend a 
couple days with Swissy friends, and enjoying Swissy activities. 

The Eastern Regional Specialty weekend is September 26 – 28, 2014, at the 
beautiful Long Branch farm in Millwood, Virginia. Please mark your calendars 
for our annual meeting and picnic! 

Yours in Swissys, 

Nancy 

!
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Food  For Thought:   

Swissy Spleen Syndrome 

!
David E. Jackson, VMD and Sharyl L. Mayhew, BA, LVT  

All dogs, from Chihuahuas to Mastiffs are the same species. All dogs, because they are canines, share some 
common attributes and problems with all other canines. Each individual breed of dogs has been developed 
over time for certain special attributes, appearances, and abilities, and indeed some problems have grown 
to be considered breed specific as well. 

Mixed breed or random bred dogs are often touted as being healthier or more vigorous than their purebred 
cousins, but in reality, they suffer from some or all of the illnesses and diseases that affect the entire species, 
and at the same rate at which their purebred cousins succumb. The difference is that there are no special 
studies or information gathering groups that document and follow the issues of mongrels. On the other 
hand, national breed clubs and breeders regularly discuss problems they encounter with their fellow 
fanciers and breed enthusiasts. 

Studies are funded and papers are written about rare and strange, as well as unusually common, problems 
encountered within certain breeds or breed types of dogs. We all know that Dalmations are prone to 
deafness. We know that Irish Setters are more likely to bloat than many other breeds and we know that 
Bedlington Terriers have a storage disease that seems to affect them out of all proportion to all other dogs. 
We are grateful that the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America has invited us to write to the quarterly 
SENNtinel about our unique experiences with this wonderful breed. We hope that our experiences may help 
others and we hope to continue to gather information about specific problems that seem to occur in 
GSMD's, particularly at this time, with their spleens. 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs and fanciers are still infants in the purebred dog world of today. The breed 
has been around a long time, but the organized study of documented cases of problems has only just 
begun. You are a small group, relatively speaking. May people, many veterinarians and many otherwise 
knowledgeable dog people have barely, if even, heard of GSMD's. A handful of veterinarians, who have 
clientele made up of breeders and longtime owners of the breed have information based on experience 
that others throughout the country do not. For the most part, this breed is relatively healthy for the size that 
they are. GSMD's are plagued with far fewer problems than more populous breeds, for example Rottweilers, 
or German Shepherd Dogs, in the similar size range. The national population of your breed is not sufficient 
for the average veterinarian to see enough of them to start to form opinions about what a "typical" Swissy 
problem might be. Fortunately, because of our location and our clients with fair numbers of Swissies, and 
because of our ability to communicate now as never before, we are learning some things about Swissies that 
we hope to share with others throughout the country. 

If you mention spleen to most people, they will have a blank look. If you say spleen to long time GSMD 
owners they grow pale and sweaty. The spleen is the largest single mass of lymphatic tissue in the body. It is 
an organ that assists with immune function similar to the way the lymph nodes work. Enlargement of the 
spleen (splenomegaly) may be coincidental or caused by disease, medications, sedation or trauma. In most 
dogs, mild splenomegaly is not considered remarkable and may even be expected when the animal is 
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fighting an infection or disease. Many cancers that affect dogs become evident on the spleen first. All dogs 
can have a tumor or tumors on the spleen that prove deadly, whether malignant or benign, because if the 
spleen or the tumor bleeds, the dog may die. 

Torsion of the spleen is generally considered a coincidental finding after a gastric dilatation volvulus event 
(GDV - bloat/torsion of the stomach). The prevailing consensus is that the stomach bloats and twists and 
takes the spleen along for the ride. GDV is a medical emergency and surgery is needed to decompress the 
stomach, reposition it and tack the stomach so that it will not likely torse again. Many times the spleen is 
checked for viability or gross damage and left in place if necrosis is not present at the time of the surgery to 
repair GDV. 

Some Swissies who have GDV also have torsed spleens. This is consistent with all other dogs that suffer GDV. 
However, GSMD's have regularly demonstrated that, on this subject, they do not exactly fit the mold. In the 
veterinary literature, this topic is briefly discussed, if at all. 

In a normal Swissie, the spleen looks smooth and uncreased, and is about the size and shape of a good NY 
Strip steak - 6 to 8 inches long by 2 inches wide, and not very thick-less than one inch. However, at a rate too 
numerous to ignore, it seems apparent that many GSMDs may suffer pronounced splenomegaly for no 
obvious reason other than the spleen may have been constantly twisting, folding, and unfolding. Most of the 
spleens removed from GSMDs are 18-24 inches long, 8-10 inches wide and very thick. We have seen from 
2-6 inches. This size spleen is not at all an uncommon abnormal finding in this breed. 

Primary splenic torsion without accompanying GDV is relatively rare in dogs, but it is not evidently 
rare in the GSMD. The typical presentation of a greater swiss mountain dog with a torsed or 
damaged spleen is not the same as it is with most other dogs, i.e. in our experience they do not 
suffer GDV first or at all. It is our supposition that GSMDs may have a breed tendency or a 
conformation anomaly that allows or causes the spleen to chronically fold or partially torse and then 
return again and again to normal position over a prolonged period of time. They may also be 
predisposed to primary splenic torsion without any gastric involvement whatsoever. Whether the 
spleen is conformationally hanging in an unusual position or has breed specific weakness or laxity in 
placement, attachment (gastrosplenic or splenocolic ligaments) or blood supply is unknown. !
We are at the beginning of discovering many of the medical realities of this breed. It is possible that splenic 
torsion in this breed is something new, possibly with an environmental cause that we do not yet suspect, but 
we think it more likely that it is a BREED SPECIFIC PROBLEM that has been there all along. 

While we are not prepared to recommend or suggest that any normal spleen be removed as a precaution, 
we are suggesting that the possibility of a splenic abnormality be discussed with every Swissy owner before 
an abdominal surgery so that appropriate guidance and pre-approved permission to remove the spleen is 
granted. 
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Splenectomies performed on other breeds have always been for tumor removal or for traumatic injury. In 
our practice we have only seen idiopathic independent splenic torsion occur in the GSMD. 

Splenic Torsion Take Home Message! 

While Splenic Torsion is quite rare in dogs, and many veterinarians never see a case during their career, it is 
NOT RARE in the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog! All GSMD owners must be familiar with the symptoms and 
must inform their veterinarian about the possibility of Splenic Torsion being a problem in the breed. 

• May occur with or without GDV 

• May be Chronic or Acute 

• Not rare in the GSMD 

• Most vets are not familiar 

!
Chronic Symptoms 

• Depression/Lethargy 

• Intermittent nausea and 
vomiting 

• Lick Fits 

• Pale mucous membranes 

• Just does not act right 

• Other symptoms occur 

!
Acute Symptoms 

• Sudden onset of collapse 

• Urgent incessant nausea and vomiting 

• Very pale mucous membranes 

• Painful or rigid abdomen 

• Blood Test, PCV of less than 30 

This is a Life-Threatening Emergency —Call Your Veterinarian 

!
Article published with permission from Sharyl Mayhew. 
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Life with Swissys 

Megan Fletcher Westenmeyer shares her experiences with her Swissys 

My obsession with Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs began after seeing these majestic dogs in a book about 
Bernese and other Mountain Dogs.  I can credit my Berner-crazy mother-in-law with sparking this burning 
desire to own a swissy someday.  I hadn’t ever met a Greater Swiss, but had spent plenty of time with their 
furry cousins, and was absolutely certain that they were the perfect breed of dog for me… and I wasn’t 
wrong!  I spent the following five years reading everything I could find on Swissies, researching health 
concerns, training techniques, breeders websites and dogs.  I talked to several breeders and was still about 
a year from being ready for a new puppy, but received an email that a show prospect puppy was available 
and would I be interested… Dustin, my now husband, and I drove to North Carolina to welcome into our 
lives the beautiful and sweet Kenzie in the fall of 2008.   

Fast forward five and a half years and we now share our home with four Swissies and our Labrador, Jake.  
Not matter the research you do, you can’t fully understand the community until you are a part of it.  I am so 
grateful that Kenzie came into my life and opened up this wonderful world of not only Swissies, but swissy 
people!  I belong to the most wonderful GSMD regional club in the country (yes, my opinion!) and have met 
some really amazing breeders that I consider as my friends.  I have become a full-fledged dog nut over the 
past five years!! 

Miss Kenzie was my first Swissy, my first champion show dog, my first 
agility Swissy, and the list of firsts goes on and on!  Kenzie opened 
the world of AKC conformation to me and I must say that I 
thoroughly enjoy showing my own dogs.  Once Kenzie turned 18 
months, she very quickly finished her AKC championship with three 
majors in a row, giving me the confidence to take my own dogs into 
the ring and earning me my first Owner Handled Champion award.  
Kenzie has never been a “willing worker”, but rather an “ok, if it 
makes you happy, I’ll kinda try” girl!  Not a naturally confident dog, I 
worked very very hard to get every single qualifying score and title 
on her.  She has taught me PERSISTENCE!!  If at first we don’t 
succeed, try, try again!  She somehow qualified at her first drafting 
attempt, which was a very proud moment, and followed that up the 
next time with a new Draft Dog title.  It seemed that my scaredy-cat 
swissy could do anything that I asked of her.  Kenzie has earned all of 
her agility titles in AKC agility, through the Masters level and is still 
improving her time scores with each and every run.  With Kenzie, I 
have also learned that Swissies don’t do well with repetition.  They 
really don’t see the point in redoing something that was perfectly fine the first time!  Kenzie doesn’t go to 
agility class anymore, because she’s pretty sure that she totally understands the game and practice is a waste 
of time—in her case, that’s what works…  I think a lot of Swissies are this way, so beware of over-training and 
boring your genius Swiss dog!   
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When it was time to get my second swissy, I knew that I 
had been bitten by the agility bug and couldn’t settle for 
a less that super smart, athletic pup.  I had also learned a 
lot about what questions to ask when looking at health 
and temperament.  A friend let me know of a breeder 
who had a fiery little puppy looking for an active home.  
Dustin and I welcomed Sprite into our pack.  Sprite was 
as confident as a puppy can get and is always ready to 
go play.  She has been both a pain and a joy and always 
HAPPY.  After making some training mistakes with 
Kenzie, I had a much easier start with my eager little 
student Sprite.  Swissies like to keep everything fun and 
if you get too serious, they WILL lighten the mood!  
Sprite easily earned her Companion Dog obedience 
title, sailed through the agility levels, and earned her 
drafting titles with ease.  We are still working on the 
breed championship, because Kenzie taught me to be 
PERSISTANT!  Sprite has proven herself many times over 
as a fabulous working dog regardless and helped bring 
me to the next phase of my journey in dogs—Breeder. 

I grew up on a small family farm and have helped with all 
aspects of animal husbandry and feel very comfortable 
with all animals and their care.  But, I had never learned 
anything about canine reproduction and had never even 
seen puppies born.  Again, I read and read and read.  I 
already knew about all of the pre-breeding screens and 
such and had Sprite successfully tested for these.  I then decided on a stud dog after much research into 
pedigrees and discussions with Sprite’s co-owner and breeder.  It was arranged that I would handle the 
breeding at my home—I was a total novice, but felt that I could handle it.  Through this experience I learned 
to always have a back-up plan, or two, or 
three!  The first stud dog didn’t pan out 
and so I lucked into using another boy that 
was in the area to be used by a friend.  
Whew!  That breeding went off without a 
hitch and two months later I was 
impatiently awaiting the arrival of my first 
litter.  To date, the birth of my first litter of 
puppies has been the most incredible 
experience of my life.  I can honestly say 
that it was a whole lot like delivering 
piglets!!  Holding each puppy as soon as it 
enters this world is amazing and I was 
honored to bring these beautiful little 
creatures into the world and into the 
homes of their new families.  Thanks to my 
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great little mama Sprite, it was a text book whelping and rearing and leaves me wanting more.  Those next 
10 weeks flew by and I felt like I had done my very best to give each of those babies the best possible start 
to a fantastic life.  I learned from my first swissy how important it is to me to have a very well socialized and 
confident puppy.  They learn so much in those first few weeks and really need to be set up to succeed.  My 
puppies went on several “field trips” to meet new dogs and people, had many many visitors each week, and 
explored different parts of the large property that we live on.  I had them on puppy agility equipment, on 
every surface I could find and taught them how fun it was to fetch and play with me.  I was, after all, training a 
puppy for myself and didn’t know which one (or two!!!) would stay with me forever.   

I couldn’t decide between two of the 
puppies and wanted to just hang on to 
both a little longer… well I couldn’t possibly 
let go of either of them and have my first 
bred-by puppies, Terra and Fresca.  They 
are the most spoiled and loved girls and 
make Dustin and I smile and gush over 
them each and every day.  Raising them 
from day one has been such a learning 
experience and I am so proud of them in 
every way.  They are already very skilled in 
agility, for nine month old puppies and 
Terra shows great promise as an obedience 
dog.  I have successfully avoided the 
“sibling issues” that often plague the typical 
dog owner who adopts littermates.  I am 
very proud of myself in how very confident and outgoing my girls are.  They love everyone and approach 
everything with gusto and curiosity.  I kind of think they got their momma’s brains too!   

Riker was our third swissy and the first male that we have owned.  He was the most perfect puppy and was 
really just an old soul all along.  
Riker takes everything in stride 
and is always everyone’s favorite 
dog.  It was apparent that at just 
over a year old, Riker had 
developed some front limb 
lameness that wasn’t going to go 
away.  It was discovered that Riker 
had a very mild, but definite case 
of bilateral elbow dysplasia.  It 
never slowed him down, but kept 
him from enjoying all the dog 
sports that I engage in with my 
other Swissies.  Riker did earn his 
Novice Draft Dog title and I am so 
proud of him for that.  After much 
back and forth and heartwrench, I 
decided to place Riker in a pet 
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home with a lovely family that I had met a year earlier.  They were originally interested in a puppy and I 
didn’t have any at the time, but they were enamored with Riker and wanted a puppy just like him.  I kept 
them in the back of my mind and mulled over the decision of placing him for over a year.  I sent an email 
asking if they would be interested.  They had tons of great questions and did research into his condition 
before deciding—that sealed it for me.  If they were comfortable with him, then I was comfortable with them.  
Some would think that I was trying to talk them out of taking him, but I let them know every single reality of 
taking on a big boy with joint disease and exactly what I expected of them in the way of care for my big guy.  
They happily welcomed him into their home and family and he’s an incredibly happy boy with them.  I had 
him neutered and his stomach tacked before he left for his new home.  Re-homing him has been the hardest 
thing I’ve done thus far, as a swissy owner-breeder.  I loved the family and felt very confident that they would 
be perfect for him, but still struggled with the decision.  I suspect that these things get easier, but I will never 
settle for a less than perfect home for any of my dogs, whether puppy or adult.  

I have enjoyed every aspect, so far, of being a new breeder.  I have met some wonderful families through my 
first swissy through my first breeding and feel so blessed to share my life with these Great dogs.   

 

Megan Fletcher Westenmeyer 

“Be faithful to our club and our breed, faithful as the big mountain 
dog”  -Dr. Albert Heim 

!
CH. Suddanly Irish Draught, CGC, CD, RN, MJP, MXP, JHD, HIT, DD, 
VGS  “Kenzie” 

Dufenhof Race For The Pennant, CD, RN, AXP, AJP, DD, WWD, VGS  
“Sprite” 

Suddanly Enjoying The Big Blue View, NDD  “Riker” 

Blue View’s Earth & Sky  “Terra” 

Blue View’s Fresh Air  “Fresca” 

!
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C&P draft test May 3 & 4, 2014 

!
The weather was almost perfect for C&P’s spring draft test at Megan and Dustin Westenmeyer’s Blue View 
Farm; sunny and cool with a slight breeze. We had five participants on Saturday and four on Sunday.  The 
numbers were down due to some of the entered bitches coming into season and a sick horse that had to be 
attended to. We had a couple of “first ever” titles at this test.  Bethany Karger and her brace team of Poppy 
and Ollie became the first ever Bulldogs to earn a Novice Brace Draft Dog title and Cheryl Butchko’s Banner 
is the first ever Shetland Sheepdog to earn the title of Draft Dog! -Jim Rasmussen 

!
Qualifiers in the test were: 

Kelly Nevin and Fender earned an Open Leg 

Mary Sparr and Lester earned an Open leg, completing their Master Draft Dog title. 

Megan Westenmeyer and Kenzie earned an Open leg 

Kelly Nevin with Fender and Lester earned a Brace Open leg 

Bethany Karger with Poppie and Ollie (Bulldogs) earned a Novice Brace leg 

Cheryl Butchko and Banner (Shetland Sheepdog) earned an Open leg 

Coming Event! 

See You In September! 

While winter feels never-ending, we are already planning for the fall.  The Eastern Regional Specialty 
weekend is September 26 – 28, 2014, at the beautiful Long Branch farm in Millwood, Virginia.   Despite the 
unpredictable weather for this 3 day event, it draws a friendly crowd and gorgeous dogs with over 100 
Swissy entries last year.  Participants travel from all over to enjoy the camaraderie and compete. It is also the 
site of the C & P annual meeting and picnic which all members are encouraged to attend. 

To make this show successful, we count on our membership and beyond to sponsor classes.  The money 
raised not only covers the cost of the special trophies for the winners of each class but it also funds the ring 
prizes for everyone who participates.  

Please consider sponsoring a class or two for this year’s specialty.  Your generosity is what makes this show 
and our club great.  Email Michelle Charters at mbcharters@cox.net with your preferences today! 
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!
C & P Swissy Brags 

“Pyro”, CH Matterhorn’s Burning Down the House earned his GCH on June 6th-Laurie Carmody 

“Milo”, CH Suma’s Milo earned his Championship-Laura Hendrix 

“Scopey”, Jan Collins’s boy, earned his Novice Jumpers and Open Jumpers Preferred 

“Jack”, the Entle, and another of Jan’s dogs finished his Open Standard Agility Title 

“Naploleon”, and Pat Cole earn their Beginner Novice Obedience Title Weight Pull 

“Izzy”, GCH Shadetree’s Ezekiel Strengthens won Gold at the IWPA National Championship and tied MWP 
with a 200+ lbs Mastiff!-Jenna Starr-Farling 

 

Membership 

To apply for Membership, please go to our membership page at  

http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com/membership-2/ 
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Stars from the Past! 
 

The 2014 National Specialty will feature a slideshow of 
Stars from the Past ~ Those wonderful Swissies who 

have left us but still shine brightly in our hearts. 
 

Please send photos of your special Stars so 
they can shine over Bethlehem at the 2014 National Specialty! 

 

Be sure to include the following information: 
x� Registered Name 
x� Call Name 
x� Titles 
x� Owners Name(s) 
x� Year of Birth 
x� Year of Death 

 
Submit your photos to Katie Markley at ktmarkley@comcast.net 
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!
Get Stuck on C & P! 

Order your C & P Club magnet to display proudly on your car, refrigerator or filing cabinet.  Now available 
for only $5 each and a small shipping charge.  Add $1.00 for 1-2 magnets and $2.50 for 3-5 magnets to 
have them shipped. Email Michelle Charters at mbcharters@cox.net to get yours today.  

  

!
!
If you have any ideas for future Swissy Licks topics, please email them to Nancy Kechner, Swissy Licks Editor
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